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Notes and news 
about WCMS Athletics

Nicole Markert, who played goalkeeper for St. Bonaven-
ture University from 2007 to 2010, has been named the 
new head girls’ soccer coach for Woodford County High 
School, according to a recent announcement made by Bob 
Gibson, Woodford’s athletic director.

In her senior year for the Bonnies in 2010, Markert 
started in 15 of 17 games, made 48 saves for a .774 save 
percentage and helped her team record an 11-6 record. 

In addition, she recorded six shutouts during her senior 
year, including a shutout victory over fi fth-seeded Mas-
sachusetts for the school’s fi rst-ever women’s soccer A-10 
championship victory.

In her career at St. Bonaventure, the Russell, Ohio-na-
tive played in 67 games, made 292 saves for a .772 save 
percentage and recorded 33 wins, 29 losses and one tie.

Academically, Markert, who majored in math, made the 
A-10 commissioner’s honor roll every semester and was a 
presidential scholar at SBU.

A longer article about Markert will appear in a future 
edition of The Woodford Sun.

ANDREW JOHNSON, 
top, tries to turn his oppo-
nent during a match at the 
Yellow Jacket Tournament 
on Saturday, Feb. 4, at The 
Hive, while Chris Mul-
lins, right, gains control 
over his opponent during 
one of his matches in the 
tourney. (Photos by Rick 
Capone)
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AARON STOVER, top, 
completes a fast break with
this layup during Wood-
ford’s win over Madison
Southern on Friday night,
while Eli Boggess, middle,
and Addison Hollin, bot-
tom, drive the ball down
the court during the 63-45
victory. (Photo by Rick 
Capone)
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WCMS wrestling fi nishes 11th at State 
BY RICK CAPONE

WOODFORD SUN SPORTS EDITOR
THE WOODFORD COUNTY MIDDLE SCHOOL
WRESTLING TEAM fi nished in 11th place out of 52
teams at the 2012 Kentucky Middle School Wrestling
State Tournament on Saturday, Feb. 4, at Montgomery
County Arena. Individually, the team had two fourth
place fi nishers, two fi fth-place fi nishers and one sixth-
place fi nisher. Team members who participated are,
front row, from left, Kimball Bruckner (coach), Joey
Roberts, Michael Eldridge, Maxton Lippert, Dermot
Cunningham, Max Andreoni and Tim Roberts (coach);
back row, Matthew Fallon, Tylan Tucker and Devin
Rose. (Photo submitted)

The Woodford County 
Middle School wrestling team 
gave a standout performance 
at the 2012 Kentucky Middle 
School Wrestling State Tour-
nament on Saturday, Feb. 4, at 
Montgomery County Arena.

As a team, Woodford fi n-
ished in 11th place out of 52 
teams with 60 points.

Winning the tournament 
was Campbell County with 
172.50 points, while Union 
County took second with 160 
points and River City fi nished 
third with 153 points.

Individually, Woodford 
had fi ve wrestlers place at the 
tournament. The top fi nish-
ers for the team were Mat-
thews Fallon, who wrestled 
in the 86-pound weight class, 
and Michael Eldridge, who 
wrestled in the 121-pound 
division. Both wrestlers fi n-
ished in fourth place in their 
divisions.

Next came Max Andreoni, 
who wrestled in the 130-pound 
weight class, and Tylan Tucker, 
who wrestled in the 70-pound 
division. Both wrestlers fi n-
ished in fi fth place in their 
divisions. 

Rounding out the top Wood-
ford fi nishers was Joey Rob-
erts, who wrestled in the 80-
pound division and fi nished in 

sixth place in his division.
Two other wrestlers, Ethan 

Gilbert and Devin Rose, also 
competed but did not place 
in the tournament. Gilbert 
wrestled in the 92-pound 
weight class and fi nished in the 
top eight, while Rose wrestled 
in the 152-pound weight class 
and fi nished in the top 16.

“Well, we have had a great 
season,” said Woodford head 
coach Kimball Bruckner. 
“We placed eleventh this year 
(at the state championships) 
with fi ve medalists. Matthew 
Fallon and Michael Eldridge 
took fourth. Tylan Tucker and 
Max Andreoni took fi fth, and 
Joey Roberts took sixth. Great 
job by everyone. 

“This sport is not easy and 
it takes a tremendous amount 
of guts to, basically, get on the 
mat for three periods and be in 
an all-out fi ght with someone 
who is the same weight,” he 
continued. “I have witnessed 
the team grow together, and 
that, to me, means everything. 
After all, in life you have to 
learn to be teammates to suc-
ceed. … I look forward to next 
year with more of the same, 
hard work and determination 
to be the best.”

Here is a recap of Wood-
ford’s tournament.

Matthew Fallon (4th place, 
86 pounds, 4-2): Fallon opened 
his state tournament with a 10-

0 major decision over Dalton 
Bell of LaRue County, then 
lost by a fall to Austin Cook 
of River County.

Fallon then won his next 
three matches. First he defeat-
ed Austin Nixon of Turkeyfoot 
with a 7-0 decision. Next he 
beat Connor Cambron of Fern 
Creek on a 2-0 decision, then 
he won a 2-0 overtime match 
against Michael Mattox of 
Harrison County to reach the 
third-place match. 

There Fallon met up once 
again with Cook of River 
County and lost by a fall to 
fi nish in fourth place.

Michael Eldridge (4th 
place, 121 pounds, 4-2): 
Eldridge followed a similar 
path as his teammate Fallon. 
Eldridge won his fi rst match 
by a fall over Jeremy Henehan 
of Fern Creek, but then lost 
to Camerin Cole of Christina 
County by a fall.

Eldridge then went on 
his own three-match win-
ning streak, defeating Jacob 
Bratcher of Fern Creek by an 
8-2 decision, Josh Stillwell of 
Union County by an 8-1 deci-
sion and then Colton Cooper 
of Summit by a 4-2 decision. 
Those wins put him in the 
third-place match, where he 
would once again face Cole 
of Christian County.

In that match, Eldridge lost 
to Cole by a 9-3 decision and 

ended his day with a strong 
fourth-place fi nish.

Tylan Tucker (5th place, 70 
pounds, 3-2): Tucker opened 
his day by winning two major 
decisions. The fi rst was a 13-
1 major decision over Jordan 
Barber of Anderson County, 
while the second was a 13-1 
major decision over Preston 
Mattingly of Apollo.

In the next round, he lost a 
13-5 major decision to eventual 
second-place fi nisher, Zach 
Holub of Turkeyfoot.

In his next match, Tucker 
lost to eventual third-place 
finisher Brock Whorton of 
North Hardin on a 3-2 deci-
sion, which placed him into 
the fi fth-place match.

There he defeated Jordan 
Sawyer of Fern Creek in a 
5-4 decision to fi nish in fi fth 
place.

Max Andreoni (5th, 130 
pounds, 4-2): Andreoni made 
the biggest comeback at the 
tournament for Woodford in 
his weight class. 

After losing his fi rst-round 
match to Jared Stadmiller of 
Campbell County, Andreoni 
went on a tear and won his 
next three matches.

His streak began with a 
fall over Jared Branch of Fern 
Creek, which was followed by 
a 4-3 decision over Andrew 
Bailey of Cooper. Next, he 
scored a 10-0 major decision 
over Zane McCoy of Ander-
son County, before losing to 
Dylan West of Larue, which 
placed him into the fi rth place 

match.
In the fi fth-place match, 

Andreoni faced off against 
Santo Biddix of Shamrock 
and scored a victory with a 
4-0 decision to take home a 
strong fi fth-place fi nish in his 
weight class.

Joey Roberts (6th place, 80 
pounds, 3-3): Roberts opened 
his tournament with a 6-0 deci-
sion over Kaleb Sapp of Ohio 
County, but then lost his next 
match, 8-4, in overtime to even-
tual fourth-place fi nisher Ian 

Creech of Walton-Verona.
In his next match, Roberts 

scored a 10-2 major decision
over Dustin Creech of Twen-
hofel, then followed that up
with a 6-0 decision over Jacob
McClintic of East Oldham.

Roberts lost his next match
by an 8-2 decision to Saul 
Ervin of Union County to put
himself into the fi fth-place
match. In that match, he lost
a 6-2 decision to Zane Brown
of Shamrock to end his meet
with a sixth-place fi nish.

3 Madison Central and No. 4 
Lexington Catholic.

In the fi rst quarter of the 
game against the Eagles, 
Woodford gained an early 8-3 
lead when Boggess stole the 
ball, drove down court and put 
in an easy layup. It was one 
of many good plays made by 
Boggess on the night. Along 
with his shooting, he was also 
solid on defense all game long 
as well.

“Eli did a good job (in the 
game),” Hundley said. “… 
You know, when he can take 
care of the ball, he’s really 
dangerous.”

Hollin extended Wood-
ford’s lead to 10-3 on a short 
jumper. Then, after the teams 
swapped a couple baskets, se-
nior guard William Starcher hit 
Johnson underneath the basket 
for a layup to give Woodford 
a 14-7 lead. 

With the fi rst quarter wind-
ing down, Hollin scored two 
more on a reverse layup to 
give the Yellow Jackets a 16-
7 lead as the quarter came to 
an end.

Woodford continued to 
widen its lead in the second 

quarter and, with about two 
minutes left, Starcher stole the 
ball from a Madison Southern 
player near half court, drove it 
down the court and put in an 
easy layup to give Woodford 
a 26-13 lead. 

On Woodford’s next pos-
session, Greenwell took a long 
pass and scored two more on 
a layup to widen the Jackets’ 
lead to 28-13. 

Woodford got to 30-13 a 
minute later when Johnson got 
a rebound and put it back up for 
the score. Then, with seconds 
remaining, Johnson got took a 
pass and scored on a layup to 
give the Jackets a 32-16 lead as 
the half came to an end.

The halftime break did not 
slow the Jackets down any, as 
they opened the third quarter 
with Boggess nailing a three-
pointer to give Woodford a 
35-16 lead.

The Jackets also continued 
their strong defensive play 
into the second half, with the 
Woodford guards meeting the 
Eagle players coming down 
court and not allowing them 
to run their plays.

“We knew that they like to 
penetrate and kick and really 
hit the shooters, and that’s one 
thing they’ve always done,” 

Hundley said. “It was just 
a matter of making sure we
closed out and actually had
good defense on the ball.”

A few minutes into the third 
quarter, the Eagles did start
to hit some of their shots, but
Woodford was able to match
them most of the way. With
time running out, Johnson hit
a three-pointer to give Wood-
ford a 44-27 lead to end the
quarter.

While Madison Southern 
opened the fi nal quarter with
a couple quick baskets to make
it 44-31, the game belonged to
Woodford. Behind a Greenwell 
layup, a breakaway layup by
senior guard Aaron Stover off a 
pass from Starcher, a steal and
layup by senior guard Rodney
Gross and another two-pointer 
by Greenwell, the Jackets blew
open the game 52-31.

After swapping a few
baskets, Boggess pretty much
sealed the game on another
three-pointer, to give the Jack-
ets a 63-37 lead – Woodford’s
biggest lead of the game – with 
under three minutes to go.

A short while later, the
Eagles scored a few more 
baskets, but it was a case of too
little, too late, and Woodford
walked away with the 63-45
victory.

In their 91-85 win over 
West Jessamine, the Yellow 
Jackets were led by Johnson,
who scored a double-double
on the night, with 24 points
and 10 rebounds. 

Two other Yellow Jackets
posted double fi gures in the
game, as Greenwell had 21
points and Gross had 17 
points. 

Woodford’s next game
is on Friday against Mont-
gomery County at 7:30 p.m.
The Yellow Jackets will also
celebrate Senior Night before
the game.

been bombarded with injury 
this season and we have never 
had a full team. The odds have 
been stacked against us from 
the beginning…

“At times it’s the younger 
guys who want it most. Tucker 
Hurst is a great example of 
this. He stayed after practice 
every day last week because 
he knew he was meeting the 
number six wrestler in the state. 
All his effort paid off and he 
beat the guy. You have to be 
willing to sacrifi ce a great deal 
if you want to be successful 
in your sport. Wrestling is, in 
my opinion, one of the tough-
est sports and if you aren’t on 
board one-hundred-ten percent 
you probably won’t win in 
the end.”

Here’s a recap of the day.

WCHS 31,Southern JV 39
The day began with Wood-

ford’s Andrew Johnson losing 
an 8-2 decision to Southern’s 
Robert Jacobs in the 126-

pound weight class, which was 
followed by Southern winning 
the 132-pound division by 
forfeit.

Woodford got on the board 
in the 138-pound division 
when Chris Mullins pinned 
John Allen. Then, after a 
double forfeit in the 145-pound 
division, Woodford’s Jordan 
Doyle won a 14-5 major deci-
sion over Southern’s Zachary 
Brown.

A series of forfeits fol-
lowed, with Southern winning 
the 160-pound, 182-pound, 
195-pound, 220-pound and 
285-pound divisions, while 
Woodford’s Chad Goodrich 
won by forfeit in the 170-
pound division.

The Mat Jackets then scored 
three wins in a row when 
Tucker Hurst won an overtime 
thriller in an 11-9 decision over 
Matthew Quintanilla in the 

106-pound division, and then 
Tate Hurst followed with a pin 
over Lyndon Thoemke.

Woodford’s Nathan Dar-
land closed things out with a 
pin over Christian Ramsey in 
the 120-pound division.

WCHS 39, Pike Co. Cen. 30
Only two matches were 

wrestled in this dual with Pike 
County Central, while 12 oth-
ers were decided by forfeit.

In the two matches that were 
wrestled, Woodford won both. 
In the fi rst, Doyle pinned Zach-
ary Mesak, and in the second 
Johnson scored a 10-9 decision 
over Jacob Hylton.

Winning by forfeit for 
Woodford was Mullins, Go-
odrich, Tucker Hurst, Tate 
Hurst and Darland, while Pike 
County won the 160-pound, 
182-pound, 195-pound, 220-
pound divisions by forfeit. 
There were also double forfeits 
in the 145-pound and 285-
pound division.

WCHS 12, Southern Var. 60
In the fi nal dual of the day, 

Woodford’s Tucker Hurst 
opened with a 9-4 decision 
over Nicholas Douglas.

That was followed by three 
tough losses by the Mat Jackets 
as Tate Hurst was pinned by 
Christian Bautista, Darland 
was pinned by Brian Crawley 
and Johnson was pinned by 
Trevor Smith.

Then, after Southern won 
by forfeit in the 132-pound 
division, Mullins fell by a pin 
to Caleb Barrett.

Both teams forfeited the 
145-pound division, then 
Doyle won a 5-3 decision over 
Christopher Cash.

Another Southern win by 
forfeit in the 160-pound divi-

sion, was followed by the most 
exciting match of the day when  
Goodrich, who wreslted in the 
170-pound division, earned 
an overtime decision over his 
Southern opponent.

The Mat Jackets next wres-
tle in the KHSAA Region 7 
Tournament this Friday and 

Saturday, Feb. 10 and 11, at 
Western Hills. Start times were 
not known at press time.

“This team has the potential 
to be champs,” Parks said. 
“Each and every one of (our 
wrestlers) has the opportunity 
to show what they know on the 
mat. I hope they all want it as 

badly as us coaches want it for
them. There is no way to ex-
plain to a wrestler the power of
winning a state championship,
whether with your team or as an 
individual. It’s something they
have to achieve themselves. No
one can do it for them.” 

WCHS names Nicole Markert 
new head girls’ soccer coach


