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Revive spirit
Editor, The Sun:

This letter is in response to Mayor Tom 
Bozarth’s column in the Jan. 26 paper.  While 
I, too, love dogs, I was much more interested 
in Becky Moore’s resignation from the city 
council.

I moved to Midway from a small town in 
Maryland about 10 years ago. That town was 
run by the county, has no mayor, has no cen-
ter. It is a bedroom community, spread over 
acreage that used to be farmland. Most of the 
few “natives” were former farmers; very few 
of the original houses in the town remained. 
Part of what had been the town was torn down 
to make room for a strip mall. I had a lovely 
home in a not-so-lovely community.

Then I came to Midway. I met many kind, 
gracious, considerate people here. I met no 
one that I did not like. 

Ten years ago, Becky Moore was mayor. 
She came to see me. The town was vital, then. 
There was the re-building of Main Street along 
the railroad, shops and restaurants  were nearby, 
Francisco’s Farm was in the planning. After I 
jokingly remarked to a shop owner that I had 
only talked to my three-year-old granddaughter 
for about six months, she introduced me to 

someone who introduced me to someone else. 
I was invited to join the women’s club. Neigh-
bors were welcoming, too. A woman’s club 
acquaintance invited me to join a Renaissance 
committee, and though I  felt quite inadequate 
to contribute, I attended meetings and watched 
the process. I was very impressed by the work 
of the women who planned  Francisco’s Farm. 

When I compared the vibrancy of this com-
munity with the little town I’d left behind in 
Maryland I knew that I landed in a very very 
good spot. Friends from Maryland came to 
see me and all agreed.

I think that much of the community spirit 
that I felt then came from Becky Moore’s 
leadership. Her love of her community was 
catching. Her willingness to work for grants 
to fi nance the rebuilding of Main Street, her 
imagination as to what could be done, her 
openness to all citizens – new and old – gave 
Midway an aura that I believe it may be losing. 
I like our affable current mayor, but wonder if 
he realizes that  most of us are more interested 
in hearing about what projects and plans he 
may have to revive the community spirit that 
we had during Mayor Becky’s tenure than we 
are in learning about his dog. 

Sara M. Porter
Midway

From Our Files
10 Years Ago
February 7, 2002

Five incumbent county-
wide offi cials are running 
without opposition in the 
May 28 primary. They are 
Judge-Executive Joe Gorm-
ley, County Clerk Corine 
Woolums, County Attorney 
Alan George, Coroner J. 
Steve Ward, and Sheriff John 
Coyle.

The state Legislature on 
Wednesday of last week 
made some redistricting 
changes, among which will 
leave Joe Graviss’s bid for 
the District 30 state Senate 
seat in limbo. Woodford’s 
new district is now the 7th, 
and no candidate has fi led 
in that district. Furthermore, 
the 7th, an odd-numbered 
district, would not be on this 
year’s ballot.

On the president’s list at 
Western Kentucky Univer-
sity for the fall semester were 
Woodford students Cynthia J. 
Barnes, Amanda B. Hetzel, 
Alicia Pence, Heather D. 
Mitchell, Kristin F. Hartley, 
and Amanda M. King. On the 
dean’s list were Courtney L. 
Burge, Jill K. Goh, Brianna 
K. Richardson, Adam C. 
Kring, Many L. Hicks, Eliza-
beth D. Woerner, Stephen 
D. Martin, Abigail C. King, 
Rachel N. Waford, Aaron 
T. Smither, and Brandon A. 
Hamilton.

WCHS freshman Destiny 
Mattingly was presented with 
a basketball commemorat-

ing her 1,000th career point 
during halftime of the Lady 
Jackets’ 63-35 win over 
Lafayette Monday night. 
Mattingly, who reached the 
milestone with her 12th point 
just before the half, scored a 
total of 20 points in the game.

25 Years Ago 
February 12, 1987 

Woodford County High 
School wrestler Marc Rich-
ardson has surpassed Jeff 
Fitch as the school’s win-
ningest wrestler, reaching 
the 168-victory mark at last 
Saturday’s district tourna-
ment held in Frankfort and 
won by Woodford. 

WCHS students nomi-
nated for U.S. military acade-
mies are Terry R. Gostomski, 
Andrew Hardesty, and David 
Morgan. 

Byron Drury of Versailles 
graduated in December from 
the University of Kentucky 
with a B.S. degree in agri-
culture economics. 

Navy Ensign Jeffrey K. 
Grimes of Versailles has 
completed the Offi cer Indoc-
trination School at the Naval 
Education and Training Cen-
ter, Newport, R.I. 

Ruth Roach of Midway 
returned home last week after 
a trip to Australia and New 
Zealand. 

Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Rouse 
of Midway have returned 
from a 10-day cruise around 
the Yucatan Peninsula aboard 
the yacht “The Sea Cloud.” 

They also visited in Naples, 
Fla. 
40 Years Ago 
February 17, 1972 

The WCHS Yellow Jacket 
wrestlers successfully de-
fended their regional crown 
last weekend and will partici-
pate in the state tournament 
this coming weekend. 

A Lexington cable televi-
sion fi rm has been granted a 
franchise to serve an area of 
Woodford County compris-
ing Sycamore, Gaybourn, 
and Glenhaven Colony sub-
divisions. 

Woodford County’s am-
bulance service has been 
called the best out of 79 
county-operated systems by 
the Kentucky Department of 
Public Safety. 

A federal  grant  of 
$190,740 has been approved 
for Versailles to be used for 
the expansion of its sewage 
plant. 

Gayle Forkner was named 
one of 10 recipients of a “best 
performance” certifi cate at 
the recent Regional High 
School Drama Festival at 
Eastern Kentucky University. 

Cheerleaders for the 7th 
and 8th grades at Nonesuch 
Elementary School are Feli-
cia Goodrich, Peggy Scales, 
Vicki Flora, Brenda Whalen, 
Diana Paul, and Sandy Har-
low. The 5th and 6th grade 
cheerleaders are Sherry 
Scott, Terry Strange, Lorri 
Paul, Becky Miller, Lucinda 
Donovan, and Nan Seal. 

Guest Opinion
Unsung heroes

BY DR. MICHAEL B. MCCALL

Every February during 
Black History Month we honor 
outstanding African-American 
inventors, activists and trail-
blazers who have made a sig-
nifi cant impact on society. But 
not everyone who has made a 
difference will fi nd their names 
in a textbook. There are thou-
sands of unsung heroes in every 
Kentucky community who 
deserve recognition. They are 
people like Kathryn H. Hunt, 
a 1989 graduate of Lexington 
Community College (now 
Bluegrass Community and 
Technical College). After com-
pleting an associate degree she 
transferred to the University of 
Louisville and became the fi rst 
African-American to gradu-
ate from the physical therapy 
program. Now with 20 years of 
success in her fi eld, Hunt men-
tors high school and college 
students considering careers 
in physical therapy. Like so 
many students entering college 
for the fi rst time Hunt faced 
a number of obstacles. She 
struggled at times academi-
cally and faced intense family 
obligations while caring for 
her sick mother. Recalling her 
assignments she shares, “my 
notebook paper was smudged 
and torn, by repetitive erasing, 
soggy from tears . . . from 
my diffi culties.” Statistically, 
minority students face more 
impediments while pursuing 
higher education because they 
are more likely to be the fi rst 
in their families to attend or 
complete college and often 
face socioeconomic challenges 
that limit resources to fi nance 
higher education. 

A primary mission of the 
Kentucky Community and 
Technical College System 

(KCTCS) is to encourage more 
students like Kathryn Hunt to 
earn a college degree and to 
assist them in achieving their 
dreams. To this end, on Feb. 
12, KCTCS is sponsoring an 
annual community outreach 
initiative called Super Sunday 
that is designed to reach out 
to prospective students like 
Kathryn and their families. 
Super Sunday targets the 
African-American commu-
nity through one of its most 
prominent outreach networks: 
the church. This year, Super 
Sunday events will take place 
at 34 lead churches and include 
college fairs at 25 locations. 
(Editor’s note: See page 1 for 
information about Woodford 
County’s Super Sunday event.) 
College faculty and staff will 
join pastors and worship lead-
ers to spread the education 
gospel, that “Yes You Can Go 
to College…Yes You Can Get 
a College Degree ... and Yes 
You Can Have a High Paying 
job!” At each location, KCTCS 
teams will offer college infor-
mation and encourage mentor 
relationships to help students 
and parents make a fully in-
formed college plan. 

As the state’s only open-ac-
cess postsecondary institution 
with locations within a 30-min-
ute drive of most Kentuckians, 
KCTCS is perfectly positioned 
to take the lead in ensuring 
every citizen receives the 
education needed to achieve a 
successful career. And we are 
proud that minority enrollment 
is growing at our colleges. In 
fact, since 2005 KCTCS has 
seen an 88.8 percent increase 
in total minority enrollment 
with a 60.2 percent increase 
among African-American 
students. However, our work 
is not fi nished. The Council 

on Postsecondary Education 
(CPE) reports that while 
Kentucky’s graduation rates 
have improved by six percent 
since 2000, the gap between 
minority students and white 
students with college degrees 
has widened by three per-
cent, a clear indication some 
African-American students are 
still getting lost in the higher 
education pipeline. 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
wrote: “we are caught in an 
inescapable network of mutu-
ality, tied in a single garment of 
destiny. Whatever affects one 
directly, affects all indirectly.” 
When a student succeeds 
our community improves. 
College graduates earn more 
money, have more spending 
dollars and create a stronger 
economy. Communities with 
higher graduation rates have 
lower unemployment, greater 
community engagement and 
improved quality of life. The 
next generation of students will 
build the foundation we depend 
on for a stronger Kentucky. 
Kathryn Hunt is hard at work 
to mentor the classes of 2012 
and beyond. Will you join her 
in those efforts? 

You have likely heard the 
African proverb “It takes a 
village to raise a child.” In 
that spirit, as college admin-
istrators, educators, parents, 
policymakers and the general 
public, we all must play a role 
in our higher education village 
to put all students on the right 
path to earn a college degree, 
be successful members of 
society and contribute their 
skills and talents to our great 
Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

Dr. Michael B. McCall is 
president of the Kentucky Com-
munity and Technical College 
System (KCTCS).

Last-minute 
tax tips

(ARA) - Are you among the 
millions of Americans who 
scramble every year to meet 
Uncle Sam’s income tax fi ling 
deadline?

The Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS) estimates that 
one-third of Americans wait 
until the last minute to fi le 
their personal income tax 
returns (for 2011 income 
tax returns, the deadline has 
been extended to April 17). 

To help you make the most 
of tax season, here are some 
tips from FindLaw.com, the 
nation’s leading website for 
free legal information:

Start a fi le. Somewhere 
in your home, create a place 
where you can store all the 
documents you’ll need to 
complete your taxes.

Seek advice for your small 
business. From the moment 
you decide to open a small 
business, go to an accountant 
who specializes in working 
with small business owners 
and get advice on how to prop-

erly and accurately record all 
of your business expenses and 
revenue.

Get help. Get the help of 
a professional tax preparer 
immediately after you receive 
W-2 forms from your em-
ployer in order to complete 
and fi le your taxes before the 
fi ling deadline.

Go electronic. Every year, 
more and more people fi le 
their taxes electronically. 
Why? Because it offers ease 
of use and quicker tax refunds, 
which are typically issued two 
weeks after a taxpayer fi les an 
electronic return.

BY STEPHEN BURNETT
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Rubloff Development 
Group’s moribund Ver-
sailles Center was at the top 
of a list of properties in the 
city deemed as blighted by 
a new committee, a list that 
Versailles City Council ap-
proved on Tuesday.

Now, according to a 
city ordinance passed last 
November, after owners 
of those properties receive 
written notices, they will 
have 30 days to make im-
provements. If changes are 
not made, property owners 
face an enormous increase 
in property taxes: from 5.4 
cents for every $100 of a 
site’s assessed value, to 75 
cents per $100.

The Versailles Center 
complex and its surrounding 
land at the corner of Lexing-
ton Road and the U.S. 60 
Bypass is only one of nine 
sites on the committee’s 
list. Marjorie Evans, one of 
the three council-appointed 
committee members, de-
scribed others to the coun-
cil. Those include the old 
Woodford County Middle 
School on Maple Street, 
two Curry Court buildings, 
a structure on Morgan Street, 
and two Martin Luther King 
Jr. Boulevard sites.

“A lot of these properties 
are rental properties and 
there really isn’t any reason 
that the owners do not keep 
these properties up,” Evans 
said. “The city is serious 
about this, because the rates 
will go up when you vote 
for these properties to be as-
sessed. And (City Attorney) 
Bill Moore and I will be 
getting together to draft the 
letter to go out to the property 
owners.”

Those will be sent some-
time before March 1, before 
property tax bills go out, 
Moore said.

“We’re not trying to pun-
ish or penalize these particu-
lar properties or others,” said 
Mayor Fred Siegelman. “We 
simply want these properties 
fi xed. … We’re giving them 
good incentives.”

That will also help main-
tain values of adjoining 
properties, council member 
Ken Kerkhoff added.

Owners, however, can 
appeal the fi nding of aban-
donment to the committee 
itself. But if its members 
maintain the land is blighted, 
owners can take an appeal 
to Woodford Circuit Court.

During discussion over 
the committee’s fi ndings, 
however, Moore pointed out 

Versailles Center, other 
sites, listed as blighted

that numbers for the proper-
ties’ regular tax prices had 
been overestimated. The cor-
rected fi gures would show, 
for example, that though 
Rubloff now pays $2,352.24 
for its property taxes (its as-
sessed value is $4,356,000), 
under the blighted-property 
tax, it would pay $32,670.

Council members con-
fi rmed that the committee 
meant to recognize both 
the abandoned buildings on 
Rubloff’s property, and the 
surrounding fi eld, as blight-
ed. At that, council member 
Carl Ellis said that calling a 
vacant fi eld blighted could 
seem a legal stretch. But 
Moore said that before Elllis 
was elected to the council, 
the city had many issues with 
that site, among them trash 
being dumped and improper 
mowing, with which Evans 
also agreed.

Wastewater issues
Heavy rains and over-

loads to the wastewater treat-
ment system have resulted in 
at least two fi nes to the city, 
according to public works 
utility manager Mitzi De-
lius. That is because of the 
system’s inability to treat 
wastewater for Escherichia 
coli (E. coli), a harmful 
bacteria, fast enough before 
releasing the water fl ow back 
in Glenns Creek, Delius said.

Siegelman, though, said 
he wanted to assure city 
residents that the problems 
do not affect the city’s drink-
ing water systems — only 
the separate wastewater 
treatment system, which in 
years past has often been 
swamped by record rainfalls. 
“Not everyone out there 
understands the separation 
and difference,” between the 
systems, he said, and added 
that many city wastewater 
treatment systems struggle 
with similar problems during 
heavy-rain periods.

Delius said the fi ne, paid 
to the state, would have 
originally been $10,000. But 
she managed to negotiate it 
to half that, then fi nally to 
$3,000 — an amount the 
council agreed to pay.

The city prefers spending 
money to fi x the problem’s 
source, Delius said she told 
the state.

However, another viola-
tion of E. coli permit limits 
is likely due, she told council 
members. At present, the 
city’s wastewater plant sim-
ply can’t keep up with water 
fl ow during heavy rains, and 
is due for an upgrade that 
is optimally made every 20 
years. The last was in 1992, 
she said.

One contributing factor to 
the extra water fl ow is older 
houses with sump pumps 
that empty into the system,
the mayor said. Recently the
city of Winchester passed an 
ordinance requiring city em-
ployees to go door-to-door, 
asking after residents’ illegal 
sump pumps that emptied
into the city’s sanitary sewer 
system. Versailles would 
prefer not doing the same,
Siegelman said.

Wastewater entering the 
plant goes through a treat-
ment process in which it is
chlorinated to kill bacteria,
then de-chlorinated before
being discharged, Delius 
said. At high fl ow, the plant 
doesn’t have enough time to 
kill all the bacteria, resulting
in exceeding the E. coli limit. 
So far, those violations seem 
to have occurred in Novem-
ber 2010 and August 2011.
But although the city may
have discharged wastewater 
with bacteria over its per-
mit limit, that water would 
have been diluted in the 
fl oodwater-swelled Glenns 
Creek anyway, Delius added.

E. coli is a bacteria com-
mon in humans’ lower intes-
tines, and also comes from
animals like cows, horses 
and pigs — meaning some 
amounts will already be in
the creek naturally.

Other matters
• Council members ap-

proved a review of the 
records of a zone change 
request for several proper-
ties on Simmons Street, 
and later gave fi rst reading 
to an ordinance that would 
change those sites’ zoning 
from Old-Historical 2 to 
Old-Historical 3. The county 
Planning and Zoning Com-
mission had already recom-
mended those properties be
rezoned, Moore said.

• Members approved a 
municipal order amending
city employees’ salaries for 
this fi scal year.

• The city approved ap-
propriating a pre-budgeted 
amount of $3,000 for this
year’s Woodford County 
High School Project Gradu-
ation.

• The Versailles Police 
Department will seek bids
for an old vehicle, after the 
council’s vote.

• After Fire Chief Frankie 
Shuck’s requests, council 
members approved two bids, 
one for a new furnace at a 
training station, another for
new windows at another fi re 
department facility.

• Council member Mary 
Ellen Bradley was absent 
from the meeting.


