
Visitation
Male visitors greeted Grayson; driver recalls former school days
Former Kennedy students, parents 'pleased9 with facilities at Wheatley

BY RONALD D. HAWKINS
Bus driver Howard Miller hadn't

been to Male High School since he
graduated. Last week, he drove a
group of parents and students to the
school from Southern High School for
a visit.

Before the bus left Southern, Miller
said to the parents, "Tonight if you
want to smoke it's all right. We don't
let the students smoke, but it's all

right tonight."
The bus left Southern High School

at 5:03 p.m. and 22 minutes later
parked in front of Male High School, a

school which Miller attended in 1956
when it was integrated.

When the bus stopped, Miller
recalled that year: "We walked in here
like nothing had happened. And we
had no problems."

On the bus ride to the school, some
parents talked about trying to find
loopholes so their children wouldn't
have to go to Male. Others were quiet
as they watched the scenery and
patiently waited to arrive at the
school.

Don Nail, an employee of a linen
service, said, "The kids will get along
all right if the parents stay at home.
My son took part in the Dirt Bowl (a
basketball tournament held in the
summer in Louisville's West End) and
encouraged me to come down.

They got a bunch of guys from
Southern together on a team and they
won first place in their division. They
didn't have any trouble at all down
there," said Nail.

The group entered the building and
proceeded to the school's auditorium
where they were presented programs.
Some of the people in the crowd used
the programs for fans as they waited
for people from, other parts of the
county to a'rrive for the welcoming
ceremonies.

Male High School principal Harold
E. Andrews opened the visitation after
waiting for the public address system
to become operative. He then
introduced Superintendent Ernest
Grayson.

"I'm pleased to see so many
interested persons here," said Grayson.
"I assure you we're interested in the
education of your children. We're
going to make every effort to make
this system the best in the country."

Harold Andrews had been informed
that he was to be Male High School
principal only the week before the
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He had been at
Durrett High School.

Since he found out he would be
at Male, said he had

received great
"At no time have I ever had a group

me as I did at Male," said
"We've worked seven days a

week trying to catch up."
After of school

the crowd of nearly 200
people was divided into groups to take
a tour of the high school.

Some of the children talked about
how they going to the school
would be fun. Others seemed uneasy
about the age of the which
was in 1915. They noted
how names and words had been carved
on desks and how the walls looked like
they could use a good paint job.

One mother in her mid 30s
her children and said, "My high school
was better than this. This is a fire

Some of the children seemed
by day care and

at
Male. They noted the high school they
would have, didn't have

"to compare with Male's

After the tour of the
said, "The

parents seem very They
came to see what the school is
like."

The parents were not very happy
with the structure of the

said he
said they had come from Fern Creek
and High schools
which had

"He said the
was sound and only needed a

good paint job.
"They did seem happy about the

The students will
get more The
county ratio was
450 to 1. In the city it is 330 to 1,"
said

Keith Nail, 14, will be in the 10th
grade at Male High School. He is
excited about it.

"I like it here. I like the
said Nail. It's in good

shape for as old as it is. It's
not

Bill Alvey, 16, will be a junior at
the school.

"It's a bit old, but it's pretty big for
three said Alvey. "The cinder
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track field is old."
Alvey said he thought Andrews was

going to be "all right" a principal.
"He came out and told us what we

wanted to know," said Alvey.
On the bus ride back to Southern

High School, the future Male High

School students took in the
commenting on

everything from two girls talking on a
street corner to the smell given off by
the Ralston Purina factory to concerts
they'd attended at the state
fairgrounds.

At point the students started to
sing the Male High School fight song.
One mother said, "They might as well
get in

The bus arrived back at Southern
High School at 8:30 p.m.

Bus driver Howard Miller, whose
wife will be driving when school starts,
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BY PATTI DENTON
Shelly Herzfeld, a second grader,

and her parents moved to Louisville
only two weeks ago from an area near
Oklahoma City, Okla.

Although the family is spending a
considerable amount of time trying to
become acquainted and adjusting
to a new community, much of their
thoughts and activities since arriving

have revolved around one thing --
Shelly will be among those students
bused from Alex R. Kennedy
Elementary to Phyllis Wheatley.

Elaine Harrington and her
daughter Rachel were living in
Louisville when on July U. S.
District Judge James F. Gordon
released the desegregation plan for this
fall.

Mrs. Harrington discovered
that Rachel would be one of about
23,000 children being bused a
"new" school she reconciled
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Staff photo by Patti Denton

and students wait at Alex R. Kennedy to board buses to
take them to Phyllis Wheatley the program last
week.
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herself to complying to the law.
But, since she decided to let Rachel

travel from Kennedy to Wheatley each
school day she has been
criticized by her friends. "What's
wrong with you that you are letting
your child be bused?" they ask.

Mrs. Harrington went to Kennedy
last Thursday to search for
answers to questions of her own about
busing: What kind of educational
facilities would Wheatley offer her
child? Are the bus drivers well trained?
Would Rachel be safe while riding the
bus and on the school grounds?

Today is the official start 0f
schooling in Louisville.

Last Wednesday and Thursday, in
preparation for just this
students scheduled to be bused like
Shelly and Rachel, traveled their new
bus route with their parents to visit
and familiarize themselves with their
new school. All public schools in the
county had visitation programs last
week for parents and

About 5 p.m. last Thursday a small
crowd of about 25 children and some
45 adults gathered in front of
Kennedy Elementary to board two
Jefferson County school buses. Most
were quiet and a few waved make-shi- ft

fans trying to keep cool in the heat of
the afternoon sun.

The principal and bus drivers gave
the signal to board. "The least they
could do is give us an
bus, since they didn't give us an

school," Margie
Kottler said as she and her family
boarded the second bus. Mrs. Kottler
and her husband have only one child,
Judy, who will be bused this year, but
they had brought all four of their
children.

"It would have been easier to send
them all to one place," Mrs. Kottler
said, "for comfort and security and
familiarity

"The problem is going to be music
and dance Hertzfeld said
as the buses left Kennedy and started
down Taylorsville Rd.

"Forget it," Mrs. Kottler replied.
"Well I'm not going to," Mrs.

Herzfeld said. have to be
(scheduled) later." She said she plans
to pick Shelly up at school when she
has lessons afterward.

The Kottlers said they think the
buses can make the trip faster than a
car.

As the bus continued down
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For

Watterson to Interstate
65, the Kottlers, the Herzfeld'i and
couple of other parents spoke of their
many concerns about the busing
program.

Mrs. said a friend is
letting her daughter quit
school as a junior rather than let her
be bused.

"I don't believe we would
anything by keeping the

kids out of school," Mrs. Kottler said.
"We will only lose money for the kids'
education that way," she said, adding
that per capita spending on schools in

is either lowest in the
country or to lowest.

Mrs. Herzfeld said by the time
she and her family arrived in

private school officials
would not even talk to because
their schools were already full.

Kennedy visitors arrived at
Wheatley about 5:30 p.m.,

each family was given a pamphlet
such as the

building's safety features and a brief
history of its namesake.

Miss Mattie Hasley, the group's
guide, took the visitors outside,
around the building to give them a
better of the area,

and the size of
the school.

Wheatley is a two-stor- y brick
building bordered on two sides by
parks and It
has 32 classrooms and can

950 students according
to school literature given the parents.

Inside, a white bulletin board
greeted visitors with "Phyllis Wheatley
Welcomes You" in large red

letters.
Miss Hasley, a third grade teacher,

led the Kennedy group upstairs to
view the fourth, fifth and sixth grade
rooms.

Visitors noted the
equipped with pianos,

clean title floors, numerous
blackboards and large moveable desks.

For Pat Madden, just
knowing his class will be on the second
floor made the visit all He
said he has always wanted a second
floor class, but up to now has always
been "stuck" on the first floor.

After a tour of the main floor,
where first, second and third grade
rooms are situated, the visitors were

Cont. from Page 9

O 0 savings

O 81 vehebh prizes
given

O Grand prize: 24 cu. ff.

Capri

Extra Heavy Duty Dattcries
th pro-rat- e, Prices include

Expressway

Harrington

accomplish

Kentucky

Louisville,

Elementary

containing information

perspective
playground equipment

playground equipment.

accommodate

construction-pape- r

well-light-

classrooms,

sixth-grad-

worthwhile.

away

guarantee. exchange.

6-V-
olt Ho. EIID-- 1

SPECIAL
Fits many tractors, other
equipment requiring

SALE
fWer svffeifee' price $21M

1 2-V-
olt EIID-22- F 1 2-V- clt No. EIID-2- 4

SERVICE SPECIAL SERVICE
Fits some Fords, Mercurys, Fits many Ford, GM, Chrys- -

v.iicvys, rontiacs, ler models thru 1975.
Buicks, Olds thru 1976.

SALE SALE '29.25
tegWer svogtsfee erice 129.40 ffteWer leegtsfee erice S J5.5S

QUALITY

LIGHT DULDS

00
75

watt size. Long-burnin- g

bulbs.

46c

LOUl

next
that

her

and

Refrigerator-Freeze- r

Combination

r

mm

SERVICE

'24.50

SPECIAL

$24.29

10 Amp Cattory
Chargor SALE

No.6-10398- 26.59

Regular
suggested pi ca $39.45

Dot food

7120 GRADE LN. 333-GS-

Dog Food
Discount
Save 25c on each

25-l- b. bag. 50c on
each 50-l- b. bag of
any Red Ranger
dry dog food.
Save $1X3
each case of Red

Ranger canned dog food

STAiiGS
SUILLG.60-G- P


