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is spate of warmer
weather has area fishermen
experiencing trouble con-
centrating on their chosen
professions.

I asked one friend if his
trolling motor toe was
twitching.

“Big time!” he said.
I think he will probably

have experienced the “blue
collar flu” on one of last
week’s warm days.

Another friend was asked
if he had ordered a new
boat yet? His answer was in
the negative because of ru-
mors of gas prices escalat-
ing out of sight in the
coming months. High gas
prices and a 250-HP engine
add up to large gas bills for
those that own them.

I have heard it said that
gas prices don’t really make
that much difference to
fishermen. Come again?
How could gas prices in the
$5 range (if it goes that
high) for a gallon of gas not
make a difference? Also,
many fishermen don’t put
regular unleaded gasoline
in their boat’s gas tanks.
Quite a few I would surmise
put high-test gasoline in
their boat’s tanks. Many of
the larger boats these days
have as much as 40-gallon
fuel tanks. 

Now, as for me, $200

would be prohibitive to my
going fishing. Of course,
this amount doesn’t in-
clude the gas for your
pickup truck which might
hold another 20-something
gallons. At least you can put
regular unleaded in the
truck. Of course, bass fish-
ermen especially travel fast
from point A to point B and
then shut the big engine
down. From that point,
until they decide to move to
another spot, the trolling
motor is the only thing
moving the boat.

I would think that the
only solution to the gas
problem would be to have
enough friends go along
that the boat would look
like a porcupine with quills.
If everybody pitches in on
the expenses to go, then ex-
penses can be a little more
reasonable and would give
area fishermen an excuse to
hook up that boat. How-
ever, given this scenario, I
think I would ban the use of
crank baits. Treble hooks
and too many people will
mean that sooner or later
somebody will get hooked.

An invitation to go big
minnow fishing was offered
this week, but alas and
alack I had to work on that
particular day. Maybe I can
go next week. I just really
enjoyed the last outing I
had.

ere is one problem I
will have to address before I
go big minnow fishing
again. I will have to try and
replace the spinning reel
that I was using the last
time I went. e bail just
wouldn’t work correctly
and caused me some prob-
lems as the day wore on.
e bail spring just
wouldn’t close the bail
when the reel handle was
turned. 

I would have to reach
and close the bail by hand.
Boo on that noise! I will just
have to bite the bullet and
purchase another spinning
reel. ere are so many, and
at so many different prices
that I will have a hard time
choosing one. Some of the
ones I have looked at, al-
though inexpensive, seem
to work just fine. Of course,
the internal parts probably
won’t hold up to extremely
hard use, but considering
their price, if the reel wears
out, you can just go pur-
chase a new one. I looked at
one that only cost $15, and

it seemed very smooth and
looked like it would really
fill the bill. I haven’t made
up my mind yet. 

Maybe I will have a new
one by the time this story is
published. We’ll see.

I had planned on going
to the rifle range this last
Wednesday, but the wind
was blowing so much it
would have been futile to
try to zero in a rifle. So, I
just enjoyed the sunshine
and whiled away the time at
home. My 8 1/2-month-old
granddaughter occupied
my time, also. She’s the
happiest baby I have ever
seen.

On yet another subject,
the right speed for the .22
cartridges utilizing the prin-
ciple that I discussed this
last week still eludes me. It
seems that the fastest I can
find in this area is the Rem-
ington Yellow Jacket. is
cartridge, as I think I stated
last week, has a muzzle ve-
locity of 1500 feet per sec-
ond. Also, as I said last
week, that speed when ze-
roed .25 inches high at 25
yards will yield me a dead-
on zero at 75 yards. Other
cartridges that could ex-
ceed that speed will be ex-
pensive for a .22, and my
finances are meager at best.

I’ll keep looking.

Warm weather affecting 
local fishermen’s results

Bud Barnard
Columnist

Editor’s Note: This is the sec-
ond installment of a seven-week
series, “March Fishing Madness,”
profiling productive early fishing
spots across Kentucky.

By LEE McCLELLAN
and ART LANDER Jr.

Kentucky Fish and Wildlife

FRANKFORT — Water
temperatures in Kentucky
rivers hovering in the high
30s to low 40s do not inspire
confidence that it is a great
time to go fishing.

However, for Kentucky
sauger anglers, right now is
glory time.

“I fished below Lock and
Dam 6 on the Kentucky
River last Saturday and I
caught 12 sauger,” said Ryan
Oster, federal aid coordina-
tor for the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife
Resources. “e fish are
there. e better fish I
caught farther downstream
from the dam.”

A five-year stocking pro-
gram commenced in 2006
placed hundreds of thou-
sands of fingerling sauger in
the Kentucky River from
Lock and Dam 4 upstream
to the headwaters. Excellent
sauger fishing is now found
throughout the river.

e next few weeks bring
sauger below locks and
dams not only on the Ken-
tucky River, but also on the
Ohio River, the Cumberland
River below Lake Cumber-
land, the Tennessee River

below Kentucky Lake and
the Cumberland River
below Lake Barkley. ese
areas offer anglers bank
fishing opportunity as well
as fishing from a boat.

Sauger hit orange, char-
treuse, lime-green, white or
pink curly-tailed grubs and
soft plastic minnow imita-
tors fished on the bottom
just below these dams. De-
pending on current, you’ll
need anywhere from a 1/4-
ounce leadhead up to an
ounce or more. If your lure
isn’t regularly contacting
bottom, then you likely
aren’t catching sauger.

In addition to soft plastic
lures rigged on leadheads,
walleye fishing tactics using
a spinner rig work for late
winter sauger in the deep
holes below dams.

e combination of bright
plastic beads, a rotating
blade and a lively minnow is
hard for sauger to resist. In
turbid waters, fish orange,
yellow, white, chartreuse,
pink or other bright-colored
bead-and-blade combina-
tions for added visibility.

Spinner rigs are easy to tie
and inexpensive to make.

Start with a 3- to 4-foot
piece of 10-pound test
monofilament or fluorocar-
bon line.

Tie on a single No. 4 wall-
eye hook to the end of the
leader with a clinch knot.

read two or three 5-
millimeter beads on the
leader and slide them down

to the hook. Sometimes an-
glers thread a small foam
float (5/16 inches wide by
11/16 inches long) on the
leader to make the rig more
buoyant, so the hook is less
likely to snag on the bottom.

Next, slip a stainless steel
clevis through the eye of a
blade and thread the leader
through the small openings
on both ends of the clevis.
Slide the spinner blade as-
sembly down the line so that
it comes to rest against the
beads or float.

e final step is to cut the
leader to the desired length
and tie a loop knot on the
free end of the leader. Exper-
iment with color, blade size
and style, either Colorado or
Indiana, to find out which
rig is most effective on a
given day.

Attach the rig to the snap
at the top of the bottom
bouncer. When fishing in
rivers in the spring, about 1
1/2 to 2 1/2 ounces of lead is
heavy enough to keep your
rig on the bottom in moder-
ate current.

Fishing success is all
about presentation. Motor
upstream to the dam, then
let the boat drift through the
area you want to fish. By
keeping the weight in con-
tact with the bottom, the
baited rig will drift just a few
inches off the bottom, the
depth needed to entice a bite
from bottom-hugging sauger.

Over the next few years,
Kentuckians may catch

sauger in the Green River
downstream of Green River
Lake, in the Salt River below
Taylorsville Lake and in the
middle stretch of the Barren
River. e fisheries division
of Kentucky Fish and
Wildlife stocked 188,000 fin-
gerling sauger in the Green
River, 32,000 in the Salt and
50,000 in the Barren over the
past two years.

“We hope to establish a
viable reproducing popula-
tion of sauger in these
rivers,” said Gerry Buynak,
assistant director of fisheries
for Kentucky Fish and
Wildlife. “We hope to have
sauger fishing right in down-
town Bowling Green.”

Remember, the current li-
cense year expires Wednes-
day. If you plan to fish after
ursday, you’ll need to buy
a new fishing license, avail-
able in the sporting goods
section of department stores
and tackle shops. You may
buy one by visiting the Ken-
tucky Fish and Wildlife
homepage at fw.ky.gov or by
calling (877) 598-2401.

***
Lee McClellan is an award-

winning associate editor for Ken-
tucky Afield magazine, the official
publication of the Kentucky De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife Re-
sources. He is a life-long hunter
and angler, with a passion for
smallmouth bass fishing. Art Lan-
der Jr. has been writing about the
outdoors since the 1970s. He is a
staff writer for Kentucky Afield
magazine.

Lee McClellan

Ryan Oster, federal aid coordinator for the fisheries division of the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, caugt these two sauger
in the middle stretch of the Kentucky River below Lock and Dam 6 in Mercer County. Quality female sauger like these two, both roughly 18 inches
long, are now locating beneath locks and dams all over Kentucky to spawn. The next several weeks provide excellent fishing for sauger.

Sauger readily bite in late winter, early spring

By NANCY ARMOUR

AP National Writer

Ariel Hsing has traveled
the world and shown War-
ren Buffett and Bill Gates a
thing or two, and she might
be an Olympian before she
starts her senior year in high
school.

All because her parents
couldn’t find a baby sitter
when she was younger.

The 16-year-old Hsing,
last year’s U.S. singles cham-
pion in table tennis, hopes
to earn one of the two
Olympic spots available in
April at the North American
Trials in Cary, N.C. Four
Americans and four Cana-
dians have qualified for the
two-tournament event, and
the winner of each tourna-
ment secures a place at this
summer’s London Games.

“It’s definitely my dream,
but the concept is also a lit-
tle hard to grasp. It’s such a
big deal,” Hsing said. “I don’t
really care about what age I
make (the Olympics), as
long as I’m able to compete
in it. That’s definitely been
my goal since I started play-
ing.”

Hsing started playing
when she was 7, tagging
along to her parents’ club
one day because they didn’t
have a sitter.

She was hooked immedi-
ately.

“So I just kept playing
and training,” she said. “My
entire life, when I’ve been
playing table tennis, I
haven’t really thought
about, ‘I want to win this,’ or
the outcome. It’s just really
been the process. So I didn’t
imagine it would get this far.”

Hsing practices serves for
a half hour before heading
to Valley Christian High
School in San Jose, Calif.,
where the junior takes five
classes, including honors
trigonometry and pre-cal-
culus, and Advanced Place-
ment environmental
science and English compo-
sition. Her father picks her
up from school, and she ei-
ther eats or naps on the
drive to practice.

She trains for two hours,
takes a break for homework,
and then trains some more
before heading home
around 8 p.m. She does
more homework and then
goes to bed.

“School is still No. 1, it’s
the most important thing,”
she said.

But not the only thing.
Hsing has collected more

titles than European royalty
in her young career, drawing
plenty of attention in the
process. Buffett, a table ten-
nis fan, invited her to play
him and Gates as part of his
75th birthday party in San
Francisco, then brought her
to Omaha, Neb., to do it
again at the Berkshire Hath-
away shareholders meeting
in 2007.

She beat the billionaires
both times.

Getting to London will be
a much tougher task. Hsing
will have to win one of the
tournaments at the North
American Trials and the
field includes four-time
Olympian Gao Jun, who
swept through the U.S.
Olympic trials earlier this
month. Hsing lost two
matches at trials, one to Gao
and another to Erica Wu,
her best friend.

Wu also made the conti-
nental trials.

“It’s going to be very diffi-
cult,” Hsing said. “I know I
have to prepare very well.”

One thing will make it
easier, however. The conti-
nental tournament is in the
same spot where the
Olympic trials were.

“I know the setting,”
Hsing said. “So at least I
know where to get food.”

FEDERER IN RIO?: For
years, Roger Federer fended

off questions about when he
might retire from tennis by
assuring everyone he’d par-
ticipate in the 2012
Olympics.

Now that those Summer
Games are approaching —
Federer plans to play singles
and doubles, but not mixed
doubles — the 16-time
Grand Slam champion is
thinking ahead to the 2016
Olympics in Brazil.

“I’m hoping, I guess, to
play in Rio,” Federer said
during a conference call
Thursday.

“I’ve said many times I
will be playing for, hope-
fully, many more years to
come. The body will tell me
when to stop,” Federer said.
“But I haven’t set a date (for
retirement) in any shape or
form or thought about it in
any way.”

He won a gold medal in
doubles for Switzerland
with Stan Wawrinka at Bei-
jing four years ago, but
hasn’t won a singles medal
in three trips to the
Olympics. Twice, he carried
the Swiss flag during the
opening ceremonies, and
he hopes to do so again in
London.

NOT THIS TIME: Pass-
ing up a shot at the London
Olympics might give the
U.S. men’s field hockey
team a better chance of suc-
cess at future games.

USA Field Hockey with-
drew the squad from this
month’s Olympic qualifying
tournament, saying injuries,
retirements and scheduling
conflicts meant the Ameri-
cans’ potential was “well
below that required to be
competitive in a tourna-
ment of this caliber.” The
U.S. will instead focus on the
continued development of
its junior men’s team; ear-
lier this month it hired 1996
Olympian Liz Tchou as its
Youth Development Man-
ager.

“Much work and effort
has taken place in recent
years to develop a quality
junior program. I believe
that in attending the
(Olympic qualifying) tour-
nament that will feature the
world’s top ranked teams
will only hinder the confi-
dence and development of
our junior men,” Steve
Locke, USA Field Hockey’s
executive director, said in a
statement. “In another 12
months, we will see these
players begin to flourish and
I look forward to seeing the
team prepared and engaged
with upcoming FIH events
in 2012 and 2013.”

The Junior Pan American
Championships are in Sep-
tember, and there is a Junior
World Cup in 2013.

Tchou, who spent the last
nine years as the field
hockey coach at Rutgers,
will be responsible for a new
program designed to intro-
duce field hockey to 30,000
children, aged 5 to 11, each
year. USA Field Hockey
hopes a quarter of those
kids will be boys.

“My goal is to build a
strong base and inspire
young kids, especially boys,
to play field hockey,” Tchou
said.

JOINING THE PARTY:
An upset of Italy came with
a big bonus for the U.S.
men’s foil team: a spot at the
London Olympics.

The Americans reached
the quarterfinals of last
weekend’s World Cup in La
Coruna, Spain, with their
victory over Italy, which had
never lost to the U.S. and
had not dropped a World
Cup match in over a year.
The Americans lost to Ger-
many in the semifinals and
South Korea in the bronze-
medal match, but their
fourth-place finish was
good enough to qualify for
this summer’s London
Games.

OLYMPIC NOTEBOOK

Table tennis player
hoping she won’t

be left home


