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Obamacare in Kentucky: What to expect 

Harry Caudill and his wife, Anne, at their home in Whitesburg in July 1963. His first book, Night 
Comes to the  Cumberlands, was published that month.

In 1963, Harry Caudill of 
Whitesburg published Night 
Comes to the Cumberlands: 
A Biography of a Depressed 
Area, which shined a 
 spotlight on the plundering 
of the mountains of Eastern 
Kentucky. The book forever 
changed Appalachia. On 
the eve of the book’s 50th 
anniversary, the Lexington 
Herald-Leader examines the 
man behind the book.

 Harry Caudill was born to 
write the book on  Appalachia.

His roots were  deep in 
Letcher County. His grand-
father’s grandfather James 
 Caudill helped settle it in 
1792. Generations later, Cro 
Carr Caudill, his father, had an 
arm ripped off at a coal tipple. 
Disabled, Cro entered politics 
for a living , holding county 
office and exposing young 
Harry to the deal-making and 
storytelling of the courthouse.

“My generation grew up in 
the 1930s,”  Caudill was to re-
call. “It was an activist time, 
the New Deal years. And 
many of us got the idea that 
government could make a dif-
ference, … that society didn’t 
have to rot itself to death.”

Caudill served in World 
War II as an Army infantry-
man. He was awarded the 
Purple Heart after shell frag-
ments in Italy so badly man-
gled his left foot that he suf-
fered for the rest of his life. 
He had to wear special ortho-
pedic shoes to walk.

Returning home to “dear 
old Letcherous County” from 
the University of Kentucky 
law school in 1948,  Caudill 
opened a one-man law prac-
tice to represent poor people. 
They arrived without appoint-
ments, filling his small wait-
ing room, many with bodies 
or lands broken by mining.

Caudill rejected the lucra-
tive career path of becoming 
a general counsel for coal 
companies, writer Wendell 
Berry observed in an essay 
last year.

CHAPTER TWO

Letcher County native Harry Caudill had a front-row seat to the 
destruction of Eastern Kentucky’s mountains, and he had the 
tools — education, wit and passion — to tell the world about it

By John Cheves and Bill Estep
jcheves@herald-leader.com
bestep@herald-leader.com
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Part 1 of a yearlong 
look at Eastern 
Kentucky since 
1963, when a 

country lawyer’s 
book riveted the 
nation’s  attention 
on the region and 

its struggles

50  
YEARS 

OF  
NIGHT

See NIGHT, A5

COMING UP
 Wednesday: Chapter three — A 
 nation notices, and help arrives

Friday: Chapter four — ‘Night 
comes to the chromosomes’

Sunday: Chapter five — A complex 
life, a mixed legacy

BUY THE 
E-BOOK

Can’t wait to read the rest of 
this story? Buy the e-book Fifty 
Years of Night now for only $3.99 
and read the remaining chapters 
at your leisure. Plus, you’ll get free 
updates containing the rest of this 
series as it is published over the 
next year. 

Buy it now at https://
leanpub.com/night.

ONLINE
Read previous installments on 
Kentucky.com.

The perfect man to 
write an angry book

MONDAY

It’s the busiest 
mailing day of the year

Mail-by dates for Christmas delivery:

Monday: military. Wednesday: international. 
Thursday: first-class mail. Friday: Priority Mail. 
Saturday: Express Mail.

TGIFRIDAY

Fayette public schools start winter break
Kids, you have 12 days until classes resume on Jan. 2.

THE 
WEEK 
AHEAD
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17-23
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NEWTOWN, Conn. — President Barack 
Obama traveled to this bereaved town Sunday 
evening and chided the nation for having not 
done enough to protect its children, saying 
the country has to act to prevent such trag-
edies in the future.

“We can’t tolerate this anymore,” he said. 
“These tragedies must end. And to end them, 
we must change.”

Obama said that he would use the power 
of his office to confront the spate of shootings 
that have claimed so many lives, many of them 
children. He was not specific, but he made it 
clear that he would pursue change in the face 
of political opposition that has stopped new 
gun laws for years.

“I’ll use whatever power this office holds to 
engage my fellow citizens,” he said, “in an  effort 

OBAMA SAYS AMERICA MUST CHANGE 

‘We can’t 
tolerate 

this 
anymore’ 

By Mark Landler and Peter Baker
The New York Times

See NEWTOWN, A2

President Barack Obama walked off after deliver-
ing a speech at an interfaith vigil for the victims 
of the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting.
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Looking for a Physician?
Whether you are looking for a primary care or specialty physician, JUST DIAL OUR PHYSICIAN REFERRAL SERVICE

and our experts will provide you with a local physician and his or her contact information. Our friendly experts can also

assist you with more information on specific services offered at all of our facilities.

This service only provides a referral to a physician. We cannot offer clinical advice, and recommend that you see a physician for advice. If your need is emergent, please call 911 or go to the emergency room.

859.313.2255 or 1.888.645.0013
SaintJosephConnection.org
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