
Kentucky Farm Bu-
reau (KFB) is on the
lookout for the best of
the best as it calls for
applications for the
2012 KFB Farmer of
the Year award. The
organization initiated
a Farmer of the Year
awards program as a
way to recognize KFB
members for their
commitment to excel-
lence in agriculture, ef-
ficiency in farming
practices, sound finan-
cial management and

outstanding leadership
in their county Farm
Bureau and other civic
organizations.

Eligibility and guide-
lines are included with
the application, and
can be downloaded at
kyfb.com/federation/.
All applications must
be postmarked by July
2.

Entries will be nar-
rowed down to the top
three applicants over
the summer, and final-
ists will be announced

in mid-August. Judges
will visit the three fi-
nalists in mid-Septem-
ber to conduct
interviews and see
their operations in ac-
tion. The KFB Farmer
of the Year will be an-
nounced at the organi-
zation’s 2012 state
annual meeting in
Louisville on Dec. 7.

KFB’s Farmer of the
Year winner will re-
ceive $1,000 from Ken-
tucky Farm Bureau
Federation and will be

presented with a com-
memorative award
during the organiza-
tion’s annual meeting
in December. Finalists
will receive $250 from
Kentucky Farm Bu-
reau Federation.

In addition to the
statewide recognition
and prizes, KFB’s
Farmer of the Year

winner will represent
Kentucky in the
Swisher Sweets/Sun-
belt Expo Southeast-
ern Farmer of the Year
contest, the South’s
most prestigious agri-
cultural award, in
Moultrie, Ga., Oct. 15-
17, 2013. The state
winner will also re-
ceive $2,500 from

Swisher International
and a $500 gift certifi-
cate from Southern
States Cooperative.
Kentucky’s winner will
compete against nine
other state winners for
the chance to win a
$15,000 award from
Swisher International
and several other
sponsor-based prizes.
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Rowan County Solid
Waste Dept. & Veolia 

Environmental Landfill 
Announce

Free
Disposal

Day
Saturday, May 5

8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

You must be a citizen 
of Rowan County.  All

Loads must be tarped to
avoid spillage. No 

hazardous materials 
tires will be accepted

for a fee.
No commercial loads.

For More information contact:
Rowan County Solid Waste Office

@ 784-6345

Two Rowan County youths will
have an experience of a lifetime as
they represent Morehead Sister
Cities as youth delegates for a week
in Ballymena, N. Ireland, More-
head’s Sister City, in August.

Kelly Modaff, daughter of John
Modaff and Lois Starkey-Birdwell,
is a junior majoring in biology at
Morehead State University.
Katy Caric, daughter of Ric and
Mary Caric, is a senior at Rowan
County High School.

They will be honored at a recep-
tion hosted by the mayor of Bally-
mena and other dignitaries. They
will also visit points of interest in-
cluding the Giant’s Causeway, the
construction site of the Titanic and
more. The city of Ballymena will
provide hotel lodging during the
week.

Modaff and Caric were chosen
through an application and inter-
view process by the Morehead Sis-
ter Cities board. Each has been
awarded a $500 scholarship from
the Joyce Barber Scholarship Fund.
The Joyce Barber Scholarship is
earmarked for Rowan County youth
to visit either of Morehead’s Sister
Cities.

Modaff is interested in learning
about environmental aspects of Bal-
lymena. She 

“A significant part of my educa-
tion is to obtain an understanding
of conservation and how to lead a
life that reduces my footprint,” she
said. 

“The Northern Ireland Environ-

mental Agency has long been
known for its regulation of develop-
ment and consciousness of environ-
mental disturbances. I would like to
have the experience to see how this
mindset has preserved the land. I
also might be able to gain insight
on how I can be a more conservative
citizen. I’m really looking forward
to experiencing another culture
first hand.”

Caric is a high school graduating
senior and plans to major in global
studies during college.  

“I have a longstanding interest in
overseas travel and investigating
family history,”she said. “One of my
ancestors was born in Ballymena in
the 1600’s. I hope to eventually
work for an international organiza-
tion after college and being involved
with Sister Cities International and
traveling to Ireland would be a
great way to begin my involvement
with the world. I’m very excited to
go to Ireland and gain perspective
on another culture as well as my
own.”

As motorists enter Morehead and
read the “Welcome” sign, they be-
come aware that Morehead has two
Sister Cities – Yangshuo, Guangxi,
China and Ballymena, Northern
Ireland.

Sister Cities International was
started by President Eisenhower in
an effort to attain world peace. 

He felt that if individuals and
communities from different nations
developed greater cultural under-
standing through cooperative rela-

tionships, there would be greater
chance for peace than through in-
teraction by government officials. 
S ister Cities International is a
global citizen diplomacy network
with 600 U.S. cities participating.
Two thousand international part-
nerships have been formed in 136
countries on 6 continents. 

The type of activities the partner-
ing cities share is decided on by the
representatives of those communi-
ties. Morehead became a Sister City
with Ballymena in 1999 and with
Yangshuo in 2004. 

Exchanges between Morehead
Sister Cities and Ballymena have
included musical and citizen groups
visiting and performing in both
cities. 2011 was the first year for
both cities to exchange youth dele-
gates. 

Activities between Yangshuo and
Morehead have included not only
youth and citizen travel between
cities but also English teaching,
providing wheelchairs and glasses
to those in need, an art auction of
Yangshuo art work, and exchanges
of letters and small gifts between
sister schools. 

All area residents who have par-
ticipated in activities sponsored by
Morehead Sister Cities have a
greater understanding of the Sister
Cities International goal: To pro-
mote peace through mutual respect,
understanding and cooperation—
one individual, one community at a
time.

To learn more about Morehead
Sister Cities, call 783-1420.

Two from Rowan
will visit Ireland

Kelly Modaff, left, and Mary Caric are heading to Northern Ireland
this summer.

Farmer of the Year applications being accepted

U. S. Agriculture Secretary Tom
Vilsack has announced that USDA
is accepting grant applications to
assist small, socially disadvan-
taged agricultural producers and
cooperatives in rural areas to spur
job creation.

“The funding we are announcing
today represents USDA’s continu-
ing investment in providing small
business owners with the assis-
tance they need to improve their
business operations, and serve
their communities by creating eco-
nomic opportunity for residents
and training new generations of
rural Americans to succeed in busi-
ness,” said Vilsack. 

“The Obama administration is
working to help these small-scale
producers add profit and efficiency
to their operations so they can
grow, thrive and create jobs.” 

For fiscal year 2012, approxi-
mately $3 million in grants are
available through USDA Rural De-
velopment’s Small, Socially Disad-
vantaged Producer Grant Program
(SSDPG), which was authorized in
the Food, Conservation, and En-
ergy Act of 2008 (Farm Bill). 

It is part of USDA’s ongoing ef-
fort to expand outreach to rural
residents to ensure that all com-
munities have equal access to
USDA programs and services. 

Rural Development State Direc-
tor Tom Fern said funding is avail-
able to cooperatives or associations
of cooperatives where at least 75
percent of the governing board or
membership are small, socially dis-
advantaged producers. 

Grants can be used for product
improvements, business plan de-
velopment or economic develop-
ment activities. The maximum
grant award per applicant is
$175,000. 

Applications for USDA Rural De-
velopment’s Small, Socially Disad-
vantaged Producer Grants are due
July 24. 

Application materials may be ob-
tained at the Rural Development

website
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ or by
contacting the nearest USDA
Rural Development State Office. 

For information, see the April 25,
2012, Federal Register, page
24678, or click here
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-
2012-04-25/html/2012-9997.htm. 

In 2011, the President signed an
Executive Order establishing the
first White House Rural Council
chaired by Secretary Tom Vilsack. 

In order to better coordinate fed-
eral programs and maximize the
impact of federal investment, the
White House Rural Council will
work throughout government to
create policies to promote economic
prosperity and a high quality of life
in our rural communities. 

Since taking office, President
Obama’s Administration has taken
historic steps to improve the lives
of rural Americans, put people
back to work and build thriving
economies in rural communities. 

From proposing the American
Jobs Act to establishing the first-
ever White House Rural Council –
chaired by Secretary Tom Vilsack –
the President is committed to
using Federal resources more effi-
ciently to foster sustainable eco-
nomic prosperity and ensure the
government is a strong partner for
businesses, entrepreneurs and
working families in rural commu-
nities. 

USDA, through its Rural Devel-
opment mission area, administers
and manages housing, business
and community infrastructure and
facility programs through a na-
tional network of state and local of-
fices. Rural Development has an
active portfolio of more than $165
billion in loans and loan guaran-
tees. 

These programs are designed to
improve the economic stability of
rural communities, businesses,
residents, farmers and ranchers
and improve the quality of life in
rural areas.

USDA grants available for 
special ag producers and coops


