
he scene in Richardsville Elementary School’s gym Wednesday
morning could have been mistaken for one at E.A. Diddle Arena.

Photos by Joshua Lindsey/Special to the Daily News
Top: Richardsville Elementary School kindergarten student Hunter Simp-
son (center), 5, and other children wave red towels Wednesday during the
school’s spirit day for Western Kentucky University. Above: WKU Presi-
dent Gary Ransdell stands with Principal Jan Casada and high-fives stu-
dents as they enter the school.
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Faith-based reproductive
rights groups take unique
steps.
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Wednesday
Pick 3: 8-9-7       Pick 4: 2-3-1-8
Wednesday late
Pick 3: 4-1-7       Pick 4: 8-1-4-4
Cash Ball ........................ 2-17-18-22, 9
Powerball ............... 4-25-29-34-43, 29
5 Card Cash ......... Q� A� 4� 7� 5�

KENTUCKY LOTTERY

 Look for Hutson, Inc.’s Employment Ads 
 In This Week’s Paper. 4/25, 4/27, 4/29

FRANKLIN

By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

Franklin residents will go the polls July
17 to decide if they want to allow the sale
of package liquor in their community.

The city in 2004 decided to authorize
liquor-by-the-drink sales in its restau-
rants, and several restaurants now serve

alcohol.
Franklin Mayor Ronnie Clark favors

the sales and is one of the hundreds who
signed a petition calling for the election.
“I’m supporting it really for economic
reasons,” Clark said. “I think it would
impact our economy quite a bit.”

Clark said a number of Tennessee resi-
dents already travel to Simpson County

to buy groceries because there is no sales
tax on the items, and if approved they
would be able to purchase liquor that also
would likely have lower taxes than in
Tennessee.

Clark said he expects the city to have a
5 percent tax on package sales.

“That money would go a long way in
offsetting any property tax increases that

might be on the table,” he said. “And it
would maybe help us to make some of
the charitable contributions to things like
the Boys and Girls Club and support for
the park system, those things that we
have a hard time doing now.”

Based on the city’s population of about
8,000, Clark expects that the state would
allow it to have three package liquor
licenses that would be applied for through
the state.

Simpson County Court Clerk Chip

Phillips on Monday finished certifying
the required 252 signatures on the peti-
tion from Citizens for a Progressive
Franklin.

“We got close to 300 (certified) and
stopped,” Phillips said.

Simpson County Judge-Executive Jim
Henderson said he expects to issue the
order today that would set the election for
July 17.

Business
owner is
accused of
tax crimes
By JUSTIN STORY
The Daily News
jstory@bgdailynews.com/783-3256

A Warren County business owner faces
federal charges that he avoided paying
more than $1 million in income taxes and
concealed more than $3 million of income
from the Internal Revenue Service.

Darrell Mathis, 47, of Alvaton, is
charged in a 12-count federal indictment
with five counts of attempt to evade and
defeat payment of federal income taxes,
four counts of making and subscribing
false U.S. individual income tax returns
and three counts of aiding and assisting in
the preparation and presentation of false
and fraudulent U.S. individual income tax
returns.

A federal grand jury returned the
indictment April 11, which remained
under seal for five days until ordered
unsealed by Senior Judge Thomas Russell
of U.S. District Court in Bowling Green.

Mathis made his initial court appear-
ance Wednesday in the case.

Online federal court records list no
attorney for Mathis, who is currently free
on a $25,000 unsecured bond. Efforts to
contact Mathis for this story were unsuc-
cessful.

City auction
of surplus
property set
By KATIE BRANDENBURG
The Daily News
kbrandenburg@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

Items ranging from construction mate-
rials and car parts to pottery kilns and ice
skates will be on the auction block Satur-
day during the city of Bowling Green
auction.

More than 1,000 items will be up for
bid at the auction of surplus city property
and property from closed police cases that
has not been claimed, said Jennifer Port-
mann, purchasing agent for the city.

The auction will be at the city garage,
611 Raven St. Pre-registration begins at 8
a.m. and the auction is set to begin at 10
a.m.

SCHOOL CELEBRATES WKU AT SPIRIT DAY

Ransdell, Big Red, other university
representatives visit Richardsville

BY LAUREL WILSON, THE DAILY NEWS
lwilson@bgdailynews.com/783-3240

See PARKS, 6A

Western Kentucky University’s march-
ing band and cheerleading squad per-
formed WKU’s fight song as teachers and
students waved red towels in the bleach-
ers. WKU President Gary Ransdell, Big
Red and several members of WKU’s
football team were on hand to talk with
students and pose for photos.

The fanfare was for Richardsville’s
spirit day for WKU. Richardsville stu-
dents have been learning about a different
Kentucky university each month as part
of a college and career readiness initiative

to help them envision going to college.
“These college days have really been

our focus this year,” Richardsville Princi-
pal Jan Casada said. “We truly want stu-
dents to set goals and think about their
future.” 

WKU is the final university students
studied, and Ransdell visited to talk about
the importance of college and take a tour of
the school. He congratulated students on
having a program about higher education. 

See RICHARDSVILLE, 6A

See MATHIS, 6A

Residents’ petition certified; judge-executive says election will be July 17

See SPECIAL, 6A


