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ICE chief of 
staff resigns 

amid claims of 
misconduct

Washington: A senior official 
at the Department of Homeland 
Security resigned Saturday after 
accusations that she had created 
a sexualized office culture that 
was hostile to men. The official, 
Suzanne Barr, is a longtime aide 
to the department’s secretary, 
Janet Napolitano, and had been 
on leave from her position as chief 
of staff to the director of Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement 
because of the allegations.

In a letter to the ICE director, 
John Morton, obtained by news 
organizations, Barr denied the 
accusations as “unfounded and 
without any merit,” but said she 
had decided to move on.

“In recent weeks, I have been 
the focus of unfounded allegations 
designed to destroy my reputation, 
but of greater concern, however, 
is the threat these allegations 
represent to the reputation of this 
agency and the men and women 
who proudly serve their country 
by advancing ICE’s mission,” 
she wrote. “As such, I feel it is 
incumbent upon me to take every 
step necessary to prevent further 
harm to the agency and to prevent 
this from further distracting from 
our critical work. Therefore, it is 
with great regret that I submit my 
resignation as chief of staff for 
Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment.”

The accusations against Barr 
came to light as part of a discrimi-
nation lawsuit filed by James T. 
Hayes Jr., a top federal immigra-
tion official in New York, against 
Napolitano, contending that he 
had been pushed out of a senior 
management position to make 
room for a less-qualified woman 
and then was retaliated against 
when he threatened to sue. The 
lawsuit also accused Barr of creat-
ing “a frat-house-type atmosphere 
that is targeted to humiliate and 
intimidate male employees.”

No charges in Ariz. 
sheriff’s abuse of 

powers case
Phoenix: The federal abuse-of-

power investigation into America’s 
self-proclaimed toughest sheriff 
may have been closed without 
criminal charges but Maricopa 
County Sheriff Joe Arpaio’s legal 
troubles are far from over.

A civil case brought by a small 
group of Latinos who accuse 
Arpaio’s office of systemati-
cally racially profiling is awaiting 
a verdict from an Arizona-based 
federal judge.

The U.S. Department of 
Justice has also sued the sheriff 
for alleged constitutional viola-
tions including racial profiling, 
retaliating against Arpaio critics, 
punishing Latino jail inmates with 
limited English skills for speaking 
Spanish and failing to adequately 
investigate a large number of sex-
crimes cases. No trial date in that 
case has been set.

The Justice Department an-
nounced late Friday that it would 
not pursue criminal charges 
against the sheriff or his office, or 
against former Maricopa County 
top prosecutor Andrew Thomas 
and a top Thomas aide, Lisa 
Aubuchon, for abuse of power.

Thomas and Aubuchon were 
disbarred by the state Supreme 
Court earlier this year after an 
ethics panel decided they brought 
criminal charges against two county 
officials and a judge in December 
2009 with the purpose of embar-
rassing them. The cases were 
investigated by Arpaio’s now-closed 
anti-public corruption squad.

Thomas was a longtime Arpaio 
ally.

Authorities were investigating 
Arpaio for his part in failed public 
corruption cases against officials 
who were odds with him. The sher-
iff brought cases against a judge 
and two county officials in 2009 
and Thomas prosecuted them.

Federal authorities also said 
Friday that they have decided 
to not prosecute matters tied to 
alleged misuse of county credit 
cards by sheriff’s officials, alleged 
misspending of jail-enhancement 
funds and other matters.
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Iran wants to see 
intelligence reports 
before inspection
Tehran, Iran: Iran on Saturday 

said it wants to first see Western 
intelligence reports before allowing 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) to inspect the 
Parchin military complex south-
east of the capital Tehran.

The UN nuclear watchdog 
wants to inspect Parchin, where 
alleged tests on nuclear warheads 
have been conducted according to 
such confidential reports.

While denying the accusation, 
Iran says the Parchin complex is 
not registered as a nuclear site 
and the IAEA is therefore not 

authorized to inspect the complex.
“One of the reasons we have 

not come to any agreement with 
the IAEA yet is that we insist on 
first seeing the (intelligence) docu-
ments which contain the accusa-
tions and claims by some Western 
countries,” Iran’s IAEA Ali-Asqar 
Soltanieh told ISNA news agency.

“This is a very logical demand 
and after that we can discuss the 
modalities and come to a logical 
conclusion,” the Iranian envoy 
said.

Teheran has, however, not fully 
denied all access.

“It is quite obvious that any 
agreement with the IAEA (on 
Parchin) should be made on the 
basis of clear criteria but normal 
IAEA inspections of all our nuclear 
sites are continuing as before,” 
Soltanieh said.

Iranian Foreign Minister Ali-
Akbar Salehi on Friday rejected 
as baseless a report by the IAEA 
that accused it of covering up the 
alleged tests at Parchin.

Salehi said that such charges 
had no technical basis, and were 
politically motivated, adding that 
anybody with sufficient technical 
knowledge was aware that no one 
could clean any venue from traces 
of nuclear tests.

Western powers suspect Iran 
wants to make a nuclear bomb. 
Iran denies this and says its dis-
puted nuclear program is peaceful.

Islamist rebels gain 
ground in Mali

Bamako, Mali: Islamic extrem-
ists seized control of the strategic 
town of Douentza on Saturday, 
moving much closer to govern-
ment-held territory in central Mali, 
according to witnesses in the town 
and a rebel spokesman.

Residents say that early in 
the morning, a convoy of pickups 
carrying bearded men entered the 
town, located about 500 miles 
northeast of the capital, Bamako. 
While far from the capital, Douent-

za is only 120 miles from Mopti, 
which marks the line-of-control 
held by the Malian military.

Clinton pledges U.S. 
support in Pacific
Rarotonga, Cook Islands: 

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton began a 10-day, six-nation 
visit to Asia pledging to broaden 
U.S. diplomatic, economic and 
security support in the Pacific, but 

also offering conciliatory remarks 
toward China at a time when 
tensions are rising over territorial 
disputes.

“We all have important contri-
butions and stakes in this region’s 
success — to advance your 
security, your opportunity and your 
prosperity,” she told leaders Friday 
at the Pacific Island Forum, an 
annual conference of 16 nations 
and self-governing states located 
across a vast stretch of ocean. “I 

think, after all, the Pacific is big 
enough for all of us.”

Clinton’s visit, the first by a 
secretary of state to the forum and 
to the remote Cook Islands, never-
theless highlighted an intensifying 
race between China and the United 
States for influence in a part of 
the world that President Barack 
Obama has tried to make a greater 
focus of U.S. foreign policy.

Clinton, accompanied at the 
forum by the head of the Pacific 

Command, Adm. Samuel J. Lock-
lear III, pledged new assistance 
programs to boost economic 
development in the region and 
to remove unexploded ordnance 
on land and at sea that are still 
posing a threat 70 years after 
some of the bloodiest battles of 
World War II. The United States, 
she noted, spends $330 million a 
year on development projects in 
the Pacific.
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