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Do you think Kentucky farmers should be permitted

to grow industrial hemp?

24 percent

76 percent

No — 47 votes

Yes — 153 votes

Most widely read local 
stories last week on 

kentuckynewera.com
— Man arrested in father, son

shooting incident
— A NEW BITE
—Police: Lap dance leads to arrest
— Police: Woman drives drunk

with child in car
— Home destroyed in early 

morning fire

Charges
against
area EMT
dismissed

‘Who else is suffering?’
MIRANDA CAMPBELL: 1997-2012

BY DENNIS O’NEIL 

NEW ERA FEATURE WRITER 

Travis Campbell still has the
bullet in his pocket. 

On Feb. 3, Campbell, a cook at
O’Charley’s, left for work in the
early evening, hugging his 14-
year-old daughter, Miranda,
goodbye as he went out the door.
Miranda was supposed to spend
the night at her best friend’s
house, but said she wanted to
stay home instead.

It was the last time he would
speak to her. Campbell, 33, re-
turned home from work late that
night and went back for a 6:30
a.m. shift the next day. Just be-
fore 11 a.m., Miranda shot her-
self with one of  her father’s
guns at their Crofton apart-
ment. 

Campbell, who served
as a medic in the Army,
discovered his daughter
in her bedroom only a
few minutes after the
gunshot. While she still
had a pulse when he ar-
rived, Campbell knew
she was gone.

“There was too
much damage done,”
Campbell recalled.
“Once she pulled the
trigger, there was 
no return.”

Miranda died later

that day at Vanderbilt University
Medical Center in Nashville,
Tenn. The bullet that killed her
lodged in a bedroom wall and
was later pried out.

Sitting in her bedroom a few

days after her death, Campbell
pulled the bullet out of  his
pocket and laid it on the bed in
front of  him. Speaking in a dull
tone while staring at it, he said
he feels like he failed 

his daughter. 
“If  I had made her go spend

the night at her friend’s house,
she would not have had the op-
portunity that day,” he said. “As
hard as I tried as a parent, you
can’t help but feel that there was
one conversation or one thing
where I failed. Otherwise she
would still be here.”

Immediately after Miranda’s
death, a movement against sui-
cide and bullying sprung up in
her honor. Campbell is leading
the movement called the Mi-
randa Campbell Challenge.

Miranda, 14, was a freshman
at Hopkinsville High School.
Campbell said his daughter, who
came out as bisexual in sixth
grade, dealt with bullying on a

daily basis, largely because of
her sexual orientation.

Campbell wants the move-
ment to improve how

schools handle bullying.
According to the Na-
tional Education Asso-
ciation, six out of  10
American teenagers
witness bullying in
school every day. The
organization estimates
that 160,000 children
miss school each day

Crofton father’s grief fuels movement against bullying

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Travis and Miranda
Campbell are shown
together in this 
photo from 2007.

SEE CAMPBELL, PAGE A6

BY NICK TABOR

NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

A detective found no evidence
to support a woman’s accusation
that James Stokes, an emergency
medical technician in Oak Grove,
sexually harassed her. It comes
down to Stokes’ word against the
woman’s, he said.

For two weeks, Stokes has faced
a felony charge of  first-degree
abuse. But after the Kentucky
State Police detective testified be-
fore Christian Circuit Judge
Arnold Lynch on Friday, Lynch
dismissed the charge.

Stokes’ legal troubles are not
necessarily finished. Common-
wealth’s Attorney Lynn Pryor
may present the case to a grand
jury and let the woman testify
herself, Lynch said.

If  the grand jury found her tes-
timony convincing, it could indict
Stokes on a felony, and his case
would go through circuit court, or
it could charge him with a misde-
meanor and send his case back to
district court.

But Stokes’ attorney, Rick Bol-
ing, on Friday said the detective’s
testimony made him optimistic.

“I don’t know how a jury’s
going to convict beyond reason-
able doubt when he can’t find
probable cause,” Boling said, re-
ferring to KSP Detective Lloyd
Ray.

The woman provided the New
Era with a copy of  the written
statement she made when she re-
ported the incident to Oak Grove
police. She said it occurred on the
afternoon of  Dec. 4. She and
Stokes dropped a patient off  at
Jennie Stuart Medical Center,

Case comes down 
to his word vs. hers,
KSP detective says

SEE DISMISSED, PAGE A7

Storm rips roofs
off area buildings

FROM NEW ERA STAFF REPORTS

High winds whipping through
the area removed parts of  the
roofs of  two buildings. 

A structure at East Fifth and
Campbell streets in Hopkinsville
had a portion of  its roof  blown
off  Friday afternoon. Police
blocked off  the road nearby. 

SEE STORM, PAGE A7

Legislation would strengthen Ky.’s anti-bullying laws
BY DENNIS O’NEIL 

NEW ERA FEATURE WRITER 

Legislation is before
the Kentucky General
Assembly that would
strengthen the state’s
anti-bullying laws in re-
gard to sexual orienta-
tion. 

House Bill 336 enumer-
ates protected classes of
students who are dispro-
portionately targeted by
bullying peers. The bill
includes protections
based on students’ per-
ceived race, religion, sex-
ual orientation or gender
identity. The new law
would elevate physical

bullying to a Class 2 mis-
demeanor. 

The bill is being sup-
ported by the Fairness
Campaign, a Louisville-
based advocacy group for

lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender rights. Chris
Hartman, the organiza-
tion’s director, thinks the
legislation could improve
conditions for LGBT stu-

dents in Kentucky
schools.  

“It is there to give
teachers and administra-
tors another tool to curb
bullying,” Hartman said.
“I think (the current
laws) fall short in ac-
knowledging that some
students are targeted
more than their peers.” 

According to a 2009
school survey from the
Gay, Lesbian and Straight
Education Network, nine
out of  10 LGBT students
experience harassment
in school and three-fifths
feel unsafe in school be-
cause of  their sexual ori-
entation. The survey also

found that one-third of
LGBT youth attempt sui-
cide. 

Hartman said similar
anti-bullying legislation
was rejected in last
year’s legislative session.
Many opponents, he
said, discussed a lack of

SEE BULLYING, PAGE A7

“If I had made her go spend the night at
her friend’s house, she would not have
had the opportunity that day.”

Travis Campbell 

father n

“In smaller school districts or
rural areas, where the subject is
taboo to begin with, it gets
glazed over.”

Chris Hartman

Fairness Campaign director n

On the Web:
The Trevor Project is the leading
national organization providing
crisis intervention and suicide
prevention services to LGBT
youths. For more information, visit
www.thetrevorproject.org.

Racing along
Murray throttles
Tennessee Tech 
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Military won’t be intimidated
by attacks, Panetta says 
during visit to post
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