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Greg Page, left, Marty Joyce and Dick Palmer played for Ken-
tucky under Charlie Bradshaw. Joyce is now in his 43rd year as 
a high school football coach.
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Joyce’s first job was as head 
coach at Morgan County. He 
was 23, fresh out of college, 
too young to know what he 
was getting into. He talked 
UK teammate Ed Zaremba 
into joining him as a two-man 
staff in West Liberty.

“It was an unbelievable ex-
perience,” Joyce recalled. “Ed 
was from Cleveland, I was from 
Wilmington (near Philadel-
phia), and we were headed to 
eastern Kentucky. It was a big 
culture change for both of us. 
But everybody there accepted 
us and was great to us.”

Morgan County won five 
games that season. Cougars 
fans weren’t used to that much 
success. “At the banquet they 
presented us with Kentucky 
Colonel awards,” Joyce said. 
“I didn’t even know what that 
was.”

Joyce did know that he 
wasn’t ready to be in charge 
of a football program.

“Just because you played 
the game doesn’t mean you 
can coach,” he said. “I real-
ized I needed to go some-
where under a good coach to 
learn football and how to ac-
tually prepare for a game.”

So Joyce left Morgan 
County after one season and 
went to Clark County to be an 
assistant under Lloyd Hodge 
and later Bill Urbanik.

Joyce helped Danko, who 
was in real estate in Lexing-
ton at the time, also get a job 
on the Clark County staff. 
Two years later, Tom Duffy 
joined the Cardinals as an as-
sistant.

In 1974, the head coach-
ing job at Clark County came 
open. Joyce had a baby daugh-
ter with medical issues, so he 
talked Danko into taking the 
top position.

“We were together for a 
long time,” Joyce said. “We 
had good chemistry. Don was 
laid back. I was more emo-
tional, more vocal.”

Danko said his quiet was 
balanced by Joyce’s loudness. 
“I didn’t have to raise my 
voice. Marty was always on 
top of things.”

Duffy was an assistant at 
Clark County for only two 
years before leaving to coach 
on the college level. He even-
tually returned to Kentucky 
high school ball, and won 
multiple state titles at Dan-
ville and Highlands.

But Duffy still cherishes his 
days at Clark County where 
he became lifelong friends 
with Joyce and Danko.

To this day, Joyce calls Duffy 
after every game to rehash 
what happened. And the two of 
them join Danko most Wednes-
days to team up for trivia night 
at a Lexington tavern.

Joyce’s career highlight 
was Clark County’s Class 4A 
state title in 1991. The Cardi-
nals went undefeated, beating 
Boone County, Trinity and St. 
Xavier three weeks in a row 
to close the playoffs.

That Clark County team 
featured what Joyce called “a 
million-dollar backfield” — 
quarterback Jerome Embry 
and running backs Eric Clay 
and Tim Hampton — that 
masterfully executed Joyce’s 
wing-T expertise.

(For the record, Joyce got 
another Kentucky Colonel 
award after that champion-
ship season. “I’m a Kentucky 
Colonel twice. I should be an 
admiral!” Joyce said with his 
trademark hearty laugh.)

Danko and Joyce retired 
from coaching Clark County 
after the 1997 season. Danko 
left football for good. Joyce 
went to Henry Clay, where 
he’s now in his 15th year.

Danko is not surprised 
Joyce is still coaching.

“He’s a competitor. That’s 
what it is. Marty wants to 
win,” Danko said. “He pushes 
kids to do well, and he loves 

seeing them have success.”
Duffy, who calls his friend 

“Big Moe,” said Joyce “loves 
the kids. They all like him 
and play hard for him because 
they know he cares about 
them.”

Joyce actually prefers the 
weekday practices over the 
Friday night games.

“I like the planning the 
best.” he said. “I love going 
out to practice every day. I 
tell the kids that every day 
they get better or get worse, 
they never stay the same.

“I’m pretty tough and a 
disciplinarian, but I’m fair and 
consistent in what I do.

“I tell the kids if we’re not 
successful, it won’t be be-
cause we’re not in condition, 
or because we don’t know our 
assignments, or because they 
don’t give 110 percent on ev-
ery play.”

Henry Clay senior Andrew 
Pendleton credits Joyce for 
making him a college-caliber 
lineman who has committed 
to Tiffin University in Ohio.

“He’s without a doubt the 
best o-line coach in the state,” 
said Pendleton, who saw only  
limited action last year but 
has developed into the anchor 
of the Blue Devils’ front line 
this season.

Simpson also considers 
Joyce the premier o-line coach 
in Kentucky.

“Marty has high expecta-
tions for his players,” Simp-
son said. “He wants them to 
be good sportsmen, to be in 
condition, to master the foot-
work of good line play, and to 
play the game with honor and 
courage.”

Joyce, who suffers from 
leg problems and has trouble 
getting around, said he re-
evaluates each year whether 
to keep coaching.

“I still enjoy working 
with young kids and helping 
them grow into young men,” 
he said. “As long as I’m still 
making a contribution, and 
my health will let me, I want 
to stay at it. I think I can go 
maybe a couple more years.”

That’s Marty Joyce-speak 
for “Tenui Nec Dimittam.”
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JOYCE Best of the Bluegrass 
All-Star squad named

Justin Carr of Lafayette, 
Kenyon Hipps of Bryan Station and 
Dennis Oxendine of Tates Creek 
were among 39 high school foot-
ball players named Monday to the 
squad that will represent Kentucky 
in the 2012 Best of the Bluegrass 
All-Star Game.

The Kentucky squad will take 
on a yet-to-be named all-star team 
selected by the Greater Louisville 
Football Coaches Association on 
Dec. 9 at St. Xavier High School.

Kickoff is 2 p.m.
Jeff Marksberry of Simon Ken-

ton is head coach of the Kentucky 
team and will be assisted by John 
Petett of Monroe County.

Kentucky All-Stars 
Player Pos. School
Trace Armstrong OL Ashland Blazer
Hunter Bivin OL Apollo
Jared Bowling LB Simon Kenton
Nick Britt RB Russell Co
Jeff Canady WR Knox Central
Justin Carr LB Lafayette
Logan Cart DL Owensboro Catholic
Taylor Centers DL Cooper
Von Christopher DB Scott Co
Dieries Dumphord RB Scott Co
Tyler Durham TE Campbell Co
Cameron Fogle WR Conner
Khalil Frame OL Fulton City
Dominique Hawkins DB Madison Central
Spencer Hemmer DL Covington Catholic
Kenyon Hipps DB Bryan Station
Jacob Hodges LB Monroe Co
Kentayvus Hopkins RB Bourbon Co
Tan Hudson OL Bell Co
Jacob Hyde DL Clay Co
Aaron Jackson WR Frankfort
Jonathan Jackson LB Mayfield
Michael Jones OL Danville
Elijah Jones DL Woodford Co
Tomi Mejolagbe WR Lloyd
Max Nussbaum LB Beechwood
Dennis Oxendine DB Tates Creek
Brandon Parks DL Madison Central
Tyler Preston OL Boyle Co
Ben Racke OL Simon Kenton
Kevin Slaughter DL Somerset
Ryan Timmons WR Franklin Co
Richard Trent DB Breathitt Co
Alex Ward K/P Murray
Tyson Williams TE Somerset
Jeremiah Williams DB Boone Co
Chad Wilson QB Monroe Co
Logan Woodside QB Franklin Co
Damir Karapandzic K/P Danville
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of his last 30 games and is 
4-17 against SEC foes.

Attendance in Common-
wealth Stadium is in free 
fall. In 2009, the season 
before Phillips became UK 
head man, Kentucky aver-
aged 69,594 fans a home 
game. This year, through five 
games, UK is putting 51,237 
a contest in Commonwealth.

Even if you accept that 
the possibility of renegotiat-
ed SEC TV contracts (thanks 
to the additions of Texas 
A&M and Missouri) might 
lessen the financial pressure 
UK feels to have its stadium 
filled, the empty seats in 
Commonwealth create a 
lackluster environment not 
conducive to building posi-
tive program momentum.

Unless UK runs off a 
string of unexpected wins 
to close 2012, it’s hard to 
imagine any scenario for 
next season in which Phillips 
returns as Kentucky head 
man and the fans who have 
been lost come back to Com-
monwealth Stadium.

Yet as badly as things 
have gone for Kentucky and 
Phillips, there are still valid 
arguments for bringing him 
back for a fourth season.

The current UK season 
has been decimated by 
injuries to key players. If you 
viewed this as a make-or-
break season for Joker, isn’t 
the fair thing to do to give 
him a reset and another shot 
next year?

If your theory of what’s 
gone wrong with Kentucky 
football is that the recruit-
ing classes signed late in 
the Rich Brooks era have 
not lived up to expectations, 
Phillips has tried to address 
that issue by replacing all 
but two of the hold-over 
assistants from the old staff. 

That new UK staff recruited 
the freshmen and sopho-
mores that now seem to 
form the most talented part 
of the Kentucky roster.

In 2005, amidst much 
clamor to oust Brooks after 
the coach had gone 9-25 in 
his first three seasons albeit 
while navigating through Hal 
Mumme-era NCAA sanctions, 
Barnhart and then-UK Presi-
dent Lee Todd kept him.

The fans revolted, and 
attendance in 2006 in 
Commonwealth dropped to 
57,330 a game. That team, 
however, staged a late-season 
rally and won eight games 
and the Music City Bowl.

Kentucky home atten-
dance in 2007 was 68,824 a 
contest.

Is such a 2006-style 
turnaround possible for the 
Wildcats in 2013?

Kentucky should be better 
at quarterback if Maxwell 

Smith can stay healthy and/
or Patrick Towles develops 
(assuming both are still at 
UK next season).

If Josh Clemons returns 
to health, he would join a 
solid running back corps that 
includes Jonathan George, 
Raymond Sanders, Dyshawn 
Mobley and redshirting 
freshman Justin Taylor.

Kentucky will have three 
starters back from this 
season’s quality offensive 
line and a young nucleus of 
promising wide receivers led 
by Demarco Robinson, Daryl 
Collins, DeMarcus Sweat and 
A.J. Legree.

Defensively, Kentucky 
will have returning its entire 
tackle rotation, linebackers 
Miles Simpson, Avery Wil-
liamson and Alvin Dupree 
and all those true freshmen 
now playing in the second-
ary who are being toasted 
but will presumably ben-

efit from that experience in 
2013.

As a team, UK should 
start back upward next 
season — but is that enough 
to produce a winning season 
against a schedule that will 
include the teams currently 
ranked No. 1, No. 3, No. 12, 
No. 13, No. 16 and No. 17 in 
this week’s AP poll?

At this point, the equa-
tion on keeping or firing 
Phillips seems pretty basic 
to me.

If the powers that be 
at UK think Kentucky can 
win next season, there is a 
case to be made for keeping 
Joker.

If they think Kentucky 
cannot have a winning 
record in 2013, UK has little 
choice but to make a change.

From Page C1

STORY

The list Santa Claus has 
to check each December is 
shorter than Kentucky’s in-
jury list over the past few 
weeks.

But it appears as though 
UK’s list might be significant-
ly shorter by the time the 
Cats head to Missouri this 
weekend.

At his weekly press lun-
cheon Monday, Coach Joker 
Phillips upgraded some key 
players to “day to day.”

That group includes quar-
terback Patrick Towles, safe-
ties Martavius Neloms and 
Mikie Benton, cornerback 
Cartier Rice and offensive 
lineman Zach West.

Towles and Benton, recov-
ering from high ankle sprains, 
probably will practice Tues-
day, with the others trying to 
go on Wednesday.

If Towles is able to prac-
tice, he will play in the Mis-
souri game, Phillips said.

“It will be the same situa-
tion as we did in the Missis-
sippi State game (alternating 
Towles and fellow true fresh-
man Jalen Whitlow at quar-
terback), but again he hasn’t 
taken a snap yet,” the coach 
said. “We’ll take a look and 
see tomorrow.”

Phillips cautioned against 
high expectations for Towles. 
“We don’t know anything. 
… we’ll see on the practice 
field.”

Neloms (hamstring) is 
fourth on the team in tackles 
with 40, including one for 
a loss, and he’s one of UK’s 
most veteran defenders.

“It’s always good to have 
veterans, kids that have been 
around the program a long 
time,” defensive coordinator 
Rick Minter said last week.

West (shoulder) and Rice 
(hip) re-aggravated injuries 
from earlier this season.

Missouri QB doubtful
While Kentucky ’s in-

jury list seems to be getting 
smaller, Missouri (3-4, 0-4 
Southeastern Conference) is 
dealing with a major injury of 

its own in quarterback James 
Franklin, who was listed as 
doubtful on the team’s depth 
chart Monday.

The junior, who has 
thrown for 805 yards and 
four touchdowns in five 
games this season, sprained 
the medial collateral ligament 
in his left knee on Oct. 6.

At his weekly news con-
ference, Tigers Coach Gary 
Pinkel said Franklin has been 
throwing and taking snaps in 
practice, but not running. He 
said they do not anticipate 
him playing Saturday.

Redshirt freshman Corbin 
Berkstresser is listed as the 
starter at quarterback. He 
completed 12 of 29 passes 
for 126 yards with two in-
terceptions against Alabama. 
Missouri was idle last week.

‘Man, this beard’s 
awesome’

Taylor Wyndham’s beard 
could have its own Pantene 

commercial.
The shiny, luxurious locks 

on his face got supermodel 
attention when the senior 
defender met with the media 
Monday.

Wyndham fielded more  
than 10 questions about his 
facial hair, which he’s been 
growing since the start of fall 
camp on Aug. 2.

When asked what his 
UK teammates think about 
the beard, Wyndham smiled 
broadly (which was hard to 
see under all that hair).

“They love it,” he said. “A 
lot of them are like, ‘Man, this 
beard’s awesome.’ They’re all 
about it. I wish girls would 
feel the same way; girls hate 
this thing.”

It’s easy to understand 
why girls might have issues 
with something he says con-
stantly has “all kinds of stuff” 
in it.

“It’s pretty bad because 
I can’t eat anything with 
sauces,” he said of the beard, 
which he plans to shave off 
on Dec. 1.

College girls don’t seem 
to be the only ones taking 
issue with Wyndham’s fa-
cial tresses. Asked what his 
mother thought, Wyndham 
said, “Oh, she hates it. When 

I saw her on the Cat Walk 
the other day, her eyes got 
huge and she was like, ‘Ugh.’ 
I started laughing.”

Coach Joker Phillips jok-
ingly refers to Wyndham as 
“Wilson” because he thinks 
the senior looks like Tom 
Hanks in the movie Cast-
away. (Wilson was the name 
Hanks’ character gave to his 
volleyball companion.)

The beard hasn’t slowed 
Wyndham down on the field. 
He has 24 tackles and is sec-
ond on the team in tackles 
for loss with six. Wyndham 
also has two sacks, two quar-
terback hurries, a pass break-
up and a recovered fumble.

Lights out?
Even with all the facial 

hair fun at Monday’s news 
conference, one moment of 
levity trumped all of them.

A UK employee acciden-
tally hit the light switch as 
Phillips was wrapping up 
interviews. The lights came 
back on quickly, but sparked 
this quip from the UK coach: 
“I thought I was gone; an as-
sassination.”

TOWLES, NELOMS 
AMONG CATS 

GETTING HEALTHIER
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Phillips welcomes 
abbreviated injury list 

By Jennifer Smith
jsmith3@herald-leader.com

KENTUCKY

Freshman quarterback Patrick Towles hasn’t played since spraining his ankle against Mississippi 
State on Oct. 6. Towles will play Saturday if he’s able to practice, UK Coach Joker Phillips said.
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SATURDAY
Kentucky at Missouri
When: Noon

Records: Kentucky 1-7 (0-5 SEC); 
Missouri 3-4 (0-4)

TV: ESPNU

Kentucky Coach Joker Phillips has led the Wildcats to three straight losing seasons. That this 
year’s team has been plagued by injuries is an argument for giving Phillips one more shot.
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