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Job begins as series nears end 
Winchester native Matt Long begins a guest-starring stint on 

the ABC medical drama Private Practice on Tuesday, playing a new 
 doctor, Dr. James Peterson. But on Monday, ABC Entertainment 

spokeswoman Alison Rou said the Grey’s Anatomy 
spinoff would  end  this season after 13 episodes , 
most likely in January. 

Series star Kate Walsh had announced 
 previously that she would be leaving after 13 
episodes.

This is the show’s sixth season on the air . 
After being paired on ABC’s schedule with Grey’s 
 Anatomy on Thursday nights, Private Practice 
moved last spring to Tuesdays. It airs at 10 p.m. 

Private Practice had 6 million viewers last week, 
putting it at No. 51 in Nielsen’s weekly listing of the most popular 
programs.

Long, 32, is probably best known for his lead role in the 2004-
05 drama Jack and Bobby on The WB. Most  recently, he appeared 
in several episodes of Mad Men and the short-lived lawyer drama 
The Deep End. He also was cast in Private Practice creator Shonda 
Rhimes’ Gilded Lilys, a period drama that didn’t get picked up by 
ABC this season, TVGuide.com reported.

Celebrities help Clintons celebrate Haiti project
Actors Sean Penn and Ben Stiller, fashion designer Donna Karan 

and British business magnate Richard Branson were among the 
luminaries at Monday’s opening of an industrial park in Haiti that is 
projected to create thousands of jobs more than 100 miles from the 
quake-ravaged capital of Port-au-Prince.

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton encouraged foreigners to 
invest in Haiti as she and her husband, former President Bill Clinton, 
led the star-studded delegation. The industrial park is at the center of 
U.S. efforts to help the country rebuild after the 2010 earthquake. 
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 Baseball Hall of Famer and former U.S. 
Sen. Jim Bunning is 81.  Soccer great Pele  is 72.  Director Ang Lee is 
58.  Singer Dwight Yoakam is 56.  Parodist “Weird Al” Yankovic is 53. 
 Actor Ryan Reynolds  and TV personality and host Cat Deeley are 36.  

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS:

Oct. 20: 
Powerball: 4-21-28-31-44  10
Jackpot: $80 million; no winner

Oct. 19: 
Mega Millions: 

14-34-36-48-53 42
Jackpot: $12 million; no winner

Oct. 22: Decades of Dollars:
9-21-31-36-39-40

Oct. 22: Day: Pick 3: 2-8-0
Pick 4: 1-4-7-1

Night: Pick 3: 2-9-8
Pick 4: 1-9-5-5

Cash Ball: 6-10-27-28 30
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 WASHINGTON — Tens 
of thousands of people with 
chronic conditions and dis-
abilities might find it easier 
to qualify for Medicare cover-
age of potentially costly home 
health care, skilled nursing 
home stays and outpatient 
therapy under policy changes 
planned by the Obama admin-
istration.

In a proposed settlement of 
a nationwide class-action law-
suit, the administration has 
agreed to scrap a decades-old 
practice that required many 
beneficiaries to show a likeli-
hood of medical or functional 
improvement before Medicare 
would pay for skilled nursing 
and therapy services.

Under the agreement 
that amounts to a significant 
change in Medicare coverage 
rules, Medicare will pay for 
such services if they are need-
ed to “maintain the patient’s 
current condition or prevent 
or slow further deterioration,” 
regardless of whether the pa-
tient’s condition is expected 
to improve.

Federal officials agreed to 
rewrite the Medicare manual 
to make clear that Medicare 
coverage of nursing and ther-

apy services “does not turn 
on the presence or absence 
of an individual’s potential for 
improvement,” but is based 
on the beneficiary’s need for 
skilled care.

Judith A. Stein, director 
of the non-profit Center for 
Medicare Advocacy and a 
lawyer for the beneficiaries, 
said the proposed settle-
ment could help people with 
chronic conditions such as 
Alzheimer’s disease, multiple 
sclerosis, Parkinson’s disease, 
stroke, spinal cord injuries 
and traumatic brain injury. 
It also could provide relief 
for families and caregivers 
who often find themselves 
stretched financially and per-
sonally by the need to provide 
such care.

“As the population ages 
and people live longer with 
chronic and long-term condi-
tions,” Stein said, “the govern-
ment’s insistence on evidence 
of medical improvement 
threatened an ever-increasing 
number of older and disabled 
people.”

In many cases, she said, 
the denial of coverage led to 
a denial of care because most 
people cannot afford to pay for 
these services on their own.

Neither she nor Medicare 

officials could say how much 
the settlement might cost the 
government, but the price 
of expanding such coverage 
could be substantial. Dr. Lynn 
Gerber, director of the Center 
for Study of Chronic Illness 

and Disability at George Ma-
son University in Virginia, 
called the settlement “a land-
mark decision for Medicare 
recipients with chronic illness 
and especially those with dis-
ability.”

“Disability frequently ac-
companies many chronic con-
ditions,” she said, “and we 
often have no cures, so people 
are likely to experience pro-
gressive disability. Rehabilita-
tion, physical and occupation-
al therapy and skilled care are 
incredibly important in main-
taining a person’s functional 
ability, performance and qual-
ity of life.” 

NURSING HOME, THERAPY SERVICES AFFECTED

Settlement would ease rules
for some Medicare patients

By Robert Pear
The New York Times

The planned changes 
could help people with 

chronic conditions such 
as Alzheimer’s disease, 

multiple sclerosis, 
Parkinson’s disease, stroke, 

spinal cord injuries and 
traumatic brain injury. 
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