
Dear Tim: I’m building a room ad-
dition, and as I was doing the demoli-
tion of my outside wall I discovered 
tar paper was in the wall. I thought tar 
paper was just used on roofs. Why did 
they use tar paper in the wall? Should I 
use it on the walls of my room addition? 
What about all the new fancy products 
that I see that were developed to take 
the place of tar paper? It’s all very con-
fusing. — Rob R., Lebanon, Ohio

Dear Rob: I’d wager that hundreds of 
thousands of houses here in the United 
States, and possibly millions across 
the world, are still standing because 
smart builders of old used tar paper as 
a weather barrier. You’re correct that 
it’s been used under roofi ng for years 
to help keep wood dry. It does the same 
thing on walls if given the chance.

I’ve also had the pleasure to tear 
apart many an old exterior wall. On just 
about every one that was wood-framed, I 
came across tar paper under the exterior 
siding material. In almost all situations 
the tar paper had become brittle, but it 
still worked. You could put water on the 
black paper, the water beaded up and 
didn’t penetrate to the wood behind.

I don’t know what builders of old 
used before tar paper, but I can only as-
sume that once crude oil was discovered 
and then refi ned for its many current 
uses, builders immediately saw the ben-
efi ts of a waterproof product made from 
oil that could be applied in sheets.

Tar paper used to be made by soak-
ing a porous paper made from cotton rag 
scraps with thinned liquid asphalt. As-
phalt, of course, is one of the fi nal prod-
ucts that results from refi ning crude oil. 
The tar paper comes in different weights. 
The most common weights are 15-pound 
and 30-pound. The 30-pound tar paper is 
heavier and has much more asphalt in it.

Much of today’s tar paper is made 
using multiple fi berglass mats, as the 

cotton rag industry has declined signifi -
cantly over the past few decades. This 
is why fi berglass shingles were intro-
duced. There simply was a shortage of 
cotton scrap to make the mats that are 
the foundation of shingles.

Using tar paper to protect wood 
sheathing and wood framing members 
on houses, room additions or outdoor 
sheds is a fantastic idea. This time-
tested product is affordable, it’s easy to 
work with and it’s readily available.

The trick is to make sure you install 
it so it overlaps correctly. You want each 
piece to overlap the one below. Feathers 
on birds, fur on animals and shingles 
on a roof use this same method to stop 
water penetration.

It’s all about shedding water. There 
are pre-printed lines on the tar paper that 
help show you where to end the overlap. 
Usually 2 inches is plenty on a horizon-
tal seam. If you have a vertical seam 
where one piece ends and another starts, 
make the overlap at least 6 inches.

Another great installation tip is to 
make sure the fi rst strip of tar paper is 
installed so it overlaps the top of the 
foundation at least an inch. You want 
any water that does get behind the sid-
ing to run down and never be allowed 
to get near any wood. Many homeown-
ers and builders fail to create this mis-
sion-critical overlap at the foundation.

The newer weather barriers made 
from synthetic fabrics are great prod-
ucts, and I’ve used them as well as tar 
paper. Some of the new products come 
in tall rolls that allow you to cover a 
typical one-story house with only one 
vertical overlap seam. You surely can’t 
do that with tar paper as it usually only 
comes in rolls 3 feet wide.

Tar paper will take more labor to 
install than the newer wider synthetic 
weather barriers, but if you’re doing the 
work, it costs you just your time. You 
just need to do the math to see what 
material will save you money. //
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* Prices marked with an asterisk are base prices.

Rocky Creek
Pleasant Valley
Bradford Place

200 Falmouth Drive
102 McIntosh Park
129 Emerson Trail

Model
Model
1204310

Matt Gerwin 621-1432
Greg Back 983-5870
Fred Kamdar 321-0340

$132,950*
$157,950*
$186,900

1-5
1-5
2:30-4:30

FAYETTE CO. OPEN HOUSES
Greendale
Chilesburg
Walnut Hill Club
Glasford
Chilesburg

484 Lucille Drive
620 Tallow Court
512 Hannon Way
4068 Mooncoin Way
4184 Sperling Drive

Model
1210205
Model
Model
Model

Malcolm Meers 621-1236
Dale Ferguson 312-8585
Connie Greathouse 621-2214
Erin Lewis 749-2856
Drew Hewlett 489-6790

$135,950*
$247,900
$238,950*
$251,950*
$250,900*

1-5
1-3
1-5
1-5
1-5

SCOTT CO. OPEN HOUSES

Gleneagles 188 Paddock Drive 1209916 Ben Brown 229-4555$214,700 1-5
WOODFORD CO. OPEN HOUSES

3609 Walden Drive · Lexington, KY · 40517 · (859) 245-1179

Great Homes…Great Neighborhoods!
To see more listings, visit

Hampton Ridge 720 Griffin Way 1121447 Mary Layton 661-5103$159,894 1-5
MADISON CO. OPEN HOUSES

Let’s Talk…
about why Madison County

is a great place to live!

www.mcbrhomes.com

✦ More land and house for
your money!

✦ Convenient Location (I-75)

✦ Diverse Economy - education,
industrial, agricultural

✦ Warm Community - not too
big, not too small!

✦ Lake Reba - golf, soccer,
softball, baseball, fishing,
horseshoes, mini golf & more!

MADISON COUNTY BOARD OF REALTORS®

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZabcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz1234567890-=1234567890-=[]\;’,./{}|:”<>?04 ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT TO THE LEXINGTON HERALD-LEADER HOMESELLERSUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2012


