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LEXINGTON — Michael
Kidd-Gilchrist is projected
as a NBA draft lottery pick,
and is even in the top five
of some mock drafts al-
ready.

However, after Satur-
day’s 83-74 win over Van-
derbilt, the Kentucky
freshman dropped a non-
chalant comment that
could make UK fans giddy
about next year.

He was asked if he
might feel any extra emo-
tion about Thursday’s up-
coming Senior Night game
where Darius Miller and
Eloy Vargas will be hon-
ored before the game. If he
goes into the draft as most
expect, the game against
Georgia would also be his
final Rupp Arena appear-
ance.

“No, it’s not any extra
emotion. I am staying all
four years as of now,” said
Kidd-Gilchrist, who had
eight points, eight re-
bounds, three assists and
one steal before fouling
out.

Several media members
laughed when Kidd-
Gilchrist made the state-
ment.

“I am dead serious. I
don’t know why you all are
laughing. I am serious,” he
said.

Given a second chance
to clarify his statements,
Kidd-Gilchrist didn’t
change anything.

“I am going to graduate
here. I am not going any-
where. I am staying at
Kentucky,” Kidd-Gilchrist
said.

He’s the youngest player
on Kentucky’s roster even
though he’s averaging 12.2
points and 7.8 rebounds
per game. He’s drawn
praise from coaches,
teammates and opponents
for his intensity on the
court.

Kentucky fans got a
scare late in this win when
he fell to the floor hard
after “banging knees”
going for a rebound. He
had to be helped off the
court, but minutes later
was ready to play again.

“I went, ‘What.’ He
acted like he got shot,”
Kentucky coach John Cali-
pari said. “‘Ready to go?’ I
wanted him to run to see
that he wasn’t fooling me.”

He wasn’t even though
he got his fifth foul with 2
minutes, 43 seconds left —
just 17 seconds after he
came back into the game
— trying to block a shot.

“Michael Gilchrist prob-
ably played a minute in
the last seven, eight min-
utes of the game and we
won without him on the
court,” Calipari said. “And
he cheered just like Mar-
quis Teague (did Tuesday

at Mississippi State when
he was in foul trouble). He
cheered harder than any-
body on that bench.”

Seeding: Kentucky
would seem to have just
about clinched one of the
four No. 1 seeds in the
NCAA Tournament with
its 28-1 record, No. 1 rank-
ing and Southeastern Con-
ference title. 

Calipari was not overly
concerned about being
the No. 1 overall seed or
just one of the four No. 1
seeds.

“Somebody told me out
west (in Las Vegas), they
said we are the favorite.
Somebody said that to me.
And I obviously don't fol-
low that stuff,” Calipari
said. “But the crazy thing
is, they don't have any
emotion out that way. It's
all based on green dollars.
They have no emotion.
There's no, I don't like this
guy, and I like that guy,
and I don't like this pro-
gram and I like that pro-
gram. It has nothing to do
with that. 

“So, I don't know. Let
me just tell you, Syracuse
is outstanding; Missouri is
outstanding; Kansas is
outstanding, Ohio State is
outstanding; Duke and
North Carolina, outstand-
ing, Michigan State is
playing their butts off.
Everybody could be a one
seed.  We are just trying to
do what we do.”

With two regular-season
games left — Georgia at
home Thursday and then
the regular-season ending
game at Florida before the

start of the SEC tourney,
Calipari says seeding is
important.

“Every game we play,
it's all about seeding. And
that's — we are just play-
ing for that. I mean, we
have won over the years a
lot of conference champi-
onships and tournament
championships, but I'm
telling you, my teams have
never —that isn't what we
are playing for. It's all
about that seed,” the Ken-
tucky coach said.

“So hopefully we are
doing what we need to.
Getting better.  It's nice, I
told them, congratulations
(for winning the SEC), but
you all know this is not
why we are playing, and
they know that.”

Fearful: Less than a
minute into the game,
Calipari had Darius Miller
ready to come in for Ter-
rence Jones after he failed
to block out on a rebound.
A few minutes later point
guard Maruis Teague
made his third turnover
and took a seat.

“I just felt our shoot
around was just so‑so, and
I felt at the pregame, when
I talked to them before
they went on the court, I
didn't like the stare I got
from two or three of the
guys,” Calipari said. “So at
the beginning of the game,
I knew what was happen-
ing. And I just told them, I
said, hey, I took guys out, I
sat Terrence (Jones) out,
and you know, you've got
to be ready to play every
game. You've got to figure

it out. 
“Here is what the deal

is. Noon games, hard to
play. So? Guess what. In
New Orleans (for the SEC
tourney) when will we be
playing? Noon.  Okay.
Then, in the NCAA Tour-
nament, probably noon.
We play early games. So be
ready for it. You can't use
that as an excuse, it's an
afternoon game.”

Calipari said his team
finished the game so well
down the stretch that “I
wasn't going to get upset
with them” over what he
felt was less than a zealous
start. However, part of him
was almost hoping the
sluggish start would lead
to UK’s first SEC loss. Or at
least that’s what he said. 

“The other side of it, I
looked at my staff and I
said, ‘You know, I'd like to
let this one go.’ The way
they started, to prove a
point. I'm about to let this
one go, and then I said, ‘I
can't. I just don't have that
in me.’ 

“But, believe me. I said
to my staff, because you've
got to learn a lesson from
it. But their will to win;
their ability to execute
down the stretch and de-
fend and take everything
up a notch, you know, is
pretty amazing.”

Senior Darius Miller
doesn’t think Kentucky
needs to lose to learn.

“I still think the same
way, I'm not trying to lose.
I don't really think he
(Calipari) is either,” Miller
said.
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LEXINGTON — Darius
Miller knows his time is short.

Miller, one game away
from making his final appear-
ance at Rupp Arena, wanted
to “finish strong,” Saturday
against Vanderbilt. Miller re-
bounded from a poor start
and scored nine points to
help lead the top-ranked
Wildcats to an 83-74 victory
over the Commodores, who
made a serious run at ending
the team's 51-game home
winning streak. 

Miller and the Cats trailed
37-36 at the half, but again,
Kentucky's will to win took
over during the final 20 min-
utes and propelled the team
to its 20th consecutive victory
despite a fight from the Com-
modores.

“We don't want to lose a
game,” he said. “We never at
any point feel like we're going
to lose a game and think that's
what helps us be so calm
(down the stretch) and get
good looks at the end of the
game.”

In the first half, Miller
missed all five of his attempts
from the field, including three
shots from long range. It was-
n't until the second half when
Miller caught fire, which
came at the right time for the
Wildcats.

Despite his scoreless effort
in the first half, Miller drained
a pair of field goals and con-
nected on a 3-pointer during
a game-clinching 11-2 scor-
ing spree midway through the
second half, turning a one-
point lead into a 66-56 advan-
tage with seven minutes
remaining.

Miller made all four of his
shots from the field in the
final 20 minutes and the effort
by the senior inspired Ken-
tucky's successful finish and
clinched the school's 45th
Southeastern Conference
regular-season title.

It was Miller's shot the ig-
nited the decisive spurt by the
hosts, but he came through
again when he broke Vandy's
press and threw to ball to Ter-
rence Jones for a slam,
thwarting the Commodores'
9-0 run with four minutes re-
maining.

“It was a boost for us,”
Miller said of Jones' slam. “It
gave us a lot of momentum.
at was a big play for us and
he's made big play after big
play for us throughout the
whole year.”

Vanderbilt coach Kevin
Stallings described Miller as a
“good player” and likes the
way he “plays and acts.”

“I admire him as a player,”
Stallings said. “He makes big
shots. He is a big shot maker
and a really good player for
them. He has really, in my
opinion, appears to have sac-
rificed himself for the benefit
of their team and he is a big

reason they are (28-1).”
Miller appreciated the

comment by Stallings, but
added that he's just playing
within the framework of the
team.

“I feel like I'm doing what I
need to do to make this a suc-
cessful team,” he said. “I feel
like we have all the right parts
and if everyone plays their
part, we will have a champi-
onship.”

Kentucky coach John Cali-
pari said Miller's first-half
showing resembled “old”
habits developed by the sen-
ior guard, but the Kentucky
coach advised Miller to “keep
shooting.”

Miller had no answer to
Kentucky's slow start. He dis-
missed the noon tipoff didn't
think the early starting time
was an excuse.

“I don't know why we
came out so sluggish,” he said.
“We've really got to get that
fixed, especially with tourna-
ment time coming up – you
lose and you go home. You re-
ally can't depend on coming
through at the last second to
win games, we've got to play
the entire 40 minutes.”

End the end, it was the
team's “will to win” that over-
shadowed the opening half.

“We all focused hard at the
end and came out with a
(win),” he said. “I'm happy the
guys get the ball in my hands
at the end of the game and I
hope I can continue to make
plays. When it gets to the end
of the game, I just feel like all
of us focus on what doing
what it takes to win games.”
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Darius Miller scored all nine of his points down the stretch and said
he wants to have a strong finish to his senior season.

Miller wants to 
finish strong

Kidd-Gilchrist says he’s coming back
“I am going to graduate here. I
am not going anywhere. I am

staying at Kentucky.”
Michael Kidd-Gilchrist


