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FRANKFORT, Ky. — Senators who sup-
port the job Harold Workman has done as
presidentof theStateFairBoardfiledabill
Wednesday that would require confirma-
tion by the Senate of a governor’s appoint-
ments to the board.

Sens. Paul Hornback and Joey Pendle-
ton, both farmers, said that, while the bill
will not block an ongoing effort to remove

Workman from the job he has held since
1993, it will give the Senate some say in
board membership in the future.

“If I’m going to be the whipping boy
that’s going to have to listen to all this con-
troversy, then I want to have a little say in
who gets put on the fair board,” said Pen-
dleton, D-Hopkinsville.

Hornback, R-Shelbyville, said, “This is
ashow ofsupport forHarold Workman and
astatementthat thefairboardisnotapolit-
ical toy to play with.”

The Courier-Journal reported Wednes-

day that one board member said that she
had been told last week by board Chairman
Ron Carmicle that Gov. Steve Beshear
wanted Workman ousted as president and
chief executive officer.

Carmicle said any claims that he had
lobbied board members to support Work-
man’s ouster are “absolutely false.”

But Beshear said Wednesday that he
has been part of discussions among mem-
bers of the board to remove Workman.

Senate bill seeks say in
fair board membership
Measure is reaction to possible ouster of Workman
By Tom Loftus
tloftus@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal
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Steve Conrad said he has a big goal
for Louisville — making it the safest
city in America.

“It may be something we never
reach, but if we work toward that goal,
we end up with a safer community,” he
said during an interview with The Cou-
rier-Journal editorial board Wednes-
day.

Conrad, 55, met with the board a day
after Mayor Greg Fischer announced
that Conrad would be the next chief of
the Louisville Metro Police Depart-
ment. On Tuesday, Conrad was intro-
duced publicly and then spent the day
visiting each patrol division, meeting
with commanders and officers.

On Wednesday, Conrad visited with
the mayor and senior staff, members
of the Metro Council and members of
the Interdenominational Ministerial
Coalition. He will return to Glendale,
Ariz., Thursday to complete his final
few weeks as chief there and then be-
gin work in Louisville on March 19.

Initially, Conrad, who left Louisville
Metro Police in 2005 having served as
an assistant chief, said he has no plans
to change his command staff struc-
ture. He said he has asked the two dep-
uty chiefs, Yvette Gentry and Vince
Robison, who were both finalists for
the chief’s job, to stay on.

Conrad said he has complete faith in
bothRobisonandGentry,andlooksfor-
ward to creating a strong team to move
the department forward.

“It’s not exactly like you have an
outside chief coming in who doesn’t
know the people,” Conrad said.

But he said he knows he has a lot to
learn about what has changed in the six
years he has been leading the Glendale
Police.

To start getting a handle on things,
and in hopes of shaping a vision for the
department, Conrad said he plans to
conduct a survey of all officers holding
the rank of lieutenant or higher. The
survey seeks to determine what three
internal and three external issues are
the biggest problems for the depart-
ment and what potential solutions exist
to those issues.

Conrad said he will follow up the
survey by meeting with officers, com-
munity leaders and government offi-
cials to further shape a priority list.

But Conrad said he has already
challenged LMPD commanders to
think of ways that the department can

Improved
safety is
Conrad’s
top goal

By Jessie Halladay
jhalladay@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

Steve Conrad, the new LMPD chief, left
for Glendale, Ariz., in 2005. DAVID R.
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New chief reacquaints
himself with Louisville

Reel Action Kentucky, a teen-
age video contest to encour-
age peers to avoid the pitfalls
of underage drinking, will
have its 2012 awards cere-
mony from 6 to 8 p.m. Sunday
at the Baxter Avenue Thea-
ters in the Highlands.
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MORE ONLINE
Read the rest from reporter Chris
Quay at the Louisville SafetyNet blog,
www.courier-journal.com/safetynet.

FRANKFORT, Ky. — House Speaker
Greg Stumbo has submitted an open rec-
ords request for expense documents from
Morehead State University — the latest
salvo in a debate over making the privately
operated University of Pikeville part of
the state’s public college system.

Stumbo, a Prestonsburg Democrat who
is backing House Bill 260 to make Pikeville

a public institution, submitted a request
Friday for five years of expense reports on
training, travel, recreation and other costs
incurred by the Morehead administration,
board of regents and staff.

The request also seeks records that
show how Morehead has improved educa-
tional opportunities in a 12-county region
that Pikeville would serve under Stumbo’s
proposal.

Morehead opposes the addition of Pike-
ville to the state system.

In a statement Wednesday, Stumbo said

the documents would help him evaluate
the quality of educational services that
Morehead has provided to the area.

“If Morehead was aware of what ap-
pears to be a dramatic and troubling de-
crease in the attainment of college-level
degrees, then what have they done and
what are their plans, if any, to correct
that?” he said.

Morehead Preident Wayne Andrews
did not immediately respond to a request

Stumbo wants to review Morehead spending
By Mike Wynn
mwynn@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal
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As worshippers at Louisville’s St.
Martin of Tours Church prepared to
receive ashes on their foreheads to
mark Ash Wednesday, the Rev. Fred-
erick Klotter encouraged them to
view the Lenten season as more than a
time to “not do this, not do that.”

“The purpose of Lent is not to feel
bad about ourselves,” he told the
scores of worshipers at a noon ser-
vice at the Phoenix Hill parish . “It is
to recognize some shortcomings in
ourselves but use that recognition to
go higher, to look beyond where we
are now so the love of God can dwell
ever more fully in our hearts.”

Ash Wednesday, for Roman Catho-

lics and many Protestants, marks the
start of the penitential season of Lent
leading up to Easter. Believers who
observe the season often fast, give up
treats, and focus on repentance and
spiritual renewal.

At St. Martin, Latin chants and
English hymns were sung without ac-
companiment, matching the sparse
tone of the penitential holy day.

“It’s a season of renewal for Catho-
lics,” said Sue Nilest, who works
downtown and visited the parish with
her adult daughter for the service.
“There are still opportunities to learn
and grow in our faith.”

“It does mean a lot to us,” added
Maria Chavez, attending with her
husband, Miguel, and young daugh-
ter.

Altar server Anthony Brown, right, marks Carolyn Whalen‘s forehead with ashes during the Ash Wednesday Mass at the
St. Martin of Tours Church. PHOTOS BY SAM UPSHAW JR./THE COURIER-JOURNAL

‘A day of
OPTIMISM’
Worshippers mark Ash Wednesday, start of Lent
By Peter Smith
psmith@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

Emily Sivori reflects during the Ash
Wednesday Mass at St. Martin of
Tours Church.

“The purpose of Lent is not to feel bad about ourselves. It is to recognize some
shortcomings in ourselves but use that recognition to go higher, to look beyond
where we are now so the love of God can dwell ever more fully in our hearts.”
The Rev. Frederick Klotter, St. Martin of Tours Church
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