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KABUL,  Afghanistan 
— Taliban suicide bombers 
staged what appeared to be 
a carefully coordinated attack 
southwest of Kabul Saturday 
that killed at least a dozen Af-
ghans and wounded 58 more 
just outside the same U.S. mil-
itary outpost where a similar 
attack one year ago wounded 
scores of U.S. soldiers.

The attack Saturday un-
folded at daybreak in Sayed 
Abad, 45 miles from the 
capital. First a man wearing 
a suicide vest charged toward 
the base and a local police 

headquarters on foot, firing 
his Kalashnikov before blow-
ing himself up. He did little 
damage, but his true purpose, 
officials later said, was to sow 
confusion and draw attention 
away from the bigger danger 
lurking nearby: Another sui-
cide bomber driving a truck 
hauling a huge cache of explo-
sives.

Moments after that first ex-
plosion, the truck driver sped 
toward the base, for some 
reason stopping just short 
of it in the midst of a crowd 
shopping at a bazaar. There, 
he detonated his payload, kill-
ing eight Afghan civilians and 
at least four Afghan police-

men, Afghan officials said. An 
Afghan parliament member 
from the area, Hamida Ak-
bari, placed the death toll at 
14, including six members of 
the Afghan security forces.

The wounded included at 
least one woman, a child, and 
three officers of the National 
Directorate of Security, the 
Afghan national spy agency. 
Several U.S. soldiers inside 
the base were also wounded.

One  theory  qu ick ly 
emerged: The attack was 
meant as a reprise of the 
truck bombing of the same 
base — Combat Outpost 
Sayed Abad — that killed five 
Afghans and wounded 77 U.S. 

soldiers last September. That 
attack was blamed on the 
Haqqani Taliban network and 
later gained new significance 
when U.S. officials described 
it as one of a handful of high-
profile assaults that led them 
to publicly accuse Pakistan’s 
premier spy agency of sup-
porting the Haqqani network 
in attacking U.S. targets in 
Afghanistan.

Inside the U.S.-led military 
command in Kabul Saturday, 
suspicion immediately turned 
toward the Haqqanis again. 
“We believe this attack bears 
the mark of the Haqqani net-
work, which continues to tar-
get and kill innocent Afghans 
and blatantly violates Afghan 
sovereignty,” Marine Gen. 

John R. Allen, commander 
of U.S. and NATO forces in 
Afghanistan, said in a state-
ment.

A Taliban spokesman 
would neither confirm nor 
deny that the Haqqani net-
work, a clan that has safe ha-
ven in the Pakistani-Afghan 
frontier, carried out the latest 
attack. But the spokesman, 
Zabiullah Mujahid, was quick 
to take responsibility for the 
attack, after a week in which 
the Taliban repeatedly denied 
involvement in other deaths 
for which they were blamed 
by the Afghan authorities. He 
also confirmed that the base 
was the target and noted that 
it was the same outpost at-
tacked last year.

Attacks near U.S. base in Afghanistan
AT LEAST 12 AFGHANS KILLED, 58 WOUNDED IN SUICIDE BOMBINGS
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The New York Times

KABUL — The senior command-
er for Special Operations forces in 
Afghanistan has suspended training 
for all new Afghan recruits until the 
more than 27,000 Afghan troops 
working with his command can be 
re-vetted for ties to the insurgency.

The move comes as NATO 
officials struggle to stem the tide of 
attacks on NATO forces by their Af-
ghan colleagues. The attacks, which 
have killed 45 troops this year, have 
forced NATO officials to acknowl-
edge many of the incidents might 
have been prevented if existing 
security measures had been applied 
correctly. Instead, guidelines were 
not followed because of concerns 
they might slow the growth of the 
Afghan army and police.

THE WASHINGTON POST

NATO suspends training 
of Afghan recruits

LONDON — Decades of 
campaigning by victims of 
thalidomide, a morning sick-
ness drug, have taken a new 
turn, with the first apology in 
50 years to the victims and 
their families by the drug’s 
German manufacturer — and 
an incensed rejection of the 
apology as too little and too 
late from many of those it was 
intended to placate.

The apology was issued on 
Friday by Harald Stock, chief 
executive of the Grunenthal 
Group, a family-owned phar-
maceutical company that mar-
keted the drug in the 1950s 
and early 1960s. It was with-
drawn in 1961 after it was 
linked to birth defects, includ-
ing shortened arms and legs, 
and in some cases no limbs at 
all, that campaigners say af-
fected 10,000 babies around 
the world, mostly in Australia, 
Canada, Europe and Japan.

The apology came in a 
speech Stock delivered in the 
Rhineland town of Stolberg, 

the company’s base, at the 
unveiling of a thalidomide 
memorial, a bronze statue of 
a limbless child.

Addressing the victims 
and their families, particular-
ly their mothers, he said the 
company wished to “apolo-
gize for the fact that we have 
not found the way to you from 
person to person for almost 
50 years.”

“Instead, we have been 
silent, and we are very sorry 
for that.”

Stock said the company 
had carried out all the tests 
on thalidomide before it was 
marketed that were possible 
given the scientific knowledge 
available in the 1950s.

But the storm of protest 
the apology provoked from 
thalidomide victims and 
groups that represent them 
suggested that the apology 
had done little to assuage the 
anger and hurt accumulated 
over decades of campaigning 
for a full acknowledgment of 
thalidomide’s harm, as well 
as for commitments to more 

generous levels of compensa-
tion.

“It is over 50 years on 
since the thalidomide trag-
edy — why now?” said Fred-
die Astbury, chief consultant 
at Thalidomide UK Agency, 
which represents people af-
fected by the drug in Britain, 
where nearly 500 victims sur-
vive.

Astbury, 53, who was born 
with no arms and no legs, 
said he believed that one rea-

son for Stock’s speech was 
greater global awareness of 
issues affecting the disabled, 
manifested by the success of 
the Paralympic Games, cur-
rently drawing sellout crowds 
in London.

He pointed, too, to a class-
action lawsuit in Australia 
that legal experts have said 
could result in new compen-
sation awards for thalidomide 
victims running into tens of 
millions of dollars.

TOO 
LITTLE 

TOO LATE
German drugmaker’s apologies  

to victims of thalidomide rejected

By John F. Burns
The New York Times

A 1965 photo provided by the U.S. Department of Health 
showed a 3-year-old girl born without arms to a German mother 
who took the drug thalidomide.
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BEIRUT — Opposition 
fighters in Syria said early 
Saturday that they had cap-
tured an air defense base in 
the eastern province of Deir 
el-Zour, taking at least 16 
soldiers captive and seizing 
weapons and ammunition 
in what appeared to be part 
of a broader rebel offensive 
against Syrian military instal-
lations across the country.

Rebel fighters in the prov-
ince also attacked a military 
air base, according to activ-
ist groups, the third attack on 
an air force site in the past 
few days. Last week, rebel 
commanders claimed to have 
destroyed several helicopters 
during attacks on two sepa-
rate military airports in Idlib 
province.

The latest attacks came as 
the new Syria negotiator for 
the United Nations and Arab 
League, seeking to revive 
stalemated diplomacy, said he 
would travel to Damascus in 
coming days. The representa-
tive, Lakhdar Brahimi, a vet-
eran Algerian diplomat, also 

said he intended to base him-
self in Damascus if that would 
be more useful.

Videos that activist groups 
said showed the aftermath of 
the attack raised the possi-
bility that rebel fighters had 
captured shoulder-fired anti-
aircraft missiles, known as 
MANPADS, though it was 
not clear whether some of 
the missiles had the neces-
sary components to make 
them functional. One video, 
uploaded Friday, appeared to 
show a man holding a com-
plete system.

Rebel groups have been ea-
ger to acquire the weapons to 
counter the government’s in-
creasing use of warplanes and 
helicopters in the conflict.

Also on Saturday, Syria’s 
official state news agency said 
that the government had re-
leased more than 300 people 
it had detained recently dur-
ing fighting in the Damascus 
suburbs, Homs, Aleppo and 
Daraa. The news agency said 
the detainees were “involved 
in recent events” but had com-
mitted no crimes. It was not 
clear why they had been held.

Syrian opposition 
targeting air bases

By Kareem Fahim
The New York Times

HANOI, Vietnam — She 
wore a pink outfit and match-
ing high heels as she toured 
the dusty construction site. 
Soon after To Linh Huong’s 
visit in April, photos that 
captured the moment went 
viral on the Internet, but not 
because of Huong’s sense of 
style.

The daughter of a mem-
ber of the Vietnamese Com-
munist Party’s Politburo, the 
country’s most powerful po-
litical body, Huong had only 
days before been appointed 
the head of a state-owned 
construction company. Com-
mentators on the Internet ex-
pressed outrage that someone 
so young — she is reported 
to be 24 — held such a senior 
corporate post.

“Taking a little girl who 
just graduated from journal-
ism school and making her 
the director general of a 
construction company is no 
different than making a one-
legged man a soccer goalie,” 
read a comment on Pham 
Viet Dao, a popular blog by 
a Vietnamese writer of the 
same name. “Sorry to say — 
this is so stupid.”

Like the Communist Party 
leaders in China, Vietnam’s 
political mandarins are strug-
gling to reconcile their party’s 
message of social justice and 
equality with the realities of 
an elite awash in wealth and 
privilege. The yawning divide 
between rural poverty and 
urban wealth has become es-

pecially jarring, now that a 
decade of breakneck growth 
has come to an end, dimming 
the prospects for the poor 
and middle class to fight their 
way up the social ladder.

Much of the ire has been 
focused on Vietnam’s version 
of crony capitalism — the 
close links between tycoons 
and top Communist Party 
officials. This criticism has 
been able to flourish partly 
because news of abuses has 
leaked out as state compa-
nies, which remain a central 
part of the economy, have 
floundered, helping precipi-
tate Vietnam’s serious finan-
cial woes. Activists and crit-
ics have also been able to use 

the anonymity of the Web 
to skirt tight media controls 
that had kept many scandals 
out of public view.

Government off icials, 
meanwhile, are sounding de-
fensive.

Vie tnam’s  pres ident , 
Truong Tan Sang, issued a 
blunt self-criticism in a re-
cent article in the state-run 
media. “We should be proud 
about what we have done,” 
he wrote, speaking of the 
economic boom under Com-
munist leadership, “but in 
the eyes of our ancestors, we 
should also feel ashamed for 
our weakness and failures, 
which have been preventing 
the growth of the nation.”

CRITICISM FOCUSES 
ON CRONY CAPITALISM

Economic gap challenges 
Vietnam’s message of equality

By Thomas Fuller
The New York Times

Harriett Hendren writes
a shopping, fashion
and beauty blog
called “Fash Food”
on LexGo.com.
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