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Explosion
damages
headhouse

workmen have begun repairs
on a coal tipple damaged by an
explosion late Tuesday at the
Millstone mine of South-Ea- st

Coal Co.
The blast destroyed the head-hou- se

of the tipple while the
mine was in operation about
5:20 p. m. Tuesday.

Origin of the blast was not def-

initely established, but company
officials believe some former
company employee may have
thrown a case of dynamite into
the structure.

The mine and others operated
by the companyhave been pick-
eted for several months, since
the company cancelled its- - con-

tract with the United Mine Work-

ers of America and began ope-

rating the mines with non-u- ni on
employees.

Fire which followed the ex-

plosion Tuesday raged for about
four hours. It was fought by the
Whitesburg VFW Fire Department
and the Neon Volunteer Fire De-

partment. The area was still
smoldering 24 hours later.

No employees-- were near the
headhouse when the blast oc-
curred, but two men had dumped
coal there and returned inside
the mine only a short time ear-
lier.

Guards employed by the com-

pany were to have gone on duty is
a short time after the blast.
They reportedly were in the mine
office when the headhouse ex-

ploded.
Harry LaViers, president of

South-Eas- t, said the equipment
should be repaired and the mine
back in operation in about two
weeks. Meanwhile, South-Ea- st

continued to run coal at its Pol-

ly and Big Chief mines, located
elsewhere in Letcher County.

The company is offering a re-

ward of $2, 500 in connection
with Tuesday's blast.

Stallard to run again
Circuit Clerk W. L. Stallard

said today he will run for re-

election.
Stallard said he would issue a

formal statement later.
He is a Republican.

Ida dt ui
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Burke

and Mr. Bronston Burke spent the
week-en- d of Jan. 20th at home
with Mr. and Mrs. Emmett
Fields.

Burke Fields, University of
South Carolina, spent his between
semesters vacation in Glennville,
Ga., where he was the house
guest ofMiss Ann DeTreville and
Mrs. A. L. DeTreville.

Mr. and Mrs. Emmett Fields
and Mr. Burke Fields recently
enjoyed a family reunion with
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Burke and
Miss Leigh Burke in Lexington.
The Burkes live at Stroudsburg,
Perm.

Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Hall
spent last week end with' their
children in Lexington and Loui-
sville. Charles Blaine and his
wife, the former Juda Holbrook,
are students at the University of
Kentucky. vMrs. Ronnie Cain,
the former Phyllis Hall, and her
husband and two children, Ronda
Ann and Ronnie II, live in Loui-
sville. The Halls attended the
Louisville Invitational basketball

MOUNT EA61E
Whitesburg, Letcher
Judge Hays ill

The ending of the January term
of Letcher Circuit Court has been
postponed until next week be-

cause of the illness of Circuit
Judge J. L. Hays.

Judge Hays has been suffering
with pneumonia at his home
here out was reported somewhat
improved today.

His illness caused the postpone-
ment of several hearings, includ-
ing one in the case against Ray
Collins, whose membership on
the Letcher County school board,
Is being challenged.

Berry (arms

needed
Farmers in the nine county area

of Presbonsburg will lose the pro-
cessing plant there unless at least
200 acres of strawberries are set
this spring. The processing plant
operated last year will be forced
to move unless a greater volume
of berries are received, accord-
ing to Jim K. Kendrick, County
Agent.

A farmer can realize as much
money from strawberries as he
can from Burley tobacco. Last
season the average price for
strawberries at the plant was $4.50
per crate. You do not have to
grade the berries or buy crates or
cups. Crates and cups are on a
loan basis from the plant.

The Sears, Roebuck Foundation
sponsoring a 4-- H strawberry

project whereby they will buy
the fertilizer and buy the plants
for a 4--H boy or girl and let them
pay for the plants the first bear-
ing year after plants are set out,
providing the parents of the boys
and girls will buy and set out an
equal amount of plants.

With modem techniques of using
chemical weed control the pro-
blem of controlling grasses and
weeds are no lm ger a problem
in growing strawberries.

Expenses for putting out an acre
of strawberries including plants,
fertilizer and straw - but not la-

bor - will cost approximatley
$147.. If a person can get
average to above average yield
he can expect to receive ap-

proximately $1, 163. 00 labor in-

come from an acre of straw-
berries.

I would strongly recommend
strawberries for a large family
who is willing to work and

on Page '12)

Wlutabu
tournament and saw the Carr
Creek-Sene- ca game.

Mr. and Mb. Charles Blaine
Hall are the 'parents of a son,
bom Jan. 30. He has been
named Gregory McKinley Hall.
The maternal grandparents are
Mr. and Mrs. Rufus Holbrook.

Mrs. Kenneth Frye has returned
home after a visit with her
daughter, Mrs. Harry CaudilL

Dr. and Mrs. Clayton Bennett
and family have returned from a
week's stay in Washington, D. C.

Judge J. L. Hays is ill at his
home.

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Ammer-ma- n

entertained the Whitesburg
Garden Club at their home for
the club's January meeting.

Mr, and Mrs. Floyd Mercer
have returned from a vacation
in Miami, Fla.

Herman Hale is vacationing
in Florida for two. weeks.

Mr. and Mrs. Roland Price,
formerly of Whitesburg, are
spending several weeks in Flor-

ida.
(Continued on Page 12)
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Fifteen
will plan
cleanup
Mrs. Archie Craft of Whites-

burg and a committee of 15 per-
sons will head a clean-u- p cam-
paign to be conducted through-
out Letcher County.

Mrs. Craft was chosen unani-
mously to head the drive at a
dinner meeting Tuesday night.
She then named her committee,
which includes:

Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Blake and
W. R. Jordan, Jenkins; Powell
Walker and two persons yet to
be named from Neon; Ray Back,
Tom Dixon and Mrs. Lundy Ad-

ams, Blackey;Mrs. Paul Vermil-
lion, Sanford Adams and Cossie
Quillen, Whitesburg, and Judge
James M. Caudill, Charlie Hall
and George Willie Webb, from
the county at large. Hall is a
health department sanitarian and
Webb is a state highway depart-
ment employee.

Members of Letcher Fiscal
Court also will be asked to serve.

The committee will meet at
Craft Funeral Home Feb. 18 to
discuss proposed clean-u- p pro-
jects. Then March 5 it will
meet with Mrs. Connie Quinn,
Frankfort, a state employee as-

signed to help communities with
clean-a- p activities.

Mrs. Quinn and Robert Mont-
gomery, assistant commissioner
of conservation, were here for
the meeting Tuesday, along with
representatives ofthe State High-
way Department, State Health
Department, Division ofPlanning
ana Zoning and State Police.

Mrs. Quinn said that littering
is one of Kentucky's biggest
problems. She commentedtnat
neither tourists nor industry will
come to an area that is not clean
and attractive.

Montgomery pointed out that
many communities in Kentucky
have very poorly kept public
buildings and urged that school
buildings be maintained so they
are assets to the community ana
that counties provide adequate
facilities for dumping garbage.

VFW members finish
demolition course

Four members of the Whites-
burg Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post have completed an Army
course and qualified as instruc-
tors on demolition of conven-
tional and nuclear type bombs,
and the after-effec- ts of nuclear
fallout.

They will be part of a team to
work in the Whitesburg area In
case of nuclear attack.

The four are Burl Combs, Leon
Adams, Lovell Williams and Bill
Huskisson.

Rabid fox
Neon residents killed a rabid

fox in downtown Neon early this
week, and city officials prompt-
ly declared a quarantine on all
dogs in the area.

'Mayor Nicey Hazen said the
fox is known to have bitten only
one dog, which had had rabies
shots only three months ago.
But, he said, the fox possibly
could have bitten other dogs ana
therefore all must be kept under
quarantine until the danger per-
iod has passed.

Hazen said city police will
shoot any dog found loose.

Rabies, also known as hydro-
phobia, can be prevented by
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Fleming --Neon will
vote on

The city councils of the cities
of Neon and Fleming gave first
reading and preliminary passage
this week to ordinances which
would permit merger bf the two
towns.

Neon Mayor Nicey Hazen- - said
that when the ordinances receive
final approval, the question of
joining the towns - will be sub-

mitted to a vote of residents,
probably in the May primary.

Hazen said the merger would
give the new town a population
of about 1,500, only slightly
less than that of Whitesburg.

If residents ofMcRoberts want
to join the new town, he said,
their property could be annexed.

RABIES CLINIC SET

Fritz Maggard will vaccinate
dogs in Neon Saturday, Mayor
Nicey Hazen said today.

Hazen said the time and place
were not yet definite.

The vaccinations will protect
dogs against rabies.

A rabid fox was killed in Neon
this week. (See story below. )

Currier & Ives
prints shown
The Jenkins Public Library will

exhibit a collection of original
Currier & Ives prints from now
until Feb. 23.

The . collection Is owned by
an insurance firm.

The library and the exhibit will
be open from 1 to 5 p. m. Mon-

day through Friday, from 10 a.
m. to 5 p. m. on Saturday and
from 1 to 5 p. m. on Sunday
and 6 to 9 p. m. on Monday.

The second in a series of dis-

cussions of "Brave New World, "

a novel by Aldous Huxley, will
be held Monday, March 4, at
the Letcher County Public Li-

brary.
The discussions are led by the

Rev. Charles Hansel of Neon.
He said new members of the
group would be welcome at the
March meeting and would be
able to participate in the session.

About 20 women, all from
Whitesburg, attended the first
meeting Monday night.

The library will be open each
Monday night from 7 to 9 p. m.
The night hours were recently
established by the county library
board; previously the library had
remained open only on week-da- y

afternoons and all day Saturday.
The night hours are in addition
to the previous schedule.

vaccination but is always fatal
once the disease is contracted.
It is transferred by the saliva of
infected animals. It is one of
the most horrible deaths known
to humans.

The increasing frequency of
rabies in Eastern Kentucky is
causing health authorities con-
siderable concern, for while do-

mestic animals can be vaccinat-
ed against the disease there is no
way to vaccinate the wild ani-
mals or the increasing numher of
wild dogs in the mountains.

State law requires each county
to have a dog warden and a dog
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merger
McRoberts is unincorporated.

ine election requires only, a
simple majority, ox- - one over
50per cent.

The merger is the outgrowth
of an effort of both 'towns to ob-

tain adequate sewer ami wafer
systems.

Annexation ofMcRoberts would
give the new town a popUlatioa
of about 3, 0004 .Msyo Hazen
said. ... .

.
If you'll sigri !em, .
we'll print 'em

Doing the past few Weeks The
Eagle has received several letters
for publication in the "Letters to
the Editor" column which have
not been signed. ' .

Several of them were excellent
letters, and we would like to
use them, but we cannot do so
without signatures. We 'do not
have to reveal the name of the
writer and won't if requested to
keep it in confidence, but we
feel that if We're going to stick
our necks to print the letters, it.
is only fair that the writers stick
theirs out far enough for us to see
them.

We welcome letters, but they
must he signed. "

PTA meets Tuesday
The Whitesburg Parent-Teach- er

Association will meet at 7:30
p. m. Tuesday in the Grade
School Auditorium.

Girl Scouts led by Mrs. Gurthar
Boatwright will present a Foun-
ders Day program.

Refreshments will be served at
the March book discussion.

The Jenkins Public Library is,
conducting a discussion of Ken-
tucky and Southern Appalachian
literature. The group meets.on
the second and fourth Thursdays
of each month at 7:30 p. m. at
the library. Mr. Hansel leads
these discussions also. Several
regional authors are expected to
attend some of the sessions.

Next Thursday, Feb. 14, Miss
Stella Elkins ofPikeville College
will review, "The Selfish and
the Strong, " an account of the
Civil War in Eastern Kentucky,
for the group.

At its January 24 session, the,
group heard Don Amburgey, re-

gional librarian for Letcher
County, discuss his associations
with. James Still of Hindman, a
noted Kentucky author.

pound to enforce the law requir-

ing vaccinations against rabies,
and sale of licenses for dogs, but
Letcher County makes no effort
to comply.

A reader reported to the Moun-
tain Eagle last week that he had
been unable to buy a license fqr
his dog in Letcher County, be-

cause there are none for sale.
In most counties," sheriffs are re-

sponsible for sale of the tags,
but the local sheriffs office said
it never has received any.

State law permits the killing of
any unlicensed dog away from
its home.

Book groups meet

killed in Neon


