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INDEX WHO WE ARE: Holly Sutton, 15, Hopkinsville
Like most teenage girls,

Holly Sutton likes to spend
her free time with her friends.
“We will go to someone’s

house and talk a lot or we’ll
go to the movies,” Holly said.
“Most of them go to school
with me.”
Holly is hoping next year to

play on her school’s volleyball
team.
“It’s the one sport where I

can play
and fall and
not look
bad,” said
Holly who
attends Her-
itage Chris-
tian Acade-
my. “I played two years in
middle school but I didn’t
play this year.”
After college Holly hopes to

become a nurse.
“I want to work in the

neonatal section with babies,”
said Holly who is the oldest of
six children. “I have a lot of
brothers and sisters so I like
babies.”

Is there someone you know who deserves 
attention?  We’d like to know. Contact us at
270-887-3238 or visit kentuckynewera.com.
We’ll take it from there.

www.facebook.com/
kentuckynewera

or follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/kentuckynewera

MORE INSIDE
Legalize hemp
Senator says  county could
cash in on hemp.
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2012 Heart Walk
Event draws more than 250 
participants.
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Jammin’ for
Disaster raises
money for 
relief fund
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Artist returns to
Trigg County
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Girls’ tourneys
tip off tonight
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Finding life's blueprint
Pastor builds his house
upon a rock of faith

SEE TIMBERLAKE, PAGE A7

BY MONICA K. SMITH
NEW ERA COMMUNITY EDITOR

Shouldering the responsibility for the spiritual growth
of  a congregation can be a daunting task for any individ-
ual. Yet every week Pastor C.E. Timberlake, 70, rolls up his
sleeves and gets to work. Using teachings learned from the
Bible, and combining them with his own life’s lessons, Tim-
berlake creates the blueprint to build his community.

Playing Church
As one of  five children growing up in Lexington, Tenn.,

Timberlake said church wasn’t an option in his family. His
father was a deacon and his mother was very involved with
church activities, which meant on Sundays he and his sib-
lings could be found in a pew.
“It wasn’t if  you wanted to go, or if  you thought about

going — you were taken to church,” Timberlake said. 
It may have been that early experience that inspired Tim-

berlake to be a preacher. At the age of  9 Timberlake said he
felt a divine calling to the ministry and to become a pastor.
He would play church as a child, giving eulogies to dead
grasshoppers and birds.
“There was a boy in my neighborhood I would play with

and he had a basement,” Timberlake said. “The children
would go and we would play church. I was 4 or 5 years old
and I was the preacher.”
It wouldn’t be until much later that Timberlake would fol-

low through on his calling. Placing the idea of  being a
preacher on the back burner, Timberlake sought out other
professions: baseball player, mechanic, mortician and
farmer.

The invitation
After high school Timberlake attended the American

Baptist College in Nashville, Tenn. The college also con-
tained the seminary that Timberlake attended after re-
ceiving his undergraduate degree. 
Even then Timberlake had no desire to be a pastor. In-

stead, he aspired to pursue a career as an evangelist, trav-
eling from city to city preaching at revivals — something
similar to Billy Graham and the crusades ministries he did,
Timberlake said. 

More help has arrived from a Ken-
tucky New Era reader who
knows something about word

puzzles and their popularity.
Michael Combs, of

Lexington, wrote to tell
me he grew up in Hop-
kinsville and enjoyed
working a word puzzle
about Christian
County community
names when he was
home to visit his
mother, Linda Combs,
over the Thanksgiving
holiday. That puzzle,
submitted by Phil Latham, of  Muh-
lenberg County, was followed by one I
created based on Hopkinsville street
names.
“I’m a big fan of  word play and gen-

eral interest puzzles, and I’ve taken a
stab at a few that might be of  interest
to you,” Combs wrote in a letter. He in-
cluded several puzzles in his corre-
spondence. We’ll share more in the
coming weeks in the paper. For now,
here’s one based on characters and
places in Christian County.
A warning, though: This is a puzzle

for someone who has been around
Hopkinsville for 20 or more years and
with a deep knowledge of  the place. If
you fall in the group, give it try. 
Each question is followed by a num-

ber, or numbers, in parenthesis to in-
dicate how many letters are in each
word of  the answer. 

Local 
interest
puzzle 
a doozie

JENNIFER P.
BROWN n

SEE PUZZLE, PAGE A7

FROM NEW ERA STAFF REPORTS

A Hopkinsville man damaged the
backstop and grass at the future
sight of  a new baseball field for
Hopkinsville Middle
School while doing
“doughnuts” with
his car Sunday
morning, according
to a Hopkinsville po-
lice report.
Justin W. Miller,

24, allegedly drove
his vehicle onto the
field, located a few
hundred yards be-
hind the middle school building
near several other recreational
fields. Tire marks were visible on
the grass, and concrete along the
bottom of  the backstop was cracked
and leaning. 
The report estimated damages

will cost more than $1,000. Although
Miller is listed in the report as own-
ing a 1999 black Chevrolet, it is un-
clear what vehicle he allegedly used
to drive on the field. 
Miller was charged with first-de-

gree criminal mischief, and re-
mained Sunday at Christian
County Jail. 

Report: Baseball backstop damaged by joyride

DAVE BOUCHER | KENTUCKY NEW ERA

The base of the backstop for a baseball field behind Hopkinsville Middle School was
reportedly damaged by a vehicle Sunday morning.

BY ROGER ALFORD
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

FRANKFORT, Ky. — No
new taxes and no pay raises
will likely remain corner-
stones of  the next state
budget, a key Kentucky law-
maker said Sunday.
House Appropriations and

Revenue Committee Chair-
man Rick Rand told reporters
he expects no major overhaul
of  Gov. Steve Beshear’s $19.5
billion, two-year budget pro-
posal. Lawmakers will likely
do only “fine tuning” to the
Democratic governor’s aus-
tere spending plan, leaving
state workers with no prom-
ise of  bigger paychecks.
“I just don’t see any way

that we can afford to do any
pay increases this cycle,”
Rand said.
House lawmakers spent

Sunday meeting privately at
the Capitol to review
Beshear’s budget proposal,
which could be presented for
a floor vote within two weeks.
Plans are for a floor vote be-

tween March 6 and March 9.
Rand said he sees no way to

strike the 8.4 percent in cuts
that Beshear proposed for
most government agencies
because revenues still haven’t
rebounded sufficiently.
“It’s going to be awfully

hard to find money in this
budget,” he said.

Budget chairman
foresees no major
budget overhaul

SEE BUDGET, PAGE A7
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