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War on
women,
Part II

CHICAGO— Everyone’s talking about
the Republican
“war on women.”

But while women’s organi-
zations across the country
are steaming mad about
powerful men trying to, as
many feminists have re-
ferred to it, “put them in
their place,” few women
seem to be interested in
talking about the war on
women that’s being perpe-
trated by women them-
selves.
Not sure what the heck I’m talking about? The

crux of my complaint can be neatly summarized
by the following comment made by Lee Aron-
sohn, the co-creator of the CBS show “Two and a
Half Men,” to The Hollywood Reporter last week
at the Toronto Screenwriting Conference. He
was referring to the explosion of female-centric
entertainment aspiring to be every bit as
raunchy as manly-man programming.
“Enough, ladies. I get it. You have periods,”

Aronsohn said, even as he applauded comedians
such as Whitney Cummings and Chelsea Han-
dler for making it socially acceptable to talk
about taboo lady subjects on TV. “But we’re ap-
proaching peak vagina on television, the point of
labia saturation.”
I couldn’t agree more. I’m all for portraying

women in a realistic light and for ushering in an
era where women’s private parts and processes
can be referred to by their anatomical names in-
stead of infantile euphemisms or vulgar words,
but that utopia is not what I’m referring to.
Countless books, magazine articles, movies

and TV shows are presenting women as one of
“the boys,” happy to talk about their body parts,
raging libidos and empty desires in the basest
way possible.
The people who create, portray or otherwise

exploit this new female archetype for financial
gain — and, of course, the women who buy into
the grossly distorted images — are complicit in
projecting a new feminine ideal of women who
aren’t merely willing to talk dirty, but ready to
spout bathroom humor and look hot while
they’re at it.
OK, some male readers might quibble with me

about how sexy the cast of “Bridesmaids” looked
while experiencing an explosive bout of food poi-
soning in lavish gowns, but you get my point. By
the way, that movie is a perfect example of the
young, loose and crude variation of sailor-swear-
ing sexy — both women and men loved it so
much that it made $300 million at the box office.
Washington Post movie critic Ann Hornaday

recently vented about the newly widespread pre-
ponderance of female genital jokes in reference
to the new film “Friends With Kids,” which falls
into a category comprised of supposedly more
mature women behaving lewdly. She wondered if
the “V-bomb” is becoming the new “F-bomb,”
and decried as “lamentable” this odious trend
that “has made women’s most private part a fa-
vorite go-to gag.”
The New York Times, describing the phenome-

non, said: “these quips have become de rigueur
in a certain kind of entertainment directed pri-
marily at women, badges of progressiveness that
often serve only to veil the retrograde themes
lurking behind them.”
The sexually liberated she-wolf in scanty

sheep’s clothing seems to be everywhere in vary-
ing degrees of comedy and dead seriousness. You
can blame men— as everyone always does —
for demanding such images, but women are in
the driver’s seat an increasing amount of the
time.
For example, “Girls,” the soon-to-debut HBO

series created by a young woman, has been
widely described as a post-college version of
“Sex and the City.” It isn’t going to be a magnet
for guys — no more, anyway, than the endless
stream of “reality” TV shows that feast the eyes
of mostly female viewers on dysfunctional rela-
tionships, material excess and distorted body
images.
Sure, women can choose to get angry anytime

a prominent man implies that their reproductive
rights are somehow contingent on their personal
sexual choices. But not without admitting that
women condone a certain societal view by giving
their money, time and attention to countless en-
tertainments that feed into men’s degrading
views of them.
Women can choose to simply avoid the steady

stream of female-demeaning media as much as
possible — though it’s tough considering there
will always be a grocery checkout line filled with
vulgar magazine come-ons for learning
“naughty” sex moves packaged as “fashion.”
Such sacrifice might be less satisfying to some

than just bashing Republicans for their political
views about reproductive rights. But, ladies, if
this is what coming a long way looks like, we’re
in big trouble.

Esther Cepeda’s email address is estherj-
cepeda@washpost.com.

Esther Cepeda

Thanks for
alumni support

Dear Editor,
I would like to thank all

the Clark County supporters
who made the drive to Mont-
gomery County this past Sat-
urday to show support for
the Clark Alumni football
team. It was really great to
see the large number of fans
there. Hopefully, next year
we can get our numbers up
and be able to hang in for
the win at the end to make
you all proud.
Also, I would like to thank

the people in Montgomery
County who offered their
time and facilities that gave
both alumni football teams
the opportunity to play. We
were treated well all the way
around by fans and workers.
Thanks again to all that gave
support.

Neal Miller
Winchester

G U E S T E D I T O R I A L

A budget passed, albeit ‘very ugly’

There’s very little good to be said about
the record of the 2012 Kentucky Gen-
eral Assembly. Very little. But there’s

one thing for which the lawmakers can get
backhanded praise: They reached a budget
compromise.
... Thus, they avoided the donnybrooks that

have occurred in recent years that required
extended or special sessions.
That said, it is, as state Rep. Jim Wayne, D-

Louisville, pronounced, “a very ugly budget.”
There’s no money for raises for teachers and
state workers. With cuts of 6.4 percent for
public universities, parents and students will
be faced with still higher tuition at a time
when debt for student loans has reached a
historic high and has become an appalling
burden on the middle class. Many in that cate-
gory may also face rising costs as they are
forced to bear more of the costs for the elderly
and disabled.
The compromise, however, avoided a major

crisis for Louisville and for its University Hos-
pital. The Republican Senate, which at times
seemed to be at war with the state’s largest
city this session, had proposed a whopping cut
of $13.9 million from the grant for the care of
indigents at the teaching hospital. ... A com-
promise reached in Frankfort restored the

funding, but with the proviso that if local gov-
ernment gets a rebate from the hospital for
what it owes, the state must get a refund of
the same dollar amount.
Despite the documented outcome of the

2011 gubernatorial race, the real winner, it ap-
pears, was Senate President David Williams,
R-Burkesville, whose wily use of his GOP-dom-
inated branch seems to be running the table
in Frankfort. Gov. Steve Beshear, the ostensi-
ble winner last fall, proposed a casino gam-
bling amendment, which was promptly
defeated in the Senate; after that, Beshear
was about as visible in the Capitol as Judge
Crater. ...
To be sure, this session benefited from the

skill of House Speaker Greg Stumbo, himself a
former attorney general, who is every bit as
foxy and adroit in his legislative skills as
Williams. But the ultimate outcome is that
very little advanced to benefit the common-
wealth. And, at a time when the state is feel-
ing the impact of the recession more acutely
than ever, the hardships that will result from
this parsimonious spending plan will be real,
and in some cases enduring.

The Courier-Journal,
Louisville, March 30

It takes a village to solve the drug problem
Last year, Clark County officials re-

sponded to 20 overdose deaths.
Those are 20 lives that could have

been saved.
And while it’s the

duty of local law
enforcement to
catch the bad guys
so they can hope-
fully be punished,
it’s society’s job to
catch them before
they have a chance
to fall — before
they have a chance
to become bad
guys.
Law enforcement officers can only do

so much. Sure, they can handcuff a drug
dealer and put him in jail until trial, but
what happens when that person gets put
back into society? Unless his way of think-
ing changes, he probably will just fall
right back into old habits, once again
hurting not only himself, but the commu-
nity.
A couple of weeks ago, during a police

academy session on narcotics, we dis-
cussed the damages caused by drug use
and abuse to both the users and their
communities. As I’ve heard many people
say, “Winchester doesn’t have a crime
problem, it has a drug problem.” That
sentiment was echoed again by local offi-
cers and deputies who told of their in-
volvement with combatting drug dealers.
At times, their stories seemed pretty

“doom and gloom,” as one officer put it.
And as one resident said, it seems like

they’re “beating their heads against a
wall.”
I asked: “If the cycle is just going to

keep repeating, and people are always
going to be buying and selling drugs, then
what’s the point of making arrests?”
Of course, I know officers need to con-

tinue arresting people who break the law,
especially people who put innocent peo-
ple — particularly children — in danger.
I guess the sentiment I was trying to ex-
press was that unless something in soci-
ety changes, aren’t officers just going to
continue making arrest after tiring ar-
rest?
Legislators can always enact new regu-

lations to make certain substances ille-
gal, but unless the mindset of the people
who want to abuse or sell these sub-
stances changes, won’t they just figure
out a way around regulations or move on
to different substances?
For example, in 2010 the state banned

K2, a brand of synthetic marijuana, be-
cause of certain chemicals it contained.
These products, sold as incense under
brand names like “Funky Monkey,” “Black
Mamba” and “Spice,” produce side effects
like abnormal heart rhythms, hallucina-
tions, anxiety and vomiting. After law-
makers banned K2, deeming specific
chemicals in it illegal, manufacturers
simply reworked their products and put
similar “incense” back on the shelves.
They tap danced their way around the
regulations.
So, what would the next step be —

banning incense altogether? Of course
not. If that were the answer, I’m sure by

now there could be reasons found to ban
almost every product on the shelves, be-
cause people who are in the mindset to
get high are going to find a way to do it no
matter what.
Part of the solution is obviously getting

the drug dealers off the streets. But the
other part? We must change the way of
thinking before it even begins and initi-
ate a positive, anti-drug attitude in the
schools and encourage adults in the com-
munity to set good examples that go along
with that message, and we must let peo-
ple who may need help know where they
can get it.
Members of the community should also

make better efforts to support the local
organizations that already are working
hard to send and maintain a message
against drugs — organizations like the
Clark County Agency for Substance Abuse
Policy, the Clark County Christian Drug
Coalition and Drug Abuse Resistance Ed-
ucation (DARE).
Also, if you see something suspicious,

let local law enforcement officers know.
It may turn out to be nothing, but it also
may turn out to be a dangerous situation
they can prevent.
With more positive involvement and at-

titudes from community members, per-
haps a new way of thinking could emerge.
And perhaps that way of thinking could
save lives in the future — and then the
number 20 could eventually be zero.

Contact Katie Perkowski at
kperkowski@winchestersun.com or fol-
low her on Twitter, @TheSunKatie.

Katie Perkowski


