
r

TOW
HSHf

Volume I. LOUISYILLE, KY, ..THURSDAY APRIL 20, 1865. liber 4.

For tin Free Christian Commocwe.iUh.

"An Ecclesiastical Asskmohok Visited bit
a FitovosT Marshal. We are informed that the
membei of the St. Louis f'reabytory, now in
Bes&ion in the Old School rresbvten.tn Church,
corner of "Walnut find Sixteenth ptrc-c-ts-, of
which Rev. James If. Brooks is pnstir, were
waited upon yesterday by the District Provost
Marshal, for "the purpose of having their atten-
tion called to Order No. G2, series of 1S04, issu-
ed by Gen. Rosecrans. The order requires ev-

ery member of an ecclesiastical body, before
taking part in debate, and in the business per-
taining to such a body, to take the otitb. ot al-

legiance. It appears that a majority of the
members of the Presbytery had beforo taken
the oath, but that the Provost Marshal had
neglected to keep a list of the names of such
members. Upon the present occasion the le- -;

mands of the were explained, end the
oath was taken by all the members."

Lest the above should find its way
into the religious press uncontradicted,
I send you the following :

The Presbytery of St. Louis adjourn-

ed on rednesday, to meet the next morn-

ing, to take" up" the lusi nessojC
BtreetiGlntreh. Tfaid:) j. tfj-tt- u'iiig, the
T- - wt MaiVijaf "to Fte--byter-

and sent the following o.th to the ."Mo-

derator : "We the undersigned, members
of the Presbytery of St. Louis, do swear,
&c. the llosecrans military oath. There
was some confusion, and a motion to

adjourn. Members were tired of this
annoyance. The Provost Marshal ask-

ed permission to aidless the body, lie
said he cnuie ia person in preference to

sending a suboulinate, from respect to

Presbytery. The record of the roil of
Presbytery convened some three months
siuee, was lost or misplaced. The order
under which he acted was stringent,
and left him no discretion, lie was
limited to ascertain from the records of
his office, whether any of the members
had failed to take the oath, and there
was nothing filed, so wheu ho received
the communication which the stated
clerk had been directed to make with
the roll of the present Presbytery,'
he came himself. The paper he pre-

sented met the exigencies of the case.
If all the members subscribed it, he
would see that it was properly filed,
that there might'be no repetition of this
annoyance, or any further tnibarrasmeut
to Presbytery.

llev. A. Yanderlippe, of the First Ger-

man Church, St. Louis, said, that he had
supposed that the acqaiescenee of Pres-

bytery at its last meeting, and the late
modification of the order, had settled
this matter for all time, but lie now saw
that there irourld lx annoyaase at every
meeting. Ministers might subscribe
this oath, bat as the elders were almost
always changed, this question must be
continually coming up. He therefore
moved that Presbytery adjourn sine die,
after the appointment of a committee to
confer with the authorities, and not to
meet again until called together after a

satisfactory arrangement.
The Provost Marshal left the meeting

without administering the oath to any
one, and tho Moderator, Rev. Mr. Nich-

ols, explained that Presbytery as a body,
had nothing to do with this matter. It
concerned members only as individuals.
Each could do as he pleased. Each could
assume his individual responsibility. He
now saw, however, that the matter was
more objectionable than he supposed at
first. The paper read members of Pres-

bytery, lie hoped the regular course
of business would be resumed. Rev.
A. Yanderlippe withdrew his motion.

This is the substance of what trans-

pired at Presbytery. There have been
no arrests, and as far as is known, no
one withdrew on account of any order
to refrain from taking part in the

proceedings.

If the disgraceful exclusion of quali-
fied members from participation in the
proceedings of the Synod of Missouri
has satisfied any that there was, after
all, something' objectionable in order
No, G2, the aoove ought also to show
them that the .Lite modification will

not remove repoi.t from ecclesiastical
courts, and restore' 9em to their primi-
tive freedom.

The late Attorney General of the
United States, who is also a Presbyte-
rian elder, in a recent letter to the peo-

ple of Missouri, says that " Martial law
is not the governing rule over this State.
It does not exi-- t here, and whatever
may have been done under that pretense,
and contrary to the laws of the land,
is a personal wrong and a punishable
usurpation." If that assertion be true,
and we advise every one to read his en-

tire letter, what becomes of that pro-

position, announced so pompously in
Synod, that obedience to law is obedi-
ence to God. And what becomes also
of all those other inferences and con-

clusions, based upon its legal existence,
which cringing cowards snd crawling
sycophants have not only given utter-
ance to, but attempted to make the jus-
tifiable basis of their actions.

The end of the rebellion draws so
nigh, and military rule is so soon to
give place to civil authority, that we
might be justified in dismissing order
No. C2 from further consideration. In-

deed, we should not again have called
attention to its operation upon Presby-
tery, had not those who were the origin

ating cause of it embodied its principles
in the new Constitutiou of this State.

If that Constitution becomes our orgsu-i- c

law, tho State will then determine by
a political test oarh, who is " competent
as a bishop, priest, deacon, minister,
elder or other clergyman of any reli-

gious persuasion, sect or denomination
to teach or preach, or solemnize mar-

riage." The question will then come

up on its real merits, and we shall see

if the apologists for the temporary
manacling of the ministry, are the ad-

vocates for the permanent abridgement
of the privileges, liberties and authori-
ty of the Church. Elder.

For the Ftee Christian Commonwealth.

The latest Somersault of a Iteyerend
. Actor. Cone to his own l'lacc.
Among other notable proceedings of

trie late Kentucky Annual Conference
at Newport, we observe the following
item, which recalls to us, as it will to

others, some curious reminiscences of a

theatrico ministerial celebrity, whose
moral would seem to be that the stage
is not the best course of preparation for
usefulness in the ministry.

Applications for membership were taken up.
A certificate of the regular standing of Dr. C
li. Pursons up to December, 29th, 1S04, together
with his withdrawal of same date, from the M.
E. Church South, attested by Rev. Thomas
Itottomly, presiding elder of the Louisville dis-
trict, nnd other indorsements of him, were
read. In answer to queries of ibe chair, Dr.
Parsons spoke with great (distinctness re-

specting tiie polity and present status of
tiio il.'E. Church," that he lovfd and fully
subscribed 1o. It was resolved, unanimously,
after a full canvasa of the Doctor's character
and titandiu?, to readmit him, as coming from
the Quarterly Conference of Centenary Station,
New Albany, Intl., into this Anuual Confer-
ence. A few words were s lid by Dr. Parsons,
in rcaponso to this cordial welcome hometo the
mother church, under cousiderabie emotion.

As to how it became necessary for a

distinguished Doctor of Divinity to go
down and sround, through the New Al-

bany Centenary Station Quarterly.Con-feienc- e,

on his way from the "Church
South," to the " Church North," we are
net skilled enough ia ecclesiastical eti-

quette to explain. We pass directly on

therefore, to our reminiscence.

Many years ago the Methodist Church
in a sort of rafiio with the theatre, like
the boy of the common proverb, " won

the elephant ;" and not unlike the boy,
after the first transport of joy at her
good luck was over, found herself a
good deal puzzled to knov what to do
with her ponderous prize) - For skillful
as Methodism has ever shown herself
in the use of the philosopher's stone,
transmuting every variety of mental,
moral and spiritual substance that falls
into her hands into beaten gold of the
sanctuary, the present proved to be a

rather refractory substance. The chief
distinction of the new convert on the
stage had been won in doing the roar-ir.- g

part of " roaring Ralph Stackpole."
Now, very true, the i: roaring" accom-
plishment, even without posture and
gesticulation to match, was not without
its value in the good old times of pion-

eer Methodism. But it needed to be
associated with deep and earnest spiri-
tuality of heart; zeal for holding up
Christ, rather than self, for the sin-

ner's admiration ; and that intuitive,
common sense perception of the spiritu-
al meaning of God's word, which ena-

bles even an ignorant man 3 to
break the bread of life skillfully, giving
saint and sinner his portion in due sea-

son. Obviously, the training of the
stage, and the app-etit- there acquired
for the applause of the urban critics of
the pit, illy fitted the new acquisition
for that humble sort of work ; while hia
ignorance of literature, sacred or pro-

fane, and want of the mental capacity
needful to remedy such defect, rendered
itrirnpo.ssible for him to sustain himself
anywhere after the curiosity to see the
odd prize the Church had won, and the
novely of the muring had subsided a
little.

Ilenee, therefore, a perpetual jar must
occtir, between his own estimate of
the consideration due his greatness,
backed by the judgmeut of the popu-
lace, which conceives of gospel preach-
ing, as chiefly the roaring of the stage
sanctified a little, and the estimate of
his ministerial brethren backed by the
judgment of sober-minde- intelligent
Christians. The latter estimate seemed
to regard the elephantine physique and
marvellous roaring power as about all
that nature had done for him, and the
chief thing that grace had done, was
the working in him tli3 change of taste
evinced by his desire to transfer from the
stage to the pulpit his roaring, with all
the accompaniments of posture, gesture
and tragic emotion, as a means of arrest-

ing 8iid converting sinners. Cut the
former estimate on the contrary, regard-

ed the elephantine physique and roaring
power as but an inadequate type of
the intellectual man, about as Tom
Thumb might be conceived of as typify-
ing Daniel Lambert in the sense of be-

ing of the same genus homo.

This jarring incongruity between the
machine and the work to be done, and
the no less jarring estimate of the pow-

ers of the machine, prodnoed the inevi-- ,

table result of disappointment, restless-

ness and dissatisfaction. It seemed im-

possible to suit the machine to the work;
for however well it started off, creating
the highest anticipations of success, it
soon lost it3 efficiency. Hence, new and
exceptional arrangements had continu-
ally to be made ; experimental trials,
with little satisfactory results ; concess-

ions of the Lion's share of the honors
and distinctions to meet the exactions
of the large estimate of himself by the
reverend aetor and the pit ; straining
of the rules and all with a good deal
of straining of the consciences also, by
his brethren of the Conference, in their
patient and praiseworthy efforts to make
all things work smoothly. All this,
however, could only postpone the trou-

ble rather than cure it. In spite of all
their efforts the theatrical star resolved
on seeking a new engagement at a more
fashionable, n house, carrying
with him the select portion of the pat-

ronage, and satisfy his desires for repu-

tation with less ia quantity but higher
in quality. No longer roaring as the
Lion for the groundlings of Methodist
down-towhis- he will " roar you gently
as a sucking dove," in Episcopal gown
and bands as a successor of Jeremy
Taylor, Leightoa, Hobart and White.
But alas ! just conceive of Stackpole on
the stage, with neither pit nor galleries,
roaring at the undemonstrative tenants
of the boxes ! After a brief trial, in
the yearning hunger of his spirit for its
quantum of food, however coarse, and
with apparently the most profound peni-

tence in the graphic language of the
conference reporter he went " home

to the mother Church under considerable
emotion."

But the tfoubies of conscious great-

ness in such a world as this, are inera-

dicable by any mere change of place.

" So when a raging fever burns,
We shift from side to side by turns,
And 'tis a poor relief we gain
To change tha place and keep the pain."

Shortly after this return to the old
bos rds, the war broke out. In the ef-

fort to fire the national heart, and the

honest desire of the people of Kentucky
to secure "the constitution us it is, and

the union as it wus," roaring was for a

little while at a premium, even among
the rfiKire intelligent circles, and stars,

spangies, stripes, spread-eagle- s waved

rhetorically, aud even with the tolera-

tion of many sensible men in the exu-

berance of their patriotism from the

pulpit itself. So long as this state of things
lasted, the returned Methodist prodigal
enjoyed a temporary millennial glory and
bliss. But when it turned out that the
firing of the national heart was done
with coals taken from the inoloch altars
of Abolitionism that the movement,
under guise of maintenance of the union,
was a crusade against slavery, ia order
to the success of which must
be first rendered impossible, save by
extermination of the Southern Church
and State, and under the domination of
Christ rejecting and Bible rejecting
Yankeeism, then stars and spangles and
stripes and spreadreagles and roaring,
suddenly foil to a discount in the Metho-

dist, as ia otherJhurches. Thus the
reverend actor, jjusfc as be had well
learned the new part, or rather the old
part, with variations, found " Othello's
occupation gone."

Nothing could be more natural, there-

fore, than the resolve to seek a fourth
new engagement, even though it be
at the "Bowery."'" Nothing more na-

tural than that it should be consumma-
ted, as this Conference record shows, to

the mutual satisfaction of managers and
actor. Nor do we see why the latter
may not have a longer and more noto-

rious career now before him than ever.
" He has found his affinity," as the free
lovers would say a pit, gallery and box-

es that roaring and " waving" will suit.
The public stomach that could, with-

out loathing, receive the coarse ribald
blasphemies of Brownlow, and admire
his worse than Fallstaffian bravery of
hypocrisy and cowardice, is not likely
to perceive any want of spiritual unc-

tion in the roarings of Dr. Parsons.
Any want of moral principle beyond
the first principle of taking care of num-

ber one; any want of the first elements
of scientific learning, or any want of the
logical principle to make any use of
the knowledge if he had it. In our
judgment he has just made the shrewd-

est move of all his ministry, and we are
tempted to think we may havf all along
underrated his sharpness. At the same

time, we congratulate our excellent sober-

-minded brethren of the old Confer-

ence, and venture to hint to them to be
more cautious hereafter how they let
Methodism raffle with tho theatre for
another "elephant." Pal'l.

Oye lingering, doubting, fej.rful souls,
in Christ Jesua there is pie nteous re-

demption, even for you ! now

is tho accepted time. God in still wait-

ing to be gracious.

The alarmim change In the Kcliglous
Spirit ant! Temper of the Church.

What an impression would be pro-

duced upon the mind of a truly pious

man returning to this country, af-e- an

absence of five or'six years, and in the

mean time having heard nothing- - of the

change which has taken place in the

feelings and actions of Christian people,

were he to enter a place of worship and

hear tho new go-p- el of war, bloodshed

and abolition preached with such vehe-

mence by those ministers who former-

ly preached Christ and Hint crucified ?

The change to such; a man would ap-

pear so striking that he would at once

conclude, that the minister who could

thus preach, and the people who

would listen to sV.-- preaching, must

have received some new revelation from

God, of which he was entirely ignorant,

or the masfrifaTo- vfkeizUee-- l from the

truth as it is in Jesus. ,

Or, suppose that one of our devoted

Foreign Missionaries, who had been la-

boring amidst the heathenism of India,
China, or Africa, during the same period,
and had never seen a copy of any of the

religio.ts paper3,exhibiting
the change which had come over the re-

ligious views of the people in this coun-

try but remained in blissful ignorance
of all the events of this eventful peri-

od should have, immediately upon his

return, entered our General Assembly
and heard the editor of the " Standard"

offering a resolution before that body,
proposing a certain kind of religious
service rather than another, to be ob-

served, upon the ground that the one
would not be so likely as the other, to

affect the American stocks unfavorably
in the British market the steamer just
being about to sail to that country
what consternation would have filled his
mind, and what fearful apprehensions
would he naturally have had, that the
thunderbolts of Jehovah's wrath would
burst upon that Assembly, and he him
self share in the just judgments of God
upon such impiety and profanity ? And
how would he have been further shock-

ed had he remained to witness, by this
same Assembly, the ecclesiastical execu
tion of one faithful and beloved, because
he would not prostitute his high office as

a minister of the gospel', to satisfy the
fwaticisni lof a po'itie party in his
Church, antf a' worse out politico! par-

ty in his Presbytery. '

With what feelings of sorrow and
shame would he have witnessed many
other acts of that Assembly, as its mem-

bers, when attempting to do that which
was right and proper in a court of Jesus
Christ, had invariably to state, first of

all, that they were loyal to Cassar, that
their loyalty to Christ might be excus-

ed, and avoid the exposure of the radical
religious press to the wrath of their fa-

natical flock, who were aating out their
loyalty by robbing Cajsar, 'unmindful of
tho scriptural injunction concerning
earthly treasures. And how can we

find language to express the horror
which such a stranger to the new gospel
would have felt as he listened to the pro-

position, passed " almost unanimously,"
of that Assembly, as it charged the mem-

bers of the Presbyterian Church, to la-

bor earnestly for the destruction of sla-

very in this country, the time having
come, in the Providenee of God, when

every vestige of it should be effaced ;

the indications of Providence being " the

President's declared policy not to con-

sent to the reorganization of civil gov-

ernment within the seceded States upon
any other basis than that of emancipa-
tion." '

.

To us who have observed this change
in its regular progressive eourse, it is
difficult to realize how fearfully we as a
Church, have departed from the pure
gospel winch has so long been preached
from our pulpits, and which has been
the glory of our country, and filled with

hope also, the minds of Christians in other
lands. Still this change is felt and ac-

knowledged by all right thinking men,
even though they have witnessed it in
all its progressive stages. And so keen-

ly are they alive to its tremendous con-

sequences, that many are obeying the

Apostolic injunction " from such with-

draw thyself." And if we do not great-

ly mistake the signs of the times, a more
extensive exodus will yet take place.

While we do not lay all the blame of

this corruption, which is rapidly destroy-

ing the visible Church of God, upon the
ministry, yet they are much more to

blame than the people, in that they have

yielded to the fanaticism of the times,
and preached according to their wishes,

rather than the Divine commission ;

and now they find it difficult to retrace

their steps and preach the gospel as in

days past. The people have come to
consider the minister, not as the servant

of Christ, but as their servant; and as

their servant he must obey their bohests.

An incident was related to us the other

day, by a friend, whose testimony none

of our readers would gainsay, of a young
minister who visited the army under the

direction of the Christian Commission ;

and while attending to the wants of the
sick in one of the hospitals, he came
upon a young Confederate soldier whose
days on earth, to all human appearance,
were soon to terminate. This young
minister found him to be an intelligent
youth, and greatly concerned about his
soul's eternal welfare. He at once di-

rected him to the great physician, Christ,
as able to save to the very uttermost all
who would come unto God through Him.
The prayers and instructions of this
young minister, as he unfolded the plan
of salvation to the dying soldier, were
blessed of God to his conversion, and
he died in great triumph, through faith
in Jesus Christ. The minister upon his
return home, related this fact to his
people, supposing that they, too would
rejoice with him over the lost 'sinner
saved. But no, the story met with no

approving response from them. And
though they have not yet told him to
seek a new field of labor, some of them
hae already whispered that probably
their preacher is not as "loyal" as he
ought to be, or he could not have spo-

ken so affectionately of that " rebel"
who deserved to die. And as for his
triumphant death, they could not receive
that statement with any joy, it being im-

possible for them to conceive of God's
loving any one whom they hated.

For the Face Christian Commonwealth.

Church Politics.
Christ is the light of the world, and

they that follow him shall not walk in
darkness. There is nothing of which
this is truer than in regard to ecclsias-tiea- l

bodies. It has in deed a speciality
of truth and application to them. And
just as they have followed Christ, and
just as they shall continue to follow
him, so have they had, and so shall they
continue to have the light of life shi-

ning upon them. But as they pudge,
and as they V&T,1ta?ii kri 'fa, but
kata sarlca hai kata let . '$n, so
have they always been, and so will they
continue to be, blind leaders bf the blind.
They thus pervert their nature and be

come a vast and complicated injury to
the world, instead of a great and various
blessing. They thus lose for the Church
the respect of the world, and render her
no longer worthy of honor or trust.

And this has been the precise course
pursued these last four years by the
different denominations of the lan 1." In-

stead of calmly and quietly attending,
like Christ and his Apostles, to the af
fairs of the Qhurch, and to that alone,
attending to no wars, and voting no
resolutions of blood an
they have been mis
scriptural
and poltii r end-ii- t

less theme times,
.

have attended to
1

their political and martial duties with a

spirit so intolerant, and with an inde-

cency so furious as to call down the con-

demnation of all men who have su
sense of decency, moderation, and

fitness of things left. We do not charge
any special indecency of manner upon
our General Assembly. The bad things
which it has done has from habit, not
from spirit, been done with as much
grace and gravity as such things would
admit of. The Pope and his Cardinals,
in couclave, settling the affairs of States,
deciding the allegiance of civil powers,
and working the machinery of the In-

quisition, have no doubt done such
things with a decency, gravity, and dig-

nity worthy of all commendation, were
they not in such terrible contrast with
the things done and devised.

But like all such conclaves, no gravi-
ty, dignity, nor grace of manner can de-

fend our Assembly from the charge of
high-hande- dangerous, unscriptural
and unconstitutional intermeddling with
the affairs of State. When, in 1861, it de-

cided definitely and authoritatively the
political allegiance of two great belli-

gerent powers, it did an act, and assum-

ed an authority, as purely political as
ever distinguished the conduct of any
purely legislative body, and every sa-

gacious statesman will see the officious
iutermeddling danger that lurks in eve-

ry Buch act and precedent as this. Not
only all Churchmen, but all true patri-

ots and statesmen should on all proper
occasions, give outletand force to their
utter condemnation of all such treache-

ry toward Church and State. It was as

thoroughan abandonment of,and tramp-

ling upon the nature and duties of the
Church, while at the same time it was as

rash and bold a march into the domains
of pure politics, as was ever made by
Pope or Cardinals.

But once having tasted the sweets of
politics, and of the exercise of power,
the Assembly has kept on its political
career from that day till this. In 1S62,
it not only redetermined the allegiance
of the parties belligerent, but volunteer-- ;

ed to admonish end to inform the Gen- -'

eral Government as to its duty in con-

ducting tho war then still raging. " It

I3 the clear and solemn duty of tLe Na- -

tional Govemmont, to preserve, at what-- 1

ever cost, the National Union and Con-

stitution, to muiutain the laws in their
supremacy, to crush force with force
and it is the boucden duty of the people
who compose this great nation, each one

in his several placeaud degree, to up-

hold the Federal Government, and eve-

ry State Government, aadjall persons in
authority, whether civil or military."
ITere is a church court, professing not
to he of fiis v;orlJ, and yet mocking at
such profession, and at the very wortb
of him who i3 the Prince of Peace, but
whom they here make the God of war.
" My kingdom is not of this world, else,

would my servants fight." But t it e As-

sembly, as if designing, ia the most con-

spicuous manner possible to throw con-

tempt upon the peaceful and distinctive
nature of Christianity, and as if designing
to ignore the duties of the Church and
to pervert it to purposes directly oppo-

site to its own ahm and objects. It
seems impossible to have done these
things more effectually or in any way
more likely to elicit the attention of
mankind to the very ostentation of apos-

tasy.

We need not stop here to call the at
tention of civil government to all such
crossings of lines, to all such imper
tinent intrusion into a domain into
which the Church has never entered of-

ficially, without carrying with her con-

fusion, corruption and danger, first to

herself, and then to the State. Men of
corrupt minds and fierce ambition will

use Church or State, or both, to accom-

plish their own ends. The world has
had history enough made and wrought
out by the red hand of ecclesiastics.
And the States of Christendom should
see to it, that we have no repetition of
such scenes. Every msn, who will se-

riously consider, must see that there is

a most guilty and shocking contrast be-

tween the peaceful and loving ' work
of the ministry, and the resolutions of
bjood and vengeance passed by eccle-

siastical bodies. The oae i3 of Christ,
and like Christ, and is not of this world,
but is the expression of peace and good
will to mankind, while the other is not
only purely of the world, but is one of
its worst fornt3 of wickedness possible.
We say then olsta, priricipiis. Let tho
State be jealous to Witch, and quick to

notice all ecclesiastical movement to-

ward the Commonwealth, in whatever
shape they come. They may come in
the guise of strength but in tlie
next turn, of things', they may be all the

icr way. The very fact that these
;.odie3 have time and disposition to turn
asido from their own exclusive work, to
attend to the affairs of Ccesar, is itself a

clear demonstration that falsehood and
corruption have already begun their
work upon them, and that ascording to

the usual custom of such things, their
progress will be more arrogant, more
presumptuous, and more dangerous than
the beginning. Once started, no one

can tell whereunto such things may
grow. Amicc3.

The great cause of dissension In the
Church. The people driven from the
Sanctuary by Political Preaching.

Or hearts are often filled with snd-nes- s,

as from day to day we receive let-

ters from Christian men, who tell us

that they have ceased amending Church.

And this sadness is enhanced tenfold

when these writers tell us that they have

been members of the Church for ten,
twenty and thirty years. Some of

them we have long known as true Chris

tian men, who loved the Church, and

would hare said, a few Years ago, if
such an idea as their forsaking the
Church had been hinted at, " is thy
servant a dog, that he should do this
thing?" Now there must be some caue
for all this ; and a fearful responsibility
must rest somewhere for such a condi-

tion of things. Where does the blame
lie? and how can it be remedied, are
questions well worthy the consideration
ol all Christian people? That there is

blame somewhere, na one will deny ;

and it must either be in the individuals

thus absenting themselves from the sanc-

tuary of God; or in the conduct of

the ministers t'.nd office-bearer- s in the
Church,

We are not disposed to lay ?..V, the
blame upon the ministers and elders,
knowing as we do the weaknesses and

follies of the people, yet we fear that in

too many eases the dissatisfaction ex-

pressed by those who thus write to us is

largely attributable to the ministry ia

departing from the Divine Commission,

which is, preach my gospel; not poli-

tics ; not philosophy ; not human wis-

dom ; not abolition, but " Christ and
TJim crucified." The preaching of the

gospel will, and often does, offend the
ungodly, " The natural man rcceiveth

not the things of the Spirit of God, for

they are foolishness unto him, neither
can he know them, because they are

spiritually discerned." J3ut the prcach- -

ing of the gospel never offends the true
child of God; aud we judge, therefore,
that it is because the gospel is not
preach, d that tho a men, with weeping
and sorrow of heart, withdraw from the
sanctuary of God.

There letters come to us mainly from
States Noith of the Ohio. In one in-

stance a gentleman writes us that ten
members were suspended from the com

munion of the church, because they would
not attend upon the preaching of a

nv.tn who declaim" from Sabbaih to Sab-

bath upon the negro and his freedom,
and tLst too after a majority of the
members had petitioned Presbytery to
remove him an.I give them as stated sup-

ply, a minister who would preach the .

cp.-pe- l. Pre-hyte- rj r; f iv? to
their petition, one C9
ir.g as his rca-o- n f.r rjVJ heir
request, th-.- t ho j rcot "Tiftiie to

his loyal people and te'l them that he
Lad voted for the removal of a loyal
minister. Another, from an adjoining
State writes us, that he with sever-
al others, some of them office-bearer-

hive ceased attending the Presbyterian
Church, and are now worshiping in iVs
Episcopal Church. And from a synop-
sis of a late sermon whie'ahe sends us
which he says is the sabstuneo of that
discourse we do not wonder at their
withdrawing from sueh preaching ; nay,
it becomes their imperative duty, not
only to withdraw, but to denounce all
such blasphemous profanation of sacred
things. We cannot understand the
principle which actuates a minister as

God's ambassador, standing before the
people to d solars to them His will,
when he deliberately, and ia the most
profane manner denounces his hearers as

worthy on! of death and eternal dam-natio- c,

because tliey do not as citizens,
vote for his candidate for the Presiden-
cy, or agree with, him in the administra-
tion of Caper's affairs. It requires no
prophetic vision to see that such con-du- et

upon the part of ministers of the
gocpel, must destroy the faith of God's
people, and call down upon the

of such profanity the curse ui
God.

F r rho Free Chri3i!;in Ccrnruouwoaith.

The Elect 0" the A','c of Action oa litera-
ture.

Unou nothing has the baiy, bustling ac-

tion of our age operated ucrs injurious-
ly than upon our literature-- . Most of our
books and periodical literature seem to
be the offspring of steam and machinery

rather than of brains. We pas3 no in-

discriminate condemnation upon all mag-

azines and prtpcr3 called literary, but in

spite of all their swelling pretensions,
the great majority of them are but the
merest trash, aud it is just such trash as
is hashed up and dealt out by the great
actors of this active age. Money has

to be made, and people have to be gull-

ed, and this can be done by none so

well as by the shallow shams of shal-

low books and shallow authors. These

inanities are sold by dint of agencies,

laudations and all manner of impositions.

But every man of sense and reflection

should shut his door against them. If
they do not corrupt, they bedrivel the

minds of their readers. They supply no

food to the intellect, and they neither
enlarge nor invigorate any limb or mus-

cle belonging to it.
Books, magazines, and weeklies, are

ail draped off in the style of fiction.

Even history and biography have to

conform to the style and palaver of ro-

mance. Every thing of this order takes

the shape and character of fiction.

Who therefore can wonder that truth
has fallen in the streetj, and that our

boys and girls grow up to be the rank-

est specimens of fiction, and that our

politician? are as shallow and unrelia-

ble as the' books they read. W' er

that they should promise one thing
;ind do another. A fiction loving na-

tion can never be relied upon. Fiction
thrusts out truth nnd poisons it in it3

fountains. Truth feeds the soul, and

fiction starves it. An intense and con-

scientious love of truth is to a

nation as it is to all true individual men.

Bat it is not our intention to stop to

moralize j ast hero upon this subject. But
. . .... - c

w WiL-- l to Cc'.i tiie v ei
you3.poop: to the vicious

ling effects of fiction upon t 5
There is no more deceitful frit
book or magazine whose ecu
and trash attempt to play the .

truth. They waste tho time, vit

taste, and leaveno great impress!
knowledge and instruction behind,

sort of reading is death to the sue

of a student at college, or anywhere e

Heal intellectual robustness is incom-

patible with devotion. He spends a

paltry life who gives his days and his

night3 to it.
And yet wo would not prohibit all

books of fiction, but let them be used

as pepper and salt are used as the sea-

soning of the main aud substantial mat-

ters of the tablo. Amicus.


