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To soldiers stationed overseas, a
one-of-a-kind handmade card is a
symbolic item that represents why
they’re fighting. 

Janette Smith, whose husband is
stationed in Afghanistan, said cards
serve as an extra boost of motivation,
reminding soldiers where they came
from and why they’re doing what
they’re doing.

“Their lifeline is any correspon-
dence from home,” Smith said, noting
that her husband, Major Nicholas
Cipparone, left for Afghanistan March
16 and is set to be stationed there a
year. 

That’s why Smith said she was
thrilled when she heard the staff at Le
Terrian’s Playground, Bardstown, had

its students create and design
their own cards as a way of
saying “thank you” to sol-
diers Wednesday morning.
The unit in which Cipparone
works is set to receive the
cards. 

“I was so happy when I
heard that,” Smith said. “It
made my day.”

According to Mary Sheckles,
owner of Le Terrian’s
Playground, this is the first year
the students at Le Terrian’s have
written letters to the troops.

“It’s a good activity for the kids to
learn about the soldiers,” Sheckles
said.  

Older students at Le Terrian’s wrote
their own personal letter to the troops.
Young students had a small thank-you
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Antavia Maddox, 4, Bardstown, concentrates as she stamps some extra pictures on her card. BELOW — Landon
Hilbert holds up a card he designed that will be shipped to soldiers overseas.

Students design cards for soldiers overseas

Cards for the Troops City’s Sunday
alcohol sales 
law not specific
enough for state
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Due to unspecific wording, state officials required
the City of Bardstown to modify the wording in its
Alcoholic Beverages Ordinance to allow the distribu-
tion of alcohol on Sundays.

Bardstown Mayor Bill Sheckles introduced the
first reading of an amendment, which would formal-
ly allow the sale of alcohol on Sundays, during the
Bardstown City Council meeting Tuesday night. 

The change to the Alcoholic Beverages Ordinance
would allow a person to sell alcohol on the weekend
only if a temporary permit was obtained. 

In the original version of the ordinance, there were
no specifications on temporary alcohol sales. 

According to Sheckles, state officials began to
review ordinances and found that the wording in the
original version of the ordinance did not specify that
people had to obtain a temporary permit to sell alco-
hol on Sundays. 

Since Sheckles is designated as the Alcoholic
Beverage Coordinator, every alcohol permit that is
applied for within the city goes through him.

He noted that the new amendment would coincide
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Two defendants have set-
tled in a class-action lawsuit
involving more than 7,000
dairy farmers throughout the
southeastern United States.
But with the May 1 deadline
fast approaching for farmers

to claim their settlements,
many in Nelson County and
throughout the region are
receiving letters from com-
panies that want a percent-
age of those claims.

Farmers’ advocates have
warned that many of these
companies propose to
charge farmers a third of
their settlement, just for
helping them fill out a two-
page form.

More than a dozen defen-
dants and alleged co-con-
spirators are still listed in the

class-action suit, which
alleges that companies were
involved in price-fixing,
“flooding” the milk market,
restricting milk producers’
access to bottling plants and
other illegal activities. 

Dean Foods Co. settled
for $140 million and
Southern Marketing Agency
Inc. settled for $5 million. 

Warren and Donna
Cheek, owners of Cheek’s
Dairy Farm in Cox’s Creek,
have received correspon-
dence from at least four

companies offering to help
them recover their settle-
ment.

At first, they were getting
phone calls. Then they start-
ed receiving letters on offi-
cial letterhead from those
same companies. 

“At first — you know, it
looked so legal,” Donna
Cheek said. But she became
suspicious when she saw
that some of the companies
included forms in which the
farmer would sign over lim-

Online GED scams
have hit Nelson County
Only a state can administer the exam
JENNIFER CORBETT
jcorbett@kystandard.com

A consumer alert has been issued warning citizens
of the dangers of using fraudulent websites that claim
to offer genuine high school and GED diplomas for a
small fee.

The Kentucky adult education unit of the Council
on Postsecondary Education issued the warning after
many of the GED recipients from the websites found
that their GED was invalid.

According to Belinda Carter, director of
Bardstown-Nelson County Adult and Community
Education, this scam has hit a few students in Nelson
County. 

Carter said one student received the GED online,
and tried to enroll in college classes but was turned
away when college officials said her GED was void. 

The issue of GED scams on the Internet isn’t
something that has recently been gaining speed, as
Carter said she has seen the issue affect some students
for the past few years. 

She added that the scams are now garnering more
attention, so many states are recognizing the issue. 

According to a press release from Kentucky.gov,
only a state may issue a GED test. The tests are not
available online, as the websites have claimed. The
seven-hour exam is administered at official GED test-
ing centers — for example the Bardstown-Nelson
County Adult and Community Education. 

Carter noted that the only way to receive a GED in
Nelson County is to go through the Bardstown-
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