
 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2012  »  LEXINGTON HERALD-LEADER  »  KENTUCKY.COM/LOCAL  »  SECTION B

KENTUCKY
SUNDAY See who’s celebrating what  — B5

YOUR MONEY $UNDAY – B4

Invest in the companies  
you believe in 

Deputy Editor Tom Caudill  »  Phone (859) 231-3301  »  To report a news tip call (859) 231-3200 or 1-800-950-6397  »  Email hlcityregion@herald-leader.com 

Mayor Jim Gray often 
talks about Lexington aspir-
ing to be a “great American 
city.” But two centuries ago, 
that is exactly what it was. 
Many visitors hailed Lexing-
ton as the most vibrant and 
cultured city in what was 
then Western America.

The reality and myths 
surrounding Lexington’s so-
called Athens of the West era 

are explored in a new book of essays pub-
lished by the University Press of Kentucky, 
Bluegrass Renaissance: The History and 
Culture of Central Kentucky, 1792-1852.

The book is already in stores, but it will 
be formally launched at a signing party Sun-
day, Sept. 16, at 4 p.m. at the Hunt Morgan 
House, 253 Market Street. The event is free 
and open to the public.

Bluegrass Renaissance grew out of a 
series of lectures in 2007 organized by the 
University of Kentucky’s Gaines Center for 
the Humanities and others. Book editors 
James Klotter, Kentucky’s state historian, 
and Daniel Rowland, a UK history professor 
and former Gaines Center director, compiled 
essays by 15 historians and writers, including 
my older daughter, Mollie, and me.

The book begins with essays by Klotter 
and Stephen Aron that place Lexington in the 

LEXINGTON AS ‘ATHENS OF THE WEST’

Essays 
illuminate 
city’s past, 

present

Bluegrass Renaissance: The History and Culture 
of Central Kentucky, 1792-1852, was published 
in August by the University Press of Kentucky.  

PHOTO PROVIDED

TOM  
EBLEN

HERALD-LEADER  
COLUMNIST

See EBLEN, B5

There were parts of 
Thursday evening at the Re-
publican National Convention 
that had me so wrapped in 
warmth, I almost forgot I am 
a registered Democrat.

I loved learning about 
Republican presidential can-
didate Mitt Romney’s dedica-
tion when he was a bishop 
in the Mormon church and, 
at one time, president of the 
Boston stake of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints.

Ordinary folks said Rom-
ney is a man of his faith and 
that he tirelessly worked at it, 

trying to make their lives bet-
ter because of his beliefs.

They told me more about 
Romney than I had heard be-
fore, more about the human 
side of the man and not just 
the bean counter.

Then came the video that 
showed more humanity. I 
found myself closer to liking 
Romney than I had till then. 
But I needed to hear some-

thing out of Romney’s mouth 
that might draw me to his 
corner of the ring.

Admittedly, that would 
be a high bar for Romney to 
jump, but I was willing to 
give him my full attention.

So, after dismissing 
legendary actor and director 
Clint Eastwood as a jaw-drop-
ping misfire in an otherwise 
well-choreographed evening, 

I set aside all distractions to 
hear the man who would be 
president.

He started out just fine. 
Unlike his vice presidential 
running mate, Rep. Paul 
Ryan, Romney didn’t see a 
need to make things up.

But then Romney said, 
“We are a nation of immi-
grants.”

Well, some of us are.

What about the Native 
Americans? They were 
here long before Europeans 
arrived. They aren’t immi-
grants. Did he forget about 
them?

And what about the black 
folk who were brought here 
in chains? That wasn’t so 
much immigration as slavery.

Throughout the conven-
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Left: Wreckage 
from shattered 
mobile homes 
was spread 
over a hillside 
in Laurel 
County after a 
tornado hit on 
March 2. 
Right: The hill-
side has now 
been cleared 
of debris.

EAST BERNSTADT — Two men were 
doing drywall work last week at Carol and 
Donald Rhodes’ new house in Laurel County, 
which replaces the one shredded by a torna-
do six months ago as the couple huddled in 
the basement with family members.

One ridge to the east, next to the shell 
of a small mobile home de-
stroyed in the March 2 tor-
nado, friends were putting 
metal trim on Shannon John-
son’s new house, being built 
with materials donated by 
churches.

Just up the road, a friend 
was working on a front 
porch for the doublewide 
mobile home Lloyd Isaacs 
and his wife, Betty, moved 
into a month ago. The home 
is on a block foundation on 
the spot where the couple’s house stood 
for 89 years before the tornado wrecked it. 
There’s a large new deck off the back door, 
and the grass sowed in the yard should come 
up soon.

“We’re putting it back together, a little bit 
at a time,” said Isaacs, 73.

The story is the same in more than half a 
dozen counties in Eastern and Northern Ken-
tucky hit by deadly tornadoes on March 2.

Six months on, most of the debris from 
hundreds of splintered buildings has been 
cleared away. Many storm victims are build-
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PROGRESS IS OBVIOUS, BUT MUCH 
WORK REMAINS, OFFICIALS SAY

By Bill Estep
bestep@herald-leader.com
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CHRIS WARE | cware@herald-leader.comSource: National Weather Service, Kentucky Division of Emergency Management
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Estimated peak winds: 140 mph
Damage path length: about 60 miles in Menifee, 
Morgan, Johnson and Lawrence counties;
traveled 26 miles farther in West Virginia
Damage width: maximum 1 mile

Estimated peak winds: 160 mph
Damage path length in Kentucky: 48 miles
Damage width: maximum  0.75 miles

Estimated peak winds: 125 mph
Damage path length: 6.3 miles
Damage width: 310 yards
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Tornado residential 
damage in Eastern 
Kentucky counties

Grant  109
Johnson  191
Kenton  149
Laurel  256
Lawrence  141

Magoffin  204
Menifee  56
Morgan  721
Pendleton  180
Wolfe  106
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Number of houses and mobile homes 
destroyed or with enough  damage to 
make them uninhabitable for some period

Mike Pennington, left, Doug Scott and Shannon Johnson prepared to cut a piece of trim while 
building a house to replace Johnson’s mobile home, which was destroyed in the March 2 tornado.
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Carol Rhodes 
misses her lost 
belongings but 
is grateful for 

her new home.

See TORNADOES, B2

AFTER THE TORNADOES: PUTTING LIVES BACK TOGETHER

See a photo gallery online.

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW
Join Fans of UK Football for a Spirited Evening
benefitting Cardinal Hill Rehabilitation Hospital!

Exclusive Live Auction

Friday, September 7, 7:00pm

at Donamire Farm

Individual tickets are $125

Tables of 8 are $1,000

For More Information call

Cardinal Hill Hospital 859-254-5701 x5603

Bourbon Tasting

Wine Sampling

Sophisticated Southern Menu

Live Music by The Johnson Brothers


