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 ‘Symphony’
Why simply listen to your music when 
you can interact with it? “Symphony,” 
a new independent PC game, uses 
your music collection to create an 
intense arcade shooter. Winner of two 
awards at the 2012 Indie Game Chal-
lenge, “Symphony” tells of a sinister 
entity that’s imprisoning your music, 
and you must liberate your songs one 
by one. At the start of each level, you 
can choose which song you want to 
play or let the game play a random 
track for you. The game can best 
be described as a vertical shooter 
reminiscent of ’80s arcade hits like 
“Galaga,” but with vector-like graph-
ics seen in classic coin-op games like 
“Asteroids.” While it’s more apparent 
in some songs over others, the enemy 
ship movement is tied to the melodies 
and beats of each song. It’s a single-
player game, but “Symphony” offers 
a per-song leaderboard so you can 

compare your scores with others.
Rating: Not rated.
Platform: PC.
Publisher: Empty Clip Studios, Inc., 
www.symphonygame.com.
Price: $9.99; download at www.
gamestop.com.

For ages 4 & older 
 ‘DragonBox+’

Kids play this app thinking that they 
are solving a series of puzzles involv-
ing an intriguing magical dragon box. 
But what they are really doing is learn-
ing simple algebra. The app displays 
each puzzle on a play space that 
contains cute cards and a sparkling 
dragon box. Kids quickly learn that 
the goal of each puzzle is to isolate 

the dragon box on one side of the 
play space. Through a series of care-
fully structured puzzles, kids learn the 
rules to make the game cards disap-
pear, which correlate to the rules of 
algebra. But what is interesting (and 
brilliant) about this app is that kids 
don’t even know that they are doing 
math until they get further into the 
puzzles, when numbers and symbols 
start to appear. The developers were 

and always provide helpful tutorials. 
Kids younger than age 7 can think 
through these puzzles, but since the 
tutorials must be read, they’ll need an 
older sibling or a parent to work with 
them.
Rating: 4+.
Platforms: iPhone, iPod touch, iPad, 
Android.
Publisher: WeWantToKnow, www.
dragonboxapp.com.
Price: $5.99.

 Whether you’re headed to the 
courts for a fast-paced basketball 
game or to the beach for a last-
minute picnic, Acoustic Research’s 
portable wireless speaker with 
Skinit is ready to go. Shaped like 
a plastic thermos with an easy-to-
grab handle, the water-resistant 
speaker has a hidden compart-
ment where you can safely stash 
your MP3 player, keys and other 
essentials while you enjoy the 
outdoors. When you purchase this 
speaker, you get a coupon for a 
free Skinit skin that lets you per-
sonalize the front of the speaker.
Available: http://store.acoustic-
research.com.
Price: $129.99.

 Want a smaller speaker for less 
money? Consider the portable HMDX 
Jam. Compact enough to hold in your 
hand, the HMDX Jam wireless porta-

sound. Packaged to resemble a jar 
of jam, the speaker streams music 
from a Bluetooth device about 30 feet 
away. Available in strawberry, grape, 
blueberry, blackberry, apricot and 
apple, it comes with a rechargeable 
battery that delivers about four hours 

of playing time.
Available: www.hmdxaudio.com.
Price: $49.99.

 Create your own karaoke bar with 
Pyle Pro’s Wireless PA System for the 
iPod and iPhone. Built on wheels with 
a retractable handle, the portable 300-
watt dual-channel PA system includes 
an iPod/iPhone dock, a USB/SD card 
reader, two wireless microphones and 
an FM radio. Additional connections 
can be made via a headphone jack, 
a 3.5 mm retractable cable and a 1/4-
inch guitar input. Powered via an AC 

adapter or rechargeable battery.
Available: www.qualitycaraudio.com.
Price: $240.27.

Audio books speed a trip along

Sound 
choices

USA TODAY

O
n a long commute or road trip, the 
right audio offers a magic elixir of 
voice and story. It can mitigate  

boredom and, on occasion, lighten the mood.

 The unforgettable “World War Z: An Oral History of the Zombie 
War” is “Mad Max” meets “The Hot Zone.” The audio features a 
multi-actor cast that includes Alan Alda, Mark Hamill, Carl Reiner 
and John Turturro. $21.27 for digital download at www.audible.com.

 Chef-turned-author Anthony Bourdain 
performs a splendid reading of his tell-

warned: some material is not for little ears. 
$16.59 for CD at www.amazon.com.

 If you struggle with clutter and disorganization, 
there is help to be heard: Julie Morgenstern’s clear 
and compassionate “Organizing From the Inside Out,” 
read by the author, herself a recovered slob. $13.27 
for abridged digital download at www.audible.com.

 Sissy Spacek’s narration of Harper Lee’s 
“To Kill a Mockingbird” does quiet justice to 
the 1960 classic. $34.99 for CDs at www.
bmionline.com.
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