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Small-cit- y officials briefed on busing Town ialk supports boycott
By Judith Berzof

Staff Writer

Will discipline rules be bent for
former city school children being bused
to former county schools? Why are
some bus stops further away than
before from children's homes? Will the

$3.5-millio- n busing plan increase small
City taxes?

Supt. Ernest C. Grayson and other
school officials jockeyed questions like
these from representatives of area
small cities two days before the
starting gates opened on Federal Judge
James Gordon's desegregation plan.

The sleepy delegates, who attended
the 7:30 am breakfast meeting spon-

sored Tuesday by the school board's
human relations department, sipped
coffee and filled their plates from a
buffet line at the Holiday Inn River-mon- t.

Some 70 persons asked questions
and heard answers from Grayson,
Deputy Superintendent Milburn
Maupin and James E. Farmer and
Assistant Superintendent Joel Henning.

Beginning the questioning, the chair-
man of the trustees of Indian Hills,
Jeanne Richert, said she believes in
the past few years the Louisville
schools have earned a reputation for
permissiveness and vandalism.

With city children being bused to
suburban schools, "What stance is this
board going to take as far as discipline
is concerned? Most children sus-
pended come from inner city schools.
What will the attitude be? Will there
be separate (behavioral) standards?"
she asked.

By Mary Bridgman
Staff Writer

St. Margaret Mary Catholic School
cooked up a new recipe this year to
alleviate anticipated safety and traffic
back-u- p problems.

The school, located at 7813 Shelby-vill- e

road, expected about 300 students
to be pooling rides daily to get to
school. And 225 more were expected to
come via contracted bus service, ride
bikes, or walk when school opened
yesterday, Sept. 3.

The problem came to'a head about a
month ago when Fiscal Court denied
funds for parochial school transpor
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Supt. Grayson said there's been a
"general turn-aroun- from an experi-
mental permissive city school policy.
Deputy Supt. Maupin said all the high
schools will have at least one security
guard, with three or four guards
present in some schools.

"The former city schools didn't have
a monopoly on discipline problems,"
added Deputy Supt. Farmer. "Our
philosophy is not to suspend children to
take care of the problem our
philosophy is to save the child."

About 22 steps come into play when
suspension or disciplinary problems of
varying types surface, he said.

Martha Bouhl of Northfield said
the shift in bus schedules means some
children must walk two to three blocks
to a further bus stop in the dark.

These changes were tentative, re-

plied Supt. Grayson, who added he
thought more bus stops could be set

to a question from Mrs.
Mike Nasser of Riverwood, school
officials said property taxes won't be
raised as a result of busing.

"We have an option for a refe-
rendum, but the climate is not
appropriate now," said Supt. Grayson,
as the audience chuckled.

Jeffersontown Mayor Herbert S.
Meyer Jr. asked how far the jurisdic-
tion of his local police department
extends onto school property in distur-
bances.

Major Kenneth Graham of the
Jefferson County police force explained
principals of schools have the primary
responsibility for student safety, and

The Plan' at St. Margaret Mary
tation, and Federal Judge James
Gordon's busing order insured all
Jefferson County School buses would
be busy elsewhere.

To combat the problem, St. Margaret
Mary officials devised a tight schedule
for arrivals and departures of car pools
from the various neighborhoods the
school serves.

For example, when school doors
opened yesterday, the earliest to arrive
were cars from Whipps Mill, Lyndon,
and Warwick Villa at 7:50 am, while
students from Douglass Hills were
asked to come last, at 8:10 am. In the
afternoon, the schedules reversed
themselves.
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should be made aware of any problems
first. The principal would then call the
county police command post.

But if small-cit- y police officers
arrive while a disturbance Is in
progress, they should use their author-
ity under state law, the police major
said.

The national guard is on standby,
24-ho- notice, said Graham, adding
that "a lot of red phones" have been
installed in the police command post
and board of education offices.

Mrs. William Griffin, marshal of
Fairmeade, asked if the desegregation
procedure would change if many
people move from Jefferson County to
escape busing.

Supt. Henning denied that large
numbers of whites were fleeing Jeffer-
son County to escape busing.

"It would take way up in the low
thousands" of persons moving out of
Jefferson County before the plan to
balance the schools racially would be
made unworkable, Henning said.

The board chairman of Crossgate,
Walter Lamb, citing what he termed
instability of busing plans in Charlotte,
Memphis and Atlanta, asked if features
of the local plan would be permanent.
Henning replied that the child's letter
group would probably remain the
same, but some schools might have to
be in five years to
reflect changing enrollment patterns.

"I want to commend this community
for the volunteers and people wo've
stepped forward to help us In this time
of trial," Grayson concluded.

School officials simply label It "The
Plan."

According to Principal Sister Aloise
Boone school officials believed "There
is no way of knowing how if the plan is
too elaborate or not detailed enough.
Nor is there any way of knowing
whether we will have to alter the plan.

"The only way to find out is to give it

the 'try.1 At any rate, the plan
represents an honest effort to solve a
problem with the safety of the young
folks as our first concern. We trust that
all parents will do their part."

School officials discussed the plan at
several meetings, and finalized it on
Aug. 25. A main problem, according to
Sister Aloise, is the difficulty in getting
back on to Shelbyville Road after the
cars enter the school grounds opposite
Oxmoor Center.

To alleviate the problem, "The
Plan" allows traffic to enter only from
Shelbyville Road, unload and pick up
students from the right side of the car
at a designated point, then exit one
way to Arterburn Road.

Sister Aloise said the school officials
were acutely aware of the traffic
back-u- p problem last year during
teacher planning sessions when par-
ents had to pick up their children. "We
knew at that time what happened when
a lot of cars came on school grounds,"
she said "There was no movement,
just a back-loq.- "

The principal said school officials
have been studying the traffic problem
for some time, and are most concerned
about the safety of the students.

"But," she said, "if we can get the
parents to follow directions, it will
work. This is going to be done every
day, so they will learn it."

Also, the opening of school has been
delayed from 7:55 am to 8:15 am. In
order to accommodate students who
must ride with parents who need to be
at work earlier, school doors open at
7:30.

Sister Aloise is not sure exactly how
much help the plan will be In
smoothing the traffic flow. She said she
was looking out at Shelbyville Road
Tuesday morning, when school was not
in session, and the traffic was already
snarled. To avoid some problems, St.
Margaret Mary planned to close today,
Sept. 4, when many public school
parents will be transporting their
children by car.

The principal said the transportation
plan will be reassessed in two of three
weeks, after which school officials
could alter it according to the need.
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Virginia Schroader
Janlyn Road

Support. I have five children who will
be bused In the 11th and 12th grades.
A national boycott is the only answer.

Mrs. Judith Baker
Brightfield Drive

Oppose. If you don't go to school the
first week you're not going to know
what's going on.

Cindy Asche
Laurelwood Drive

Support. Desegregation should be
stopped! It's dictatorship by court
order. It's going against our United
States Constitution.

Elizabeth Lankford
Goose Creek Road

Support. We oppose busing and will .

boycott school and work. This Is
unconstitutional and just plain stupid.
In my opinion, it's just a hurried plan
to comply with orders! What's the
matter with voting for or against It
through a special poll?

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen C. Werle
Woodgate Lane

Support. After visiting the "away"
school this week we are more In favor
of the boycott than before. We're
"concerned parents."

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Cardwell
Elm Lake Drive

Support. Is this a free country? Who
pays? The taxpayer. What about gas
shortage? This also upsets people's
schedules.

Mrs. F. Brauckmann
Lyndon Lane

Support. As a teacher, I feel a
responsibility to the children who are
sent to school and will seek calm and
safety for them. However, I would
welcome a national boycott against
busing, not desegregation.

Name withheld
Carlimar Lane

Oppose. I think parents should keep
their children home. Busing will not
make quality education. If a person
wants to learn, they will learn at any
school. Such a waste of money and
time. Friends of ours have three
children going to three different schools
and three different times. I say
"humbug" to Gordon and his plan.

John Otto
Ballad Boulevard

Support. Busing is a terrible thing to
do to the children and parents as well.
They are taking our freedom away!

Mr. & Mrs. H. Kern
Janlyn Road

Support. To bus children away from
their neighborhood schools In our
opinion is unconstitutional. If you want
your child in an advanced program or
any other program that your neighbor-
hood school does not provide, you have
the option to send your child to a school
which does provide the program you
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wish. If some Inner city or black
children wish to be In a county school,
let them transfer their child under their
own wishes.

There are black children In the
county schools now. No one is objecting
to them. But If my last child had not
finished school, he would not go if he
had to be bused. We would keep him
out even If he was not bused this year
to let all concerned know that to me
this Is federal control In their lives and
rights as we are supposed to be
granted under the constitution. We had
three children In the county system and
all (thank God) have graduated. We do
have two grandchildren and we will
fight for their right to go to their
neighborhood school.

Mr. & Mrs. W.H. Koch
Bonner Avenue

There were several responses which,
though marked "oppose," contained
comments which appeared to Indicate
"support" for the boycott. They follow:

Oppose. When I am at fault of a
wrongdoing, I assume the responsi-
bility for correcting it. I don't pass It on
to thousands of others, like the Board
of Education is doing now. Of course
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they've only had 21 years. I will not
work on Sept. 4th. My son is in
school.

Jerry P.
Avenue

I feel is wrong and a
waste of money and unsafe
for kids to ride the bus so much.
Where has our equal rights gone and
free

Mrs. D. Tilnes
Harris Place

We have been proud
of being a free This
issue of has what our

have for.
Joyce L.

Michael Drive

To create a show of unity
what we regard as an

unwise court order for

Mr. & Mrs. R.W.
Avenue

by all means. This
appears to be the last means
by which we can oppose "Big
since our rights at the ballot box are
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private

Renfrow
Brookhaven

Oppose. busing
taxpayers

country?

Oppose. always
America country.

busing destroyed
forefathers fought

Passafiume

Oppose.
against unlawful,
undemocratic,
desegregation.

Wernert
Washburn

Oppose. Boycott
possible

Brother"

worthless.
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