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NEW ORLEANS — As 
the remnants of Hurricane 
Isaac pushed their way up the 
Mississippi Valley on Satur-
day, spinning off severe thun-
derstorms and at least four 
tornadoes, some on the Gulf 
Coast were impatient with 
the pace of restoring power 
days after the storm dragged 
through the region.

While New Orleans streets 
were bustling again and work-
ers were returning to offshore 
oil rigs, thousands of evacu-
ees couldn’t return home 
to flooded low-lying areas 
of Louisiana and more than 
400,000 sweltering electric-
ity customers in the state re-
mained without power.

Meanwhile, the National 
Weather Service said two tor-
nadoes touched down in rural 
areas of north-central Illinois 
and at least two touched 
down in rural southeast Mis-
souri. There were no reports 
of damage in Illinois, and 
Missouri officials said some 
power lines caught on fire.

By midday Saturday, the 
storm had dumped up to 5 
inches of rain in parts of Illi-
nois. And the National Weath-
er Service said it was bringing 
more rain and some drought 

relief to parts of the Missis-
sippi and Ohio River Valleys.

In Louisiana, the number 
without power was down from 
more than 900,000. However, 
in heavily populated Jefferson 
Parish near New Orleans, par-
ish president John Young said 
Entergy Corp. was too slow 
in restoring electricity.

“I don’t see boots on the 
ground,” said Young, who 
complained that he has seen 
repair trucks sitting idle in a 
staging area and fielded calls 
from residents and business 
owners complaining about a 
lack of progress.

“We’ve restored about 45 
percent of our customers in 
about a day and a half, Enter-
gy spokesman Chanel Lagarde 
said. He added that crews 
have come in from 24 states. 
“In many situations, crews 
have driven all day and have 
worked their 16-hour day and 
have to rest for the day.”

New Orleans Mayor Mitch 
Landrieu said he too was 
anxious to get power back 
on. “Like everybody else, my 
patience is wearing thin,” he 
said.

On Saturday afternoon, 
St. Tammany Parish officials 
ordered a mandatory evacua-
tion of areas south of the Pearl 
River diversion canal, for fear a 

lock on a canal will fail. Parish 
authorities said the order could 
affect anywhere from several 
hundred to 2,000 residents in 
the rural area north of Slidell.

Parts of coastal Plaquemines 
Parish, where thousands were 
evacuated, remained under 
water. The National Weather 
Service has said Isaac dumped 
anywhere from 10 to 20 inches 
of rain on south Louisiana and 
south Mississippi.

In the water-logged town 

of Lafitte, Mayor Tim Kerner 
was allowing property owners 
and residents to return and 
begin cleaning up.

Meanwhile, Gulf of Mex-
ico oil platforms were being 
repopulated after Isaac forced 
shutdown of most Gulf oil 
production.

People stuck inside stuffy, 
powerless homes were compar-
atively lucky. The governor’s of-
fice said more than 4,000 were 
in state, local or Red Cross 

shelters as of Saturday morn-
ing, and that doesn’t count 
others who took refuge with 
friends, family or in hotels.

LaPlace resident Roshonda 
Girrad was staying in a state-
run shelter in Alexandria, 200 
miles from her home. She was 
waiting for the chest-deep wa-
ters in her neighborhood to 
recede.

“The showers are horrible. 
The food is horrible,” Girrad 
said. “I’m not from around 

here. I don’t know what’s go-
ing on. We’re in the dark.”

Isaac dumped as much 
as 16 inches of rain in some 
spots, and about 500 people 
had to be rescued by boat or 
high-water vehicles.

In New Orleans, most of 
the downtown area and the 
French Quarter had power 
again Saturday. The annual 
Southern Decadence festival, 
a celebration of gay culture, 
was underway. And the Super-
dome, which sustained minor 
damage, prepared to host a 
Saturday night football game 
between Tulane and Rutgers.

Newly nominated Repub-
lican presidential candidate 
Mitt Romney visited flood-rav-
aged communities on Friday, 
and President Barack Obama 
said he would arrive Monday.

To the east, officials pumped 
and released water from a res-
ervoir, easing the pressure 
behind an Isaac-stressed dam 
in Mississippi on the Louisi-
ana border. The threat for the 
earthen dam on Lake Tangipa-
hoa prompted evacuations in 
small towns and rural areas.

C rew s  i n t e n t i o n a l l y 
breached a levee strained by 
Isaac’s floodwaters in south-
east Louisiana’s Plaquemines 
Parish, which is outside the 
federal levee system. Parish 
President Billy Nungesser 
said the work was slow-going.

REMNANTS OF STORM SPAWN TORNADOES

Slow recovery in Gulf Coast as Isaac moves north
By Kevin McGill
Associated Press

Peter Roccaforte surveyed the damage to his home in Reserve, La., on Saturday as floodwaters 
from Hurricane Isaac continued to recede. Thousands of evacuees couldn’t return home to low-
lying areas, and more than 400,000 electricity customers in the state remained without power. 
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LYNN, Mass. — Walden 
Pond, Henry David Thoreau’s 
idyllic retreat in the woods of 
Concord, Mass., has long been 
one of the most famous day 
trips in New England, draw-
ing droves of visitors seeking 
the tranquil beauty immortal-
ized in the 19th-century phi-
losopher’s writings.

But some 21st-century con-
veniences — namely Google 
maps and some GPS devices 
— have been leading travel-
ers to the wrong Walden: an 
identically named reservoir, 

next to a golf course, in this 
old industrial center on Mas-
sachusetts’ North Shore.

“I pulled up to that park and 
felt like I was in a county park 
— any old local county park,” 
said A.N. Devers, a writer 
from Brooklyn who has visited 
dozens of writers’ houses and 
was hoping to add one more 
during a trip to Boston this 
summer. Devers had entered 
the phrase “Walden Pond” into 
Google and cross-referenced 
directions on her iPhone.

As in more than a dozen 
tests on iPhones, Android 
phones and Google searches, 

she was pointed to a reservoir 
named for Edwin Walden, the 
president of this city’s water 
board in the late 1800s.

“I do think I knew some-
where in the back of my head 
that Walden was near Con-
cord,” Devers said. But like 
many wayfarers in a world 
increasingly reliant on GPS 
devices, “I just didn’t really 
process the directions.”

On its support Web site, 
Google says it considers the 
user’s location, in part, to de-
termine its mapping search 
results — but a search from 
Cambridge, Mass., for exam-

ple, returns Lynn’s reservoir, 
even though the Concord 
pond is closer in both miles 
and travel time. Additional au-
tocomplete options do show 
the site in Concord. (Map-
Quest and Microsoft’s search 
engine, Bing, first pull up the 
Concord Walden Pond.)

“It happens all the time,” 
said Dan Small, the ranger for 
Lynn Woods, where the reser-
voir is.

Dick Katin, a ranger at the 
neighboring golf course, has 
found himself zooming in his 
cart to collect misdirected 
visitors who wander through 

the fairway, seeking Walden. 
“Which is very dangerous,” he 
said. “They don’t pay attention 
when they’re walking through 
here. They think they’re on a 
trail hiking or whatever.”

The Lynn Walden Pond it-
self is a scenic place, although 
the few empty beer cans that 
dot the surrounding woods and 
the lack of a cabin pretty quick-
ly clue people in to the fact that 
something might be amiss. “We 
finally get there, and we’re like, 
is this it?” said Jeremy Corn, 
a restaurant beverage director 
who used his iPhone to navi-
gate a trip to Walden Pond dur-

ing his honeymoon road trip, 
inspired by his new wife’s love 
of Thoreau. When the two took 
a closer look at the map, they 
realized where they were — or 
rather, weren’t.

“At this point, my wife’s 
livid,” he recalled. “The 
Walden Pond thing was one 
of the only things she wanted 
to plan out, and we complete-
ly screwed it up.”

The couple decided to take 
a look anyway, with Corn’s 
panoramic camera. They now 
have a framed photo of the 
faux Walden in their home. “It 
was a nice hike,” Corn said.

Some GPS maps lead Thoreau fans to wrong Walden
By Jess Bidgood
The New York Times


