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INSIDE

Tick Creek 
Road 

bridge 
reopens

By Brandon Mattingly
Sun Staff Writer

It was announced at a 
regular scheduled fiscal 
court meeting on Monday 
that the bridge on Tick 
Creek Road has been opened 
up to traffic.

Dale Mann, Washington 
County road supervisor, 
said the bridge is 18-and-a-
half feet wide, and provides 
enough room to support two-
way traffic. He said there 
are plans to add additional 
guard rails, but outside of 
minor adjustments, con-
struction is complete and 
residents can resume their 
regular route through Tick 
Creek Road.

Roadside Inc. Regional 
Representative Corey Craig 
visited the court last month 
to discuss the county’s meth-
od of roadside mowing, but 
the county decided to gath-
er more information before 
adopting Craig’s proposal, 
which would require road-
side spraying two to three 
times a year, and mowing 
only once each year in the 
fall. Craig was recently in 
touch with the court again 
and offered a free trial to 
give a better idea of what 
he’s offering.

“He called back this 
week and said he’s going to 
be in Marion County and 
surrounding counties, and 
he would like to have one 
mile to spray for free in 
Washington County,” said 
Washington County Judge-
Executive John Settles. “He 
wants to show the court 
what he can do.”

The court decided unani-
mously to approve the free 
trial, with the location 
of the one-mile area to be 
determined by Mann.

The six-month review 
period for road department 
employee Shawn Clark will 
end on April 25, and the 
court decided to approve 
him for full employment 

Jolie Pearson, right, 2, from Charlestown, Ind., played with Lisa Dean, left, of Mackville, before a Mackville Boosters meeting recently at the Mackville
Community Center.
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Mackville Community 
Center a hub for activity
By Jesse Osbourne

Sun Editor

From Mackville 
Booster meetings to fami-
ly reunions and weddings, 
the Mackville Community 
Center is the heart of the 
city.

It’s also home to the 
Mackville Hall of Fame. 

The names and faces 
that grace the Hall of 
Fame are people with 
roots in Mackville that 
achieved greatness in some 
form or another. 

Included on the wall  
are several retired teach-
ers, professors, military 
personnel, a pharmacist, 
a former newspaper col-
umnist, bank presidents, a 
former newspaper owner, 
editor and publisher, two 
judge-executives - one 
former and one current 
- a long-time mayor of 
Mackville and a scientist 
that worked closely with 

internationally-known 
astronomer Carl Sagan. 

Mackville is not short 
on history, or notable citi-
zens.

It’s taken a fight to pre-
serve the history of the 
town, though. 

Billie Ann Riley, 
a 2008 inductee into 
the Mackville Hall of 
Fame, said Mackville 
Community Development 
bought the old school 
building after receiving a 
$320,000 grant from the 
state. 

“We never borrowed a 
penny on the building,” 
she said. “We never bor-
rowed a penny for any-
thing.”

The community was 
helpful in painting, 
papering, laying carpet 
and many other aspects of 
the renovation. 

The goal, she said, was 
to make it a true commu-
nity center. 

So far, it has drawn a 

variety of events. 
“Lions Club meets 

here and family reunions, 
birthday parties, showers,” 
she said. “We’ve had one 
wedding. We’ve had sever-
al receptions. One funeral. 
The walking trail is really 
used in the summer time. 
That’s a big plus.”

The building is also 
home to a certified kitch-
en.

“That means that you’d 
have to take training, go 
to classes and then you 
could come here and make 
jams and jellies, sauce 
or whatever, and sell it,” 
Riley said. 

The building also holds 
two rooms of history, local 
and national.

The Lula B. Sweeny 
Historical Literature 
Museum features a piano 
and pictures of countless 
people that went to school 
in the building. There 
are also pictures of for-
mer principals, including 

Otho Gaffin, a long-time 
principal at the Mackville 
school and a 2007 inductee 
into the Hall of Fame. 

The museum is a his-
tory of the school and 
Mackville, essentially. 

The Americana room, 
just next door to the muse-
um, contains American 
history artifacts that peo-
ple have donated. 

It features newspaper 
clippings, flags from the 
WWII era and portraits 
of presidents. 

Riley said there was a 
great service held at the 
community center after 
9/11. There was also a spe-
cial service after Justin 
Hatchett was injured in a 
farming accident. 

Jeannie Hatchett, a 
Mackville Booster, among 
other things in the com-
munity, said 200 to 250 
people came to the event, 
no small feat for a town 
with roughly the same 
number of residents. 

People came from all
over, she said. 

Just down the hall,
there’s also a tree of
plaques that honors any-
one that has given dona-
tions for the community
center. 

Some of the plaques
honor the memory of
someone else. 

There’s still need for
support, though, accord-
ing to Riley.

“We still need commu-
nity support and we would
like to have more events
county-wide out here,” she
said. 

The center is host to a
laundry list of events and
fundraisers already.

There’s an alumni
school dinner, a Christmas
dinner and show, a back-to-
school bash, bereavement
dinners, a farm safety day,
an eighth-grade dance, a
tractor pull, a horse pull,

Carroll Kelly was recently honored by the Springfield-Washington County Chamber of 
Commerce.
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Preserving history a lifelong mission
By Brandon Mattingly

Sun Staff Writer

The latest recipient 
of the lifetime achieve-
ment award presented by 
the Washington County 
Chamber of Commerce 
is a lifelong resident of 
Washington County and 
has been dedicated to pre-
serving the county’s his-
tory.

Attorney Carroll 
Kelly is the president of 
the Washington County 
Historical Society, and 
his contributions include 
sections of the his-
tory book marking the 
county’s bicentennial in 
1992 and assistance with 
Springfield’s upcoming 
Abraham Lincoln muse-
um.

Kelly said his inter-
est in history was passed 

down from his father, who 
had done a lot of research 
on their family’s history. 
Kelly expanded that idea 
to encompass the history of 
the entire county, particu-
larly the Lincoln family.

“I’ve had a passion 
for history all my life,” 
Kelly said. “We own some 
of the land that formerly 
belonged to various mem-
bers of the Lincoln family, 
so that got me interested 
in the Lincoln history.”

In fact, Kelly has spear-
headed a project to recre-
ate a map of the county 
as property lines existed 
around 1800. The map 
shows the area around 
present-day Lincoln Park 
and Pleasant Grove, the 
region occupied by many 
members of the Lincoln 
family.
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