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national context of the time 
and discuss the city’s quick 
transition from frontier out-
post to cultured metropolis.

Gerald Smith and the late 
Shearer Davis Bowman write 
an essay about slavery, the 
“peculiar institution” that 
built the region’s wealth and 
would eventually play a big 
role in both economic and 
moral bankruptcy.

Randolph Hollingsworth 
writes about the role women 
played in early Kentucky, 
while Maryjean Wall looks at 
the origins of the signature 
horse industry. Mark Wether-
ington and Matthew Clarke 
profile several influential 
characters, while John Thelin 
explores the role higher edu-
cation played in development 
and civic pride.

Nikos Pappas writes about 
musical culture, and Estill 
Curtis Pennington explains 
how outstanding portrait 
painters helped bring artistic 
culture to Central Kentucky 
and left what little visual 
evidence we have of that era’s 
key players.

Patrick Snaden writes 
about how Lexington’s lead-
ing citizens embraced early 
America’s most accomplished 
architect, Benjamin Latrobe. 
He was commissioned to de-
sign six Lexington buildings. 
Only one survives: Pope Villa, 

one of the most avant-garde 
pieces of architecture built 
during America’s Federalist 
period.

Mollie and I wrote about 
Horace Holley, a minister 
lured to Lexington from Bos-
ton, and his role in transform-
ing Transylvania University 
into one of early America’s 
most highly regarded univer-
sities. Transylvania played a 
central role in Kentucky’s ear-
ly education accomplishments 
and Lexington’s “Athens of 
the West” reputation.

The book’s dates are 
somewhat arbitrary: 1792 is 
the year Kentucky became 
a state, while 1852 is when 
Henry Clay, Lexington’s most 
famous citizen, died. In real-
ity, Lexington’s heyday didn’t 
begin until after 1800, and its 
economic, if not cultural, for-
tunes started waning around 
1815. By the end of the 
1830s, Lexington had begun 
a long slide into mediocrity 

and provincialism. 
Lexington’s early prosper-

ity was the result of rich soil, 
slave labor and the city’s 
prime location as a hub for 
early Westward migration and 
trade. But the city began to 
struggle after the invention of 
steamboats allowed two-way 
commerce on the Missis-
sippi and Ohio Rivers, which 
favored river cities such as 
Cincinnati and Louisville.

Slavery became a huge 
economic and social liability 
for Lexington beginning in 
the 1840s, limiting economic 
innovation and sparking in-
creased social and racial strife. 
By clinging so long to slavery, 
a huge amount of Lexington’s 
economic capital was wiped 
out by the Civil War; racism 
and violence that followed 
stifled growth and new ideas.

Lexington had lost its 
economic edge and pioneer 
spirit. With a few notable ex-
ceptions, such as the creation 

and growth of the Univer-
sity of Kentucky, the city 
remained intellectually and 
economically stagnant for 
nearly a century.

In a short essay that ends 
the book, Gray makes the 
point that the past informs the 
present, and history provides 
valuable lessons for those who 
seek to shape the future. 

Mollie and I certainly 
discovered that while 
researching and writing our 
chapter. The spectacular rise 
and fall of Holley at Transyl-
vania in the 1820s reflected 
issues and attitudes that 
have shaped two centuries of 
Kentucky history. 

Holley saw huge poten-
tial in Kentucky and its 
people, but was bedeviled 
by religious disputes, power 
struggles and petty politics.  
He finally gave up and left 
Kentucky, frustrated by an 
anti-intellectual governor who 
saw more political advantage 
in building roads than invest-
ing in education.

This book’s title is 
something of a misnomer: 
“renaissance” means “reviv-
al.” The Athens of the West 
era was actually Lexington’s 
“naissant” period. Achieving 
renaissance is our challenge, 
and we would be wise to 
learn lessons from the past.

Tom Eblen: (859) 231-1415. 
Email: teblen@herald-leader.com. 
Twitter: @tomeblen. Blog: tome-
blen.bloginky.com

This engraving of 
former Transylvania 
University President 
Horace Holley was 
made from an 1818 
portrait painted by 
Gilbert Stuart. 
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McLaughlin-Kearns Wedding

Larissa Leigh
McLaughlin and Nicholas
Eugene Kearns were
married Saturday, March 10,
2012, at half past five in the
evening. The wedding took
place at Second Presbyterian
Church, Lexington, KY. The
Reverend Dan Hans
officiated the ceremony.

The bride is the daughter
of Dr. Paul and Mrs. Terri
McLaughlin of Lexington.
The bridegroom is the son
of Mr. David and Mrs.
Maranda Kearns of
Summerville, SC.

Larissa was attended by
Laura Ross of Miami, FL as
her maid of honor. Cara
Larkin of Lexington and
Emily Payne of Nashville,
TN were bridesmaids.
Christopher McLaughlin of
Florence, KY acted as best
man. Jesse Payne of
Lexington and Justin Kearns
of Seattle, WA were
Nicholas's groomsmen.

Isabella Payne of
Lexington attended the
bride as her flower girl.
Jonah Kearns of Seattle, WA
served as the ring bearer.

Ushers were Isaac Payne
and Jack Baugh of
Lexington.

At the ceremony, Rachel
Farrar of New York, NY and
Nick Couvault of Louisville,
KY sang to the
accompaniment of Chelsea
Payne of Nashville, TN on
piano. Becky Carter of
Austin, TX was a reader.

Following the ceremony,
a formal reception was held
at The Carrick House. The
bride wore a satin and tulle
gown with an illusion
neckline and carried a
bouquet of white
hydrangeas.

Prior to the wedding, a
rehearsal dinner was held at
DeSha's Restaurant.

The bride is completing
her Master's degree thesis in
Arts Administration from
the Savannah College of Art
and Design. The groom is
employed by the University
of Kentucky hospital.

The couple honeymooned
in Spain and England before
returning to Lexington,
where they currently reside.

Henderson
65th Anniversary

Georgia and Hubert Hen-
derson celebrated their
65th wedding anniversary
on August 30, 2012. They
were married August 30,
1947 in the Chapel Hill Pres-
byterian Church in Chapel
Hill, North Carolina. Dr.
Henderson is retired from
the University of Kentucky
Music Department. Mrs.
Henderson is retired from
the Veterans Administra-
tion Medical Center
Nursing Service. They have
three sons, Douglas (Kit),
Whitehall, Montana, Gor-
don (Kelly), Los Angeles,
California and David, Lex-
ington, Kentucky.

Rawlings-Gibson
Mr. and Mrs. Edward

Marshall Rawlings, (Ruth
Thomas) of Lexington, an-
nounce the engagement of
their daughter Ebony Mar-
shall Rawlings, to be mar-
ried to James Kristopher
Gibson III, son of Ms. San-
dra Elizabeth Vaovasa and
the late Mr. James
Kristopher Gibson II, of
Louisville, KY. The wed-
ding will take place at 4:00
p.m. on Oct. 21, 2012 at the
House of God Church Tem-
ple #1. 866 Georetown St.,
Lexington, KY.

Dickson - Haddix
Engagement

Brandon Scott Haddix to
wed Lindsey Meredith Dick-
son October 13, 2012 in a
private ceremony. Couple
to honeymoon in a tropical
paradise then reside in Lex-
ington .

Mr. and Mrs.
Fruth Celebrate
70th Anniversary

Robert R. and Marjorie
Jane (Hunt) Fruth were
married September 5, 1942
in Ironton, OH, lived in Co-
lumbus, OH and moved to
Lexington in 1997.

They are the parents of
three children: Robert Jr.
(Jan) of Lexington, Susan
Sherwood of Boca Raton,
FL and David Sr. (Barb) of
Columbia, SC. They have
four grandchildren: Robert
III (Catherine) of
Versailles, Jennifer (Steve)
Maynard of Nicholasville,
Kristen (Tyler) Duncan of
Niceville, FL and David Jr.
(Amy) of Richburg, SC and
eight great-grandchildren.

They will celebrate their
70th anniversary with a fa-
mily dinner at the home of
their son and daughter-in-
law in Lexington.

Thousands of little rub-
ber ducks will race down the 
Ohio River on Sunday, each 
holding the chance of win-
ning a 2012 Honda Civic LX 
Sedan or a year of free gro-
ceries from Kroger.

The ducks race in the Rub-
ber Duck Regatta, the larg-
est annual fund-raiser for the 
Freestore Foodbank, an orga-
nization that provides food to 
about 300,000 people annual-
ly in 20 counties across Ohio, 
Kentucky and Indiana.

The ducks will be dumped 
into the river at 3 p.m. from 
the Purple People Bridge be-
tween Newport and Cincin-
nati and bob their way toward 
the finish line before the Cin-
cinnati Bell/WEBN Fireworks. 
If the first-place duck happens 
to be a “Kemba Million Dol-
lar Duck,” its owner wins $1 
million. Ducks cost $5 each 
or six for $25.

The event raises about 
$550,000 for the charity each 
year. This year, the Freestore 
aims to sell 150,000 ducks, 
25,000 more than past years.

Ducks are available until 
2:30 p.m. and can be bought 
online at www.rubberduckre-
gatta.org or by phone at 513-
929-3825.

Kentucky Enquirer

Rubber duck 
race a benefit 
for food bank
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