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Should women in the military 
be assigned to the front lines of 
ground combat?
Yes, 57%   No, 42%
Total votes: 137
Vote on state-journal.com,
or mark your vote here and 
return to The State Journal.
Yes ® No®

WEEKLY POLL
Women at war
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Rep. Carl Rollins, a Democrat from Midway, chair of the House 
Education Committee, presides over two hours of discus-
sion about House Bill 77 Tuesday. Rollins told reporters his 
committee won’t vote on the bill at all this session, plus he 
doesn’t think there are enough votes to pass it.

BY KATHERAN WASSON
KWASSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

A bill that would allow 
charter schools in Kentucky 
won’t make it out of com-
mittee this session, but pro-
ponents say they won’t stop 
pressing the issue.

The House Education 
Committee spent two hours 
discussing House Bill 77 
Tuesday – the fi rst time Rep. 
Carl Rollins has allowed 
a charter schools hearing 

since becoming chairman in 
2009.

But Rollins, a Democrat 
from Midway, told report-
ers after the hearing that his 
committee won’t vote on HB 
77 at all this session.

“If we had a vote it would 
be fine with me because I 
don’t think the votes are 
there to pass it,” he said as a 
crowd of charter school sup-
porters and detractors fi led 
out of the meeting room.

“The sponsor and sever-
al members of the commit-
tee asked that we have it (the 
hearing) for discussion only, 
and as chairman that was 
my call. It would put some 
people in a diffi cult position, 
from both sides actually – it 
(the decision) was biparti-
san.”

Rep. Brad Montell, a Re-
publican from Shelbyville, 
has sponsored charter school 

Charter school debate not over
No vote on bill, but proponents say they’ll keep issue alive

See CHARTERS, A7
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Mickey Inez, right, Thomas Madison, center, and Lisa Abbott carry the “mountain” as they protest mountaintop removal Tuesday 
at the Capitol. The mountain, covered by pinwheels, was placed on the Governor’s Mansion lawn. Each pinwheel represents 50 
people protesters say have been diagnosed with cancer due to the effects of mountaintop removal.

TRICIA SPAULDING/TSPAULDING@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Thomas Young and his daughter, Bridget, 10, place their pinwheels on the mountain on the 
Governor’s Mansion lawn Tuesday afternoon.

BY KEVIN WHEATLEY
KWHEATLEY@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Flanked by a bipartisan 
legislative coalition, Gov. 
Steve Beshear unveiled a 
long-awaited constitutional 
amendment that, if passed, 
would allow casinos at up 
to seven locations, mostly 
horse tracks.

The amendment is spon-
sored by Sen. Damon Thay-
er, R-Georgetown, and has 
been introduced in the state 
Senate. 

Thayer said during a press 
conference Tuesday that he’s 
been assured the bill will 
be assigned to the Senate 
State and Local Government 
Committee, which he chairs, 

and may have a committee 
hearing next week with tes-
timony from supporters and 
opponents.

The amendment, which 
must get 23 votes in the Sen-
ate and 60 in the House, 
would allow casinos at up 
to fi ve horse tracks and two 
stand-alone locations at least 
60 miles from tracks. 

Beshear said details of 
choosing locations would be 
decided by the General As-
sembly if the amendment 
passes.

Local legislators hadn’t 
seen the proposed amend-
ment when contacted by 
The State Journal, but Rep. 

BY KEVIN WHEATLEY
KWHEATLEY@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

The state auditor’s offi ce 
has found numerous defi-
ciencies with the state’s re-
cently launched personnel 
and payroll software, which 
could lead to signifi cant ac-
counting errors if those is-
sues persist.

Auditor Adam Edelen’s 
annual statewide audit 
found eight fl aws in the Ken-
tucky Human Resource In-
formation System. The Per-
sonnel Cabinet says it has or 
will correct them.

KHRIS was launched in 
April, and Edelen’s audit was 
for fiscal year 2011, which 
ended June 30. The system 
was active for seven pay-
roll cycles during the audit’s 
timeframe.

Chief among problems 
cited in the audit was the 
state’s ability to double-
check its payroll fi gures and 
ensure data’s accuracy and 
legality.

The audit also found the 
need for more KHRIS train-
ing for human resources 
employees, processes in the 
system that could lead to in-
accurate pay rate and deduc-
tion calculations, and areas 
where the system could im-
prove security for sensitive 
information.

In one instance, a state 
employee was mistakenly 
paid more than $10,000 be-
cause the Department of 
Corrections mistyped an 
employee’s identification 
number in its third-party 
timekeeping system – even 
though the affected employ-
ee was in a different agency.

When that information 
was uploaded to KHRIS, the 
payroll system didn’t reject 
the inaccurate identifi cation 
number, according to the au-
dit.

Edelen attributed errors 
in KHRIS to the Personnel 
Cabinet’s failure to properly 

Most to be at horse tracks

See GAMBLING, A7
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Judy Rem-
backi of 
Georgetown 
blows on her 
pinwheel as 
she stands 
in protest of 
mountaintop 
removal 
Tuesday.

Governor gets pinwheeled

BY LAUREN HALLOW
LHALLOW@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

F
or the last several 
years on Valentine’s 
Day, hundreds have 
gathered at the Cap-

itol to protest mountaintop 
removal mining, saying the 
process pollutes Kentucky’s 
waterways and causes 
health problems. 

Now they say they can 
prove it. 

“We fi nally have the peer-
reviewed studies to back 
what we’ve been saying all 
along, that mountaintop 
removal’s been killing our 
people,” said Teri Blanton, 
a Berea resident and mem-
ber of Kentuckians for the 
Commonwealth, as she pre-
pared for Tuesday’s rally at 
the Capitol. 

Nearly 1,300 – possibly 
the rally’s biggest crowd yet 
– braved the cold and rain 
for the 7th annual I Love 
Mountains Day to protest 
mountaintop removal min-
ing, a type of surface mining 
used in eastern Kentucky 
where the tops of moun-
tains are blasted off to reach 
the coal. The mountaintops 
fall into the valleys, which 
critics say destroys the land 
and pollutes the water.    

“In recent months, peo-
ple in this crowd have oc-
cupied many places, from 
the governor’s offi ce to the 
streets of Louisville and Lex-
ington,” Blanton, the rally’s 
emcee, told the crowd gath-

ered on the Capitol steps. 
“We continue to tell our 

politicians that we all deserve 
a better planet.”

Fliers passed out by KFTC, 
which organized the rally, 
highlighted information from 
three of the nearly 20 peer-re-
viewed scientifi c studies pub-
lished in the last two years on 
coal production in central 
Appalachia and its effects on 
human health. 

One says coal mining 
costs Appalachian commu-
nities nearly $75 billion a 
year in public health, and an-
other found that babies born 
to mothers who lived near 
mountaintop removal sites 
during pregnancy had a 42 
percent higher rate of birth 

See MOUNTAINS, A8

I LOVE MOUNTIANS DAY

Protesters carry 
mountain issue 
to his doorstep


