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FOOTBALL

KNOXVILLE — Zach 
Azzanni was named wide 
receivers coach and recruit-
ing coordinator for Tennes-
see.

New Vols coach Butch 
Jones made the announce-
ment on Sunday.

Azzanni comes to Ten-
nessee from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin, where he 
served as the wide receivers 
coach for the Big 10 cham-
pion Badgers this year.

Azzanni also coached at 
Western Kentucky last year 
and served on Urban Mey-
er’s staff at Florida in 2010, 
also coaching for the Gators 
in the Allstate Sugar Bowl 
following the 2009 season.

Azzanni coached at Cen-
tral Michigan from 2007-09 
under Jones. In 2009, he 
was named the wide receiv-
ers coach of the year by 
footballscoop.com.

The selection of Azzan-
ni rounds out Tennessee’s 
coaching staff.

Michigan suspends 3  
for Outback Bowl

ANN ARBOR, Mich. 
— Michigan Coach Brady 
Hoke suspended corner-
back J.T. Floyd, punter Will 
Hagerup and linebacker 
Brandin Hawthorne for a 
violation of team rules.

Hoke said in an an-
nouncement Sunday that 
the three players will not 
travel with the 19th-ranked 
Wolverines for the Outback 
Bowl against No. 11 South 
Carolina because each of 
them used poor judgment. 

Floyd starts at cornerback 
and Hagerup is the team’s 
top punter. Hawthorne is a 
backup linebacker.

N.C. State hires  
former Browns receiver

RALEIGH, N.C. — 
North Carolina State hired 
former NFL receiver Fris-
man Jackson to coach re-
ceivers. Jackson spent last 
season working under new 
N.C. State coach Dave Do-
eren at Northern Illinois.

Jackson had coached re-
ceivers for two seasons at 
Akron and also at Western 
Illinois, his alma mater.

Jackson played in the 
NFL for four seasons with 
the Cleveland Browns.
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Tennessee 
hires  

ex-WKU 
assistant

CLEVELAND — Before 
he left Cleveland for sunny 
Los Angeles, veteran Antawn 
Jamison left the Cavaliers 
one final going away present: 
He taught Samardo Samuels 
what it means to be a profes-
sional.

At Samuels’ request, they 
spent two months together 
last summer near Jamison’s 
home in Charlotte, N.C. 
They worked out 
together every day, 
either in the weight 
room or on the bas-
ketball court — and 
sometimes both. Al-
though he was the 
old man on the team 
last season, no one 
on the Cavaliers’ ros-
ter was in better shape than 
Jamison — and perhaps no 
one was in worse shape than 
Samuels. He wanted to make 
sure that never happens 
again.

“I’ve got a work ethic 
now,” said Samuels, who 
played at the University of 
Louisville. “That’s what I 
truly picked up from him 
was to work hard and do 
what I need to do to keep 
my body in shape.”

Now Samuels is facing 
the bitter reality of the NBA. 
Despite working harder than 
he ever has in an offseason, 
he rarely gets off the bench 
these days. He had 10 points 
and a couple of rebounds in 
Wednesday’s loss at the Indi-
ana Pacers. His 22 minutes 
were the most in a game 
since Nov. 7 at Golden State, 
when half the roster was ei-
ther sick or injured.

Samuels is doing his best 
to stay positive despite the in-
activity, but conceded the lim-
ited playing time makes him 
more anxious when he actu-
ally does get an opportunity.

“I want it to happen 
now,” Samuels said. “Some-
times it’s like you want it so 
bad and you’re waiting and 
waiting, then when it does 
come, your mind starts rac-
ing. You’re over-thinking ev-
erything. I miss a shot and 
it’s like, ‘Oh (shoot), I can’t 
miss a shot.’”

That’s why Jamison still 
texts and calls Samuels fairly 
regularly. Despite playing for 
the Lakers, Jamison is keep-
ing close tabs on the Cavs 

these days. He called Samu-
els early in the season when 
minutes were scarce and 
told him to stay positive and 
motivated.

Jamison felt like he was 
talking to a different Samu-
els. It certainly wasn’t the 
same teammate he had the 
past two years. Jamison said 
it was “definitely” the most 
committed he’d seen Samu-
els to basketball.

Samuels knew things had 
to change. Cavaliers 
coach Byron Scott 
was fairly blunt with 
him at the exit in-
terview after last 
season, but Samuels 
knew he had a bad 
season without hav-
ing to hear it from 
his coach. He was 

unable to join the team in To-
ronto for a game early in the 
season because he lost his 
passport during the lockout. 
He angered Scott by show-
ing up to camp out of shape, 
then denying that he was 
overweight and out of shape.

“Last year was hell,” 
Samuels said. “Over the 
summer, I was like, ‘I’m go-
ing to go after it. I’m going 
to dedicate myself. I need to 
get better.”’

Samuels has improved, 
but rookie Tyler Zeller and 
a healthy Anderson Varejao 
have cut into his minutes. 
He admitted he regrets not 
getting serious earlier, some-
times wondering how life 
might be different now had 
he showed this type of dedi-
cation during the lockout.

But he tries not to dwell 
on it, instead working to-
ward his next chance — 
whenever that might be.

Both Jamison and Scott 
said Samuels’ biggest hurdle 
remains the mental side. He 
still makes silly mistakes on 
the court, whether it be a 
bad pass or a mental break-
down on defense. A big part 
of Jamison’s message during 
the summer was eliminating 
the mental mistakes as an 
excuse the coaches can use 
not to play him.

“It probably is just the 
mental aspect of it,” Scott 
said. “It’s nothing physical. 
It’s all between the ears right 
now and getting that part of 
the game down pat. Once he 
does, he’s going to be in the 
rotation on a steady basis.”

Cavs’ Samuels 
has newfound 

drive, work ethic
By Jason Lloyd

Akron Beacon Journal

NBA

Samuels

The Lakers’ Metta World Peace, center, pulled in one of his career-high 16 rebounds over the 
76ers’ Dorell Wright, left, and Thaddeus Young. World Peace also scored 19 points.
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NBA NOTES

Reserve JaVale McGee 
scored 19 points, Danilo Gal-
linari had 18 and the Denver 
Nuggets built a big lead in the 
first half and cruised past the 
host Sacramento Kings 122-
97 Sunday.

The Nuggets scored 16 
straight points to break away 
from a tie in the first quarter, 
and led by a comfortable mar-
gin the rest of the way.

Denver has won seven in a 
row against the Kings. Sacra-
mento has lost four in a row 
overall.

Sacramento’s Aaron Brooks 
committed a hard foul against 
Andre Miller late in the first 
quarter and a mild altercation 
ensued involving ex-Cat De-
Marcus Cousins of the Kings 
and former Morehead State 
standout Kenneth Faried of 
the Nuggets. 

All four players were given 
technical fouls. The technical 
against Cousins was his sev-
enth of the season.

It was an lopsided victory 
for the road-tested Nuggets, 
who have opened the season 
playing 18 of their first 25 
games away from Denver. 
Ahead by 18 points at the 
half, the Nuggets came out 
and produced a solid third 
quarter, outscoring the Kings 
33-21 to take a 97-67 lead 
heading into the fourth.

Reserve Jordan Hamilton 
had a season-high 15 points and 
Kosta Koufos had 12 points for 
the Nuggets, who are 7-11 on 
the road this season. Andre Ig-
uodala had 11 points, eight re-
bounds and eight assists, and 
Ty Lawson added 11 points 
and seven assists.

Isaiah Thomas had 20 
points and Cousins had 19 
points and 11 rebounds for 
the Kings. Jason Thompson 
added 16 points and 10 re-
bounds.

Lakers 111, 76ers 98: Kobe 
Bryant scored 34 points, 
Metta World Peace added 
19 points and a career-high 
16 rebounds and Los Ange-
les won consecutive games 
for the first time in nearly a 
month with a road victory 
over Philadelphia.

Dwight Howard had 17 

points and 11 rebounds for 
the Lakers, who led 60-50 at 
halftime. Darius Morris had 
a career-high 15 points, all 
in the first half, and Chris 
Duhon scored 14.

The Lakers (11-14), who 
beat Washington 102-96 on 
Friday night, won two in a 
row for the first time since a 
three-game streak from Nov. 
16-20.

Jodie Meeks came off the 
bench and played 36 minutes 
for L.A. He had 12 points and 
four steals.

Nick Young paced the reel-
ing Sixers (12-12) with 30 
points while Spencer Hawes 
and Evan Turner added 16 
apiece. Thaddeus Young had 
14 for Philadelphia, which 
dropped its third straight game 
for the first time this season.

Raptors 103, Rockets 96: 
Jose Calderon had 18 points, 
14 assists, and 10 rebounds 
and to lead the short-handed 
Raptors to a home victory 
over Houston, giving the 
Raptors consecutive wins for 
the first time in eight long 
months.

Alan Anderson had 24 
points, while DeMar DeRozan 
added 19 points for the Rap-
tors (6-19), who hadn’t won 
consecutive games since April 
13 and 15 of last season.

Ed Davis added 13 points 
for Toronto.

James Harden scored 28 
points for the Rockets (11-
12), while Marcus Morris 
added 19.

Teague impresses for Bulls
Chicago Bulls guard Kirk 

Hinrich participated fully in 
Sunday’s practice and, barring 
a setback, said he planned to 
return Monday night in Mem-
phis after missing two games 
with a bruised left knee.

Given how well rookie 
Marquis Teague has fared in 
the two games Hinrich has 
missed, will the Bulls return 
the rookie to the bench?

Traditionally, Coach Tom 
Thibodeau hasn’t let injury 
alter his rotation. And after 
Wednesday’s victory in Phila-
delphia, Thibodeau did say, 
“Obviously, when Kirk comes 
back, everyone goes back.”

Translated: Hinrich returns 
to his starting role. Nate Rob-
inson returns to his reserve 
role. Teague returns to not 
playing.

But Thibodeau spoke be-
fore the former University 
of Kentucky standout closed 
his second straight game 
in impressive fashion. The 
rookie also made mistakes: 
He passed up a wide-open 
three-pointer late in the shot 
clock, leading to a botched 
possession. And he fouled 
Deron Williams on a three-
pointer on the ensuing trip 
downcourt.

But Teague rallied to score 
two big baskets in the 83-82 
victory over the Nets and im-
pressively emerged from traf-
fic to feed Luol Deng for a 
fast-break dunk.

“His speed and quickness 
basically allow him to get to 
any point he wants to,” Thi-
bodeau said. “Now he has 
to figure out the rest of the 
league.

“There’s a lot of speed and 
quickness out there with size. 
Initially, he was able to get by 
the first man. Then the help 
is so much different than col-
lege. He’s starting to figure 
that out.”

Regardless of what hap-
pens, it’s obvious Teague is 
a different player from the 
overmatched rookie who, af-
ter winning a national cham-
pionship in his lone season 
at Kentucky, struggled in the 
Las Vegas Summer League.

“It’s a lesson he learned; 
he was in very poor shape,” 
Thibodeau said. “Once he got 
into shape again, you could 
see his talent. And he’s very 
smart. When you work and 
you’re smart, those are the 
characteristics you need to 
improve.

“It’s a big jump for even 
a four-year (college) guy to 
come into the pros. They had 
a heck of a run at Kentucky. 
He probably didn’t do a whole 
lot from the time they won the 
championship to the summer 
league. When you’re 19, that’s 
what happens sometimes. But 
since he’s been here, he has 
had great concentration and 
is improving.”

Cousins, Faried squabble  
in Kings’ dominant victory
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ABSOLUTE RE-AUCTION
LEXINGTON DISTILLERY DISTRICT OPPORTUNITY

Monday, December 17th at 12:00 PM

1211 Manchester St & 106 Liggett Ave, Lexington, KY

Jim Halfhill, Sr.
Principal Auctioneer

Rector-Hayden, Realtors
halfhill@rhr.com

(859) 338-5764

Jim Halfhill, Jr.
Principal Auctioneer

Rector-Hayden, Realtors
jhalfhill@rhr.com

(859) 221-9373

Property Description: 6.4 acres (+/-) Zoned I-1 (Light Industrial). 120,000 SF (+/-) multi-purpose
warehouse building that is configured in six 20,000 SF sections. Located adjacent to the new Distillery
District, this property offers many possibilities and is a candidate for a possible re-use. This property also
includes a vacant lot at 106 Liggett Ave used as an ingress/egress access. SELLING TO THE HIGHEST
BIDDER REGARDLESS OF PRICE.

Go to halfhillauctions.com or www.rhr.com
for auction terms and conditions, additional photos and other information, p

Public Preview: Monday, Dec 17th from 10:00AM – 12:00PM


