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Southern Indiana:
Partly cloudy today;
showers tonight. Light
rain or snow flurries
possible tomorrow.
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FRANKFORT, Ky. — A revised ver-
sion of Gov. Steve Beshear’s pro-
posed constitutional amendment to
legalize casino gambling cleared its
first legislative hurdle Wednesday
— but the victory may be short-
lived.

By a vote of 7-4, the Senate State
& Local Government Committee ap-
proved Senate Bill 151 and sent it to
the Senate floor.

The bill’s sponsor, Sen. Damon
Thayer, R-Georgetown, and Demo-
cratic Floor Leader R.J. Palmer of
Winchester, a supporter, asked that
the bill not be called for a floor vote
today because two Democratic sena-
tors are expected to miss the day’s
session.

However, the leaders of the
chamber’s Republican majority —
President David Williams of Bur-
kesville and Majority Leader Robert
Stivers of Manchester — said the bill
will be considered anyway.

“Let’s not be disingenuous about
this sort of situation,” Williams said.
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Casino
bill faces
big test
today
2 senators’ absence
could kill proposal
By Gregory A. Hall
ghall@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

COMMITTEE CHANGES
» Delete original provisions allowing
up to five racetrack casinos and up to
two free-standing casinos.
» Replace that with language allowing
up to seven casinos.

ONLINE
To keep up with the latest news and
information about the efforts to legal-
ize casino gambling in Kentucky, go to
www.courier-journal.com/casino.

See CASINO, Page A2

Mayor Greg Fischer killed his
proposal to give $850,000 to The
Cordish Cos. to bring a tenant to
its office space at 4th Street Live
on Wednesday afternoon after
learning the tenant is already

housed in downtown offices just
outside of the entertainment dis-
trict.

Earlier in the day, Councilman
David Tandy had pulled his spon-
sorship of a resolution calling for
a forgivable loan to the Balti-
more-based developer after a
Courier-Journal reporter in-
formed him that the tenant is The

Learning House, which is cur-
rently in the Speed building on
Guthrie Street, about two blocks
from the Kaufman Straus build-
ing at 4th Street Live, where Cor-
dish wanted the company to
move.

Tandy, who had sponsored the
resolution because 4th Street
Live is in his district, said of the

deal: “It’s not right.”
He said that while it was ap-

propriate for city government to
use incentives to attract new
businesses to the area or help ex-
isting businesses expand,
“they’re talking about moving a
company from one place to anoth-
er within the city. It comes across
as the city trying to pick one loca-
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Mayor halts Cordish loan plan
$850,000 would have helped proposed tenant make 2-block move
By Dan Klepal
dklepal@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See LOAN, Page A4

HEALTH & FITNESS | D1

RISKY FITNESS GEAR
Pay attention to equipment recalls

SPORTS | C1

IU MANHANDLES
N.C. CENTRAL
Zeller, Oladipo lead the way

President Barack Obama and
Republican presidential contend-
er Mitt Romney offered compet-
ing proposals Wednesday for how
the government should tax citi-
zens and companies, previewing
the great ideological clash about
taxes that is likely to be at the

forefront of the election cam-
paign.

In a move that plays directly to
his base, Obama released a long-
awaited plan to overhaul the na-
tion’s corporate tax code, follow-
ing his call earlier this month for
significant tax hikes on the
wealthiest Americans.

The new plan would lower the
nation’s corporate tax rate to 28

percentfrom35percent.Thepro-
posal would also raise the taxes of
Democraticbogeymen, including
oil and gas companies and multi-
nationals that create jobs over-
seas, to pay for the reduction in
the overall corporate rate.

Shortly after, Romney un-
veiled a series of deep cuts in per-
sonal and corporate income tax
rates, the kind of reductions that

have become a tenet of Republi-
can economic thinking.

The former Massachusetts
governor proposed reducing the
rates for individual taxpayers by
a fifth, meaning that top earners
would pay 28 percent of their in-
come in taxes, compared with 35
percent today. He also suggested

Cut taxes. Shut loopholes. Win votes?

Tax plans proposed by Mitt
Romney and President Barack
Obama share a lack of detail.

By Zachary A. Goldfarb
Washington Post

See TAXES, Page A5

Find out how much crime
is happening in your neigh-
borhood. Go to www.courier-
journal.com/crime

INDIANAPOLIS — A proposed state-
wide smoking ban was approved by an
Indiana Senate committee on Wednesday
despite objections about exemptions for
casinos and private clubs, moving for-
ward one of the most contentious issues
remaining for lawmakers this year.

Supporters and opponents alike called
the exemptions bad policy. The propos-
al’s authors said it was the best they could
do given the state’s political atmosphere

and the gaming industry’s legislative
clout.

Some senators who voted for the plan
said they acknowledged the hypocrisy of
preventing some places from allowing
smoking, while allowing employees at
casinos and other exempted businesses
to continue being exposed to secondhand
smoke.

“If this is what it takes to protect some
people, I’m going to support this,” said
Sen. Greg Taylor, D-Indianapolis. “But
we need to stop being hypocrites and do
the right thing, no matter who it affects.”

The Senate Policy Committee sent the
bill to the full Senate on an 8-2 vote. The
House has already approved the plan,
which would exempt casinos, racetrack
slots parlors, off-track betting locations,
tobacco stores, hookah bars and private
clubs, such as VFW halls.

In the area, a smoking ban would have
the largest impact in New Albany and
Clarksville, which both still permit un-
fettered public smoking. Jeffersonville,
the area’s most populous city, already has
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BILL TO LIMIT SMOKING
STATEWIDE ADVANCES

Sean Lefler smokes at Sam’s Food and Spirits in New Albany on Wednesday. “When I have a drink I like to have a smoke with it, and
(a ban) really would discourage me from coming into places,” he said. HAROLD J ADAMS/THE COURIER-JOURNAL

Exemptions are a concern for measure’s backers, foes
By Tom LoBianco
Associated Press

See SMOKE, Page A8
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