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The Fayette County Public Schools should 
expand the School for the Creative and Per-
forming Arts to accommodate more students 
and take other steps to expose students across 
the district to all arts disciplines, a new report 
recommends.

The report, submitted to the Fayette 
County Board of Education Monday night as 
an information item, lists broad outlines for 
boosting arts education for all students, for 
students especially interested in the arts, and 
for students who are gifted or have career as-
pirations in the arts.

MORE ARTS URGED FOR ALL STUDENTS

Report 
calls for 
SCAPA 

expansion
By Jim Warren

jwarren@herald-leader.com

See SCAPA, A2
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Single-family 
residences

Duplexes
Condos/

townhomes

Number sold:
2011: 3,031

2012: 3,549

Median sales price:
2011:

$159,200
2012:

$165,000

Number sold:
2011: 106
2012: 108

Number sold:
2011: 389
2012: 456

Foreclosures

Residential:
2011: 495
2012: 863

Building 
permits
Commercial:

2011: 515
2012: 477

Combined 
residential sales

2011: 3,526
2012: 4,113

Includes single-family residences, 
condos/townhomes and duplexes. 

(See below for breakdown)

+17%

+17%

+4%
+74% -7%

+17% +2% 

Residential 
building permits

Existing homes:
2011: 1,065
2012: 1,081

b

+2% +27%

New townhomes/condos:
2011: 95

2012: 191

New town

Dec.Nov.Oct.Sept.Aug.JulyJuneMayAprilMarchFeb.Jan.

SCOTT SLOAN and CHRIS WARE | STAFFSales numbers may increase slightly in the future due to the state’s deed-recording process.
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257

168
2011 combined 

residential sales

2012 combined 
residential sales

271

Lexington home sales 
jump 17 percent in 2012

Residential 
building permits

Residential 
building permits

New single-family homes:
2011: 453
2012: 576 +101%

A new home 
was under 
construc-
tion near 
Man o’ War 
Boulevard 
and Winthrop 
Drive. Build-
ing permits 
for new 
homes were 
up 27 percent 
last year.

PABLO ALCALÁ | 
palcala@herald-

leader.com

Since the recession that began in 2007, 
Lexington’s housing market has been seek-
ing a bottom from which to build. The market 
found it in 2012.

Last year marked the first time since the 
mid-2000s that home sales grew compared to 
the year before, according to data released re-
cently by the Fayette County Property Valua-
tion Administrator’s office.

“That should be considered very encourag-
ing,” PVA David O’Neill said.

That growth combined with similar results 
for other economic indicators, including build-
ing permits, suggests that Lexington is rising 
from the doldrums, observers say.

Home sales
Residential sales in 2012 grew 17 percent 

compared to 2011, according to the PVA’s of-
fice, and the growth is expected to continue 
as interest rates remain at historic lows.

“There’s just a lot of bright spots out there 
for the real estate industry,” said Al Blevins, 
president of the Lexington-Bluegrass Associa-
tion of Realtors. 

The group has seen increased appoint-
ments and website traffic already in 2013, he 
said.

“We’re anticipating a good year, and al-
ready a lot of agents are out spending their 
weekends showing homes and writing offers,” 
Blevins said.

But Tim Haymaker, owner of Haymaker 
Development, urged caution. 

“I hate to be a naysayer, but you have to 
be clearly honest with all of these numbers,” 
he said. “They’re down so low now that this 
percentage growth seems greater.”

Haymaker said he’s concerned that po-
tential homeowners continue to have trouble 

HOUSING 
TURNS 

CORNER 
IN 2012

GROWTH ‘VERY ENCOURAGING,’ 
FAYETTE COUNTY PVA SAYS

By Scott Sloan
ssloan@herald-leader.com

See HOME SALES, A2

WASHINGTON — Sens. 
Marco Rubio’s and Rand 
Paul’s delivery of back-to-back 
rebuttals of President Barack 
Obama’s State of the Union 
speech to Congress — Rubio 
as the Republican response, 
Paul as the Tea Party rejoin-
der — raises some tantalizing 
questions:

With Rubio being stamped 

KY. SENATOR DOESN’T SEE RIVALRY

Speeches signal 
Rubio, Paul as 

2016 contenders

By James Rosen
McClatchy Newspapers

Rand Paul 
said he won’t 

decide whether 
to run for 

president until 
2014.

See TEA PARTY, A2
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at Eagle Creek Tack
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More people choose Saint
Joseph Heart Institute
because we have the most
experience in heart care.
That’s why we treat more
hearts than anyone in
Lexington. Give your heart
the best.

We treat more
hearts than

anyone in Lexington.

SaintJosephHeartInstitute.org

Steve, 68
Coronary Angioplasty


