
BOCA RATON, Fla. (AP)
— eir debates now his-
tory, President Barack
Obama and Republican Mitt
Romney today open a two-
week sprint to Election Day
powered by adrenaline, a
boatload of campaign cash
and a determination to
reach Nov. 6 with no would-
have, should-have regrets in
their neck-and-neck fight to
the finish.

From here, the candi-
dates will vastly accelerate
their travel, ad spending and
grass-roots mobilizing in a
race that’s likely to cost up-
ward of $2 billion by the
time it all ends.

Obama’s campaign re-
leased a 20-page booklet
called the “Blueprint for
America’s Future” today to
promote a second term
agenda, responding to Re-
publican criticism that the
president has not clearly ar-
ticulated a plan for the next
four years.

e campaign was print-
ing 3.5 million copies of the
plan, which were being dis-
tributed at campaign events
and field offices across the
country, aiming to outline
proposals Obama has dis-
cussed to improve educa-
tion, boost manufacturing
jobs, enhance U.S.-made
energy, reduce the federal
deficit and raise taxes on the
wealthy.

e plan was part of a
closing argument to voters
pitched in a new 60-second
television advertisement re-
leased following the final
debate. In the ad, Obama
speaks directly to the cam-
era about his plans for a sec-
ond term and touts

economic gains.
“We’re not there yet,”

Obama says in the ad, “but
we’ve made real progress
and the last thing we should
do is turn back now.” e ad
will air in the nine states
whose electoral votes are
still considered up for grabs
— New Hampshire, Virginia,
North Carolina, Florida,
Ohio, Wisconsin, Iowa, Ne-
vada and Colorado.

No surprise then, that
Obama campaigns today in
Florida and Ohio while
Romney heads West to Ne-
vada and Colorado.

Asked today whether the
race comes down to Ohio,
Virginia and Florida as some
observers have suggested,
Vice President Joe Biden de-
scribed the three as “criti-
cally important.” He
predicted victory in Ohio
and Florida — without men-
tioning Virginia.

“Look, this is going to be
close,” Biden said in an ap-
pearance on NBC’s “Today”
show. “We always knew at
the end of the day this was
going to be a close race, no
matter who the Republicans
nominated.”

Neither candidate scored
a knockout punch in their
third and last debate Mon-
day, as both men reined in
the confrontational sniping
that had marked their last
testy encounter. e topic
was foreign policy, and
Romney went in to the de-
bate with a key piece of ad-
vice from his aides: talk
about peace in an appeal to
independent voters, partic-
ularly women, who are
weary of more than a
decade of war. “I want to see

peace,” Romney said in his
closing argument.

For guidance during de-
bate preparation, aides
looked to the first debate be-
tween Ronald Reagan and
then-President Jimmy
Carter. “Our first priority
must be world peace, and
that use of force is always
and only a last resort, when
everything else has failed,”
Reagan said when asked
how he differed from Carter
on how America should ex-
ercise its military power.

Aides also encouraged
Romney to try not to take
the bait they were sure
Obama would offer in the

form of sharp attacks or dis-
tortions of Romney’s record.
ey said they worried
about Romney’s tendency to
veer off track when attacked
— and worried he would be
prone to making a mistake if
he did so in an area like for-
eign policy, where he is far-
ther out of his comfort zone.
Unlike previous debates,
Romney did allow some of
Obama’s criticism to go
unanswered.

Romney’s campaign pro-
duced a new television com-
mercial overnight using
footage from the debate of
the GOP nominee lecturing
Obama for going on an

“apology tour” of Middle
East nations while never vis-
iting Israel as president.

With 270 electoral votes
needed for victory, Obama
at this point appears on
track to win 237 while Rom-
ney appears to have 191. e
other 110 are in the hotly
contested battleground
states.

The candidates’ strate-
gies for getting to 270 are
implicit in their itineraries
for the next two weeks and
in their spending on cam-
paign ads.

Obama and his Demo-
cratic allies already have
placed $47 million in ad

spending across battle-
grounds in the campaign’s
final weeks, while Romney
and the independent
groups supporting his can-
didacy have purchased $53
million, significantly up-
ping their buys in Florida,
Ohio and Virginia. And
both sides are expected to
pad their totals.

After Obama and Biden
campaign together in Ohio
today, the president splits
off on what his campaign is
describing as a two-day
“around-the-clock” blitz to
six more battleground
states. He’ll be in constant
motion — making voter
calls and sleeping aboard
Air Force One as he flies
overnight Wednesday from
Nevada to Tampa, Fla.

e vice president is mid-
way through a three-day
tour of uber-battleground
Ohio, and Obama’s team
contends its best way of en-
suring victory is a win there.
e campaign says internal
polling gives Obama a lead
in the Midwestern battle-
ground state, in large part
because of the popularity of
the president’s bailout of the
auto industry.

But even if Obama loses
Ohio, his campaign sees an-
other pathway to the presi-
dency by nailing New
Hampshire, Iowa, Wiscon-
sin, Nevada and Colorado.

Romney and running
mate Paul Ryan are picking
up the pace of their cam-
paigning as well, and their
schedule reflects an overar-
ching strategy to drive up
GOP vote totals in areas al-
ready friendly to the Repub-
lican nominee.
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binding and a “guiding light
for cities going forward.”

Louis, Dexter and Com-
missioner Ryan Mont-
gomery all briefly discussed
the potential ramifications
for other cities in Kentucky if
Danville does not appeal the
ruling to Boyle Circuit
Court.

“If this is the law, my ad-
vice is that the city never
again buy property via auc-
tion,” Dexter said.

e city attorney said he
has spoken to attorneys and
city officials from Bowling
Green, Louisville and other
cities that are concerned the
attorney general’s decision
will have a significant im-
pact on the ability for
elected officials to give the
city manager direction dur-
ing executive sessions.

Dexter acknowledged
that in the past, city officials
probably have discussed
matters in executive session
that could have been pub-
licly discussed. He told com-
missioners they will need to
at least temporarily change
how they conduct business
in closed session.

“I don’t see a need to go
into executive session over
routine personnel matters,”
Dexter said.

Commissioner J.H. Atkins
said, “In two years, we’ve
probably been in executive
session more than open ses-
sion.” 

As Atkins made that state-

ment, Mayor Bernie Hun-
stad shook his head in dis-
agreement.

During the public com-
ments portion of the meet-
ing, resident Gordon Howe
drew the mayor’s ire by ask-
ing Dexter and other city of-
ficials several questions
about how they handled the
purchase of the BISCO
building. If commissioners
did not take a vote during a
July 23 executive session,
then who authorized VIP
Realty co-owner Nina Kirk-
land — also the boss of Hun-
stad’s wife Susan — to bid at
the Aug. 10 auction, Howe
asked.

“Was it osmosis or ESP?”
Howe said. “Maybe she had
a vision from the angel of
maintenance buildings?
Who’s kidding who here?”

Howe also asked if Dexter
had been in discussions
with officials from other ju-
risdictions about how they
handled property purchases
before the disputed execu-
tive session of July 23. e
mayor interrupted.

“is isn’t an interroga-
tion of the city attorney,”
Hunstad said.

Howe said, “He’s part of
the problem.”

“You’re not going to be al-
lowed to interrogate the city
attorney,” Hunstad said.

Howe said, “What is the
truth?”

Soon after the mayor re-
peated his opinion that the
public comments portion of
the meeting is not for ques-

tioning city officials, Howe
returned to his seat in the
audience. A few minutes
later, Howe asked to once
again speak. Hunstad ini-
tially denied his request,
stating there was a motion
on the floor to close the
meeting. Howe shouted
from the audience, “Silence
the people.” Hunstad agreed
to let Howe return to the
podium.

Howe asked Dexter on
what date city officials cut
the down payment check for
the BISCO purchase. 

Dexter said the check was
cut on the day of the auc-
tion. e check, issued three
days before commissioners
voted in open session to ap-
prove the BISCO building
purchase, was for the
amount of $123,750, accord-
ing to information obtained
under an open records re-
quest.

e meeting closed with-
out further discussion, and
there was no executive ses-
sion.

ing, only about 60 percent of
those admitted into the
academy successfully com-
plete the program, Scott
said.

“It is a lot of work,” Ball
said outside the meeting.
“But I did it to become a bet-
ter leader and to make the
fire department better.”

e fire chief is deter-
mined to continue his edu-
cation in and outside of
Danville. He currently is tak-
ing a graduate-level online
course in organizational
analysis with Stanford Uni-
versity in California. Ball
hopes to complete a gradu-
ate degree in homeland se-
curity as well as learn more
Chinese and Spanish lan-
guage skills.

“If you know Woody, he
never rests and will do any-

thing to make this commu-
nity a better place to live,”
Scott said.

City officials including
Police Capt. James Monroe,
also lauded police officer
Ricky Sellers. e Boyle
County chapter of the Ken-
tucky Retired Teachers As-
sociation recently honored
Sellers, handler of the de-
partment’s K9 unit, with an
award for distinguished
service.

“Ricky, by far, is our best
officer when dealing with
drugs and the narcotics
community,” Monroe said.

Mayor Bernie Hunstad
thanked Ball, Monroe, Scott
and other city officials for
their hard work during the
recent vice-presidential de-
bate at Centre College.

“It  was just a great public
appearance for our city,”
Hunstad said.

“at ability may not always
be present, so what we did
was make a small invest-
ment today so in the future
that funding will always be
in place for the park. We
know these same needs
exist in every county, and
that’s why the four of us have
recognized the importance
of the county endowment.”

Stephen Dexter, a
Danville attorney and foun-
dation vice chairman, said
advisory committees are
being formed for each
county. 

Boyle Judge-Executive
Harold McKinney said he
hopes a local foundation
will help maintain Constitu-
tion Square Park, which the
state turned over to the
county last year. His Mercer
County counterpart, Judge-
Executive Milward Dedman,
said that county’s funds
might go to help fund things
like the Ragged Edge e-
ater in Harrodsburg.

“We know the county can
only do so much,” Dedman
said.

e countywide concept
has caught on quickly in
Mercer, where Chiericozzi
and his wife Barbara put up
$10,000 of their own money
and promised to match
$5,000 contributions over
the next five years. e plan
was to begin using interest
from endowment — typi-
cally 5-7 percent annually —
once it reached $100,000.

Dedman said that time is
fast approaching, as the
fund has grown quickly to
about $83,000.

e foundation as a
whole primarily has taken
large donations from indi-
viduals or families, who can
get a 20-percent state tax
credit against any tax liabil-
ity. 

rough the state’s
Endow Kentucky initiative,
Dexter said contributions up
to $50,000 in a year are eligi-
ble for up to $10,000 in tax
credits in a single year, with

any unused portion of the
credit available for up to five
years.

McKinney noted statistics
from a study on the transfer
of wealth from generation to
generation that found $400
million would be passed
down over the next 10 years
in Boyle County alone. If
only 5 percent of that were
captured, it would make a
$20 million endowment ca-
pable of yielding $1 million
a year in funds for the
county.

Organizers also hope
people will see the value in
making smaller donations.
e county foundations will
be set up to take contribu-
tions as large or small as
someone wants to make,
Dexter said.

SO YOU KNOW
Anyone who wants more infor-

mation about the Wilderness
Trace Community Foundation,
county endowments or the ACTS
program should contact Pete
Chiericozzi at (859) 325-3869.
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Obama, Romney pumped for dash to the finish

AP Photo

Former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney, left, and President Barack Obama shake hands at the end of
the last presidential debate Monday at Lynn University in Boca Raton, Fla. 


