
FRANKFORT — Both 
southbound lanes of 
Interstate 75 have been shut 
down indefinitely across the 
Tennessee border because of 
the collapse of the underlying 
embankment.

The Tennessee 
Department of Transportation 
reports that earth under the 
interstate has continued to 
move since the collapse was 
discovered on Thursday. 
To ensure the safety of the 
motoring public, traffic on I-75 
southbound will be detoured 
until the interstate can be 
repaired, according to a press 
release from the Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet.

Effective immediately, 
I-75 South is closed at mile 
marker 160. Detour routes 
are as follows:

Exit 160 in Jellico, Tenn.,: 
Turn left to follow U.S. 25W 
to LaFollette, then back to I-75 
South at Exit 134 in Caryville.

Wide loads: Exit 160 in 
Jellico. Turn right to follow 
State Route 297 West to State 
Route 63, then back to I-75 
South at Exit 141.

Detour signs and portable 
message boards have been 
placed at various locations. 
Motorists are advised to 
use caution when traveling 
through this area and expect 
delays.

Once a repair plan is 
finalized, the transportation 
department will solicit 
contract bids and initiate a 
project to repair the interstate.

More information is 
available at www.tn.gov/
tdot/tdotsmartway or by 
calling 877-244-0065. Traffic 
alerts are available via TDOT 
Twitter feeds, including 
statewide traffic tweets. Smart 
phone users can access 
TDOT SmartWay Mobile 
at http://m.tdot.tn.gov/
SmartWay/.

Group stages rally for 
felon voting rights

BY KATHERAN WASSON
THE STATE JOURNAL

Former felons and activists 
filled the Capitol Thursday 
to urge Senate lawmakers 
to vote on a bill that would 
restore voting rights to 
thousands of Kentuckians.

House Bill 70 would 
reinstate a convicted felon’s 
right to vote after serving 
his or her sentence. The bill 
would put the issue on the 
November ballot in the form 
of a proposed constitutional 
amendment.

People convicted of 
treason, intentional killing, a 
sex crime or bribery would 
be excluded. They could still 
seek a pardon or restoration 
of civil rights from the 
governor.

Rep. Jesse Crenshaw, 
a Lexington Democrat, is 
sponsoring the legislation.

The bill cleared the House 
with a 78-18 vote on Feb. 16. 
It has been assigned to the 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
for consideration, but so far 
hasn’t had a hearing.

Members of Kentuckians 
for the Commonwealth — 
the advocacy group that 
organized Thursday’s rally 
— said the legislation has a 
chance at passage this year.

They say they are 
encouraged because the 
bill has been assigned to a 
different committee than 
in the past, headed by a 
chairman who has expressed 
support for it.

The organization estimates 
that 128,775 people in 
Kentucky have served their 
sentences but are not allowed 
to vote.

James Snyder, a 
former felon who lives in 
Georgetown, said he turned 
his life around and earned a 
bachelor’s degree after being 
released 14 years ago.

Neither of his two 
felony crimes happened in 
Kentucky, he said. But when 
he moved here to care for an 
ill family member, he lost the 
right to vote.

Organizers said Kentucky 
is one of the four most 
restrictive states when it 
comes to restoring felons’ 
voting rights, requiring at 
least a partial pardon from the 
governor.

“I can vote where I was 
convicted, I can vote in every 
surrounding state,” he told 
the crowd gathered in the 
rotunda Thursday, likening 
the situation to taxation 
without representation.

“I should have a voice, and 
I should have a vote.”

West Liberty newspaper 
rises from rubble
BY JANET PATTON

LEXINGTON HERALD-LEADER
Like any good 

newspaperman, Earl Kinner 
is used to finding news. On 
March 2, the news found him.

Kinner, the owner and 
publisher of the 112-year-old 
Licking Valley Courier, sent 
last week’s edition to print 
Wednesday. The next day, he 
published and mailed out the 
Wolfe County News and the 
Elliott County News.

Last Friday, the paper’s 
staff left about 3 p.m., and 
he went home to his house 
across the street from the 
paper’s offices in downtown 
West Liberty.

By 6:30 p.m., both house 
and paper were gone. Kinner 
made it into his basement, 
and the house fell down 
around him, said Matt Hall, 
publisher of the Mount 
Sterling Advocate. “It took 
them about an hour to find 
him,” Hall said.

Kinner’s son Greg and 
his family live nearby. Their 
house also was damaged, but 
they were unharmed, Hall 
said. Kinner’s grandchildren 
apparently also helped pull a 
neighbor out of the rubble of 
her house.

The nearby newspaper 
building is standing, but that’s 
about the best thing that can 
be said of it.

After Kinner was rescued, 
he stayed in a shelter. But 
the news-gathering itch of a 
lifelong newspaperman had 
to be scratched. He asked 
for a notebook and began 
interviewing fellow tornado 
survivors, said Miranda 
M. Cantrell, Licking Valley 
Courier reporter.

“I wasn’t at all surprised 

to hear he was doing that,” 
she said. “He told people, 
‘my paper’s coming back,’ ” 
Cantrell said.

With phone service still 
hit-or-miss in Morgan County, 
Kinner could not be reached 
Thursday for comment.

Meanwhile, Cantrell, who 
spent three days working in a 
shelter near her house, which 
was not damaged, had the 
same urge.

“So many people were 
asking questions. Where are 
the businesses going to go? 
... So when I came home, I 
started up a Facebook page 
for the newspaper,” Cantrell 
said.

The Licking Valley 
Courier went online Tuesday 
and began sharing funeral 
information, details on a 
public meeting Wednesday, 
where the bank and the 
health department opened up, 
and what’s open and where 
around West Liberty.

By Thursday, Cantrell’s 
Facebook page had more 
than 500 followers and was 
growing.

The page promises: “The 
LVC will be there to cover it 
when Morgan County rises 
again!”

“I didn’t really know what 
else to do to help,” she said. 
“People have said, ‘When 
we see that paper again, it 
will make us feel a whole lot 
better, that we still have that 
piece of the community.’”

Thursday, a day late but 
still a near-miracle, West 
Liberty had that piece back.

The Licking Valley Courier 
was printed by the Mount 
Sterling Advocate, with 
additional photos and stories 
from papers all over the 
region, including Morehead, 
Salyersville and Lexington.

And with Cantrell’s 
coverage of the tornado and 
the cleanup.

There wasn’t much 
advertising — all the region’s 
businesses are still trying to 
figure out how to reopen — 
but the paper managed to 
salvage its subscriber lists, so 
copies went out in the mail 
and to post office boxes and 
anywhere single copies can 
be sold.

And Cantrell was there to 
see the presses roll.

“It’s what we do,” she 
said. “It’s a calling. It’s our life 
and we want to do our part. 
And make people realize that 
what we have here is worth 
fighting for. People in Morgan 
County want to build back, 
better than ever.”

Abandoned Pike  
mines blow out

BY BRUCE JUSTICE
APPALACHIAN NEWS-EXPRESS 
Two major mine blowouts 

that occurred within hours 

of each other at opposite 
ends of Pike County have left 
some wondering whether the 
events were simply uncanny 
coincidences or an ominous 
warning of more like events 
to come.

Officials say the first 
blowout came around 4 p.m. 
Tuesday on Kentucky 468 
near the Hatfield Volunteer 
Fire Department building, 
with the second occurring 
around 1 a.m. Wednesday at 
Little Robinson Creek near 
Virgie.

No one was injured as a 
result of the blowouts, and 
little to no damage to nearby 
buildings or dwellings at 
either location was incurred, 
officials said.

However, water from the 
blowouts escaped into nearby 
streams, prompting warnings 
about potential dangers in 
drinking water supplies.

At Hatfield, what initially 
began as a slow and docile 
seepage quickly erupted into 
an avalanche of water and 
debris, sending a torrential 
muddy mixture to the road 
and surrounding area below.

“When I got here (the 
water) was just beginning to 
come out from the side of the 
hill … it was a few minutes 
after that, that the whole thing 
just blew out,” said Lawrence 
Dingess, Hatfield Volunteer 
Fire Department chief.

Dingess said he expected 
such an event would occur at 
some point and attempted to 
let state officials know of the 
danger. His concerns, he said, 
went unheeded.

“We knew this thing was 
going to happen; it was just 
a matter of time,” he said. 
“There’s been visible seepage 
for some time now. We 
contacted the mine people 
about it, but nothing was ever 
done.”

Some water made its way 
down to the fire department 
building, but because the 
elevation of the ground on 
which the building sits is 
higher than the adjacent 
roadway, the building 
suffered no damage, Dingess 
said.

Most of the water flowed 
across Kentucky 468 — 
temporarily shutting down 
that road to traffic — and 
into the nearby, already 
rain-swollen creek.

Pike County Emergency 
Management Director 
Doug Tackett said because 
black water was discharged 
from the blowout at Little 
Robinson Creek and ran 
into a nearby stream, the 
Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Resources 
was notified and that agency 
sent personnel to the scene 
to monitor the effects on fish 
and other wildlife.

Tackett said it is 

believed that the black 
water originated from the 
remnants of sludge that 
likely was pumped into a 
worked-out mine by a now 
defunct coal preparation plant 
that operated in the area 
in the 1960s, prior to laws 
prohibiting companies from 
pumping such material into 
the mountains.

The black water was 
discharged into a tributary 
of Shelby Creek, which 
converges with the Big Sandy 
River at Shelbiana, causing 
the waterways to run black 
and gray for a time Thursday.

“The blowout at Little 
Robinson Creek had water 
coming out of four different 
locations, with three of those 
having flowed into Robinson 
Creek,” he said. “The fourth 
one came out beside a mobile 
home, but didn’t really 
threaten that residence.

“The Robinson Creek 
blowout didn’t have as much 
water coming out of it as the 
one at Hatfield; however, it’s 
still likely to be a few days 
before it completely runs 
down,” Tackett continued. 
“But with the black water, 
there is always a threat to fish 
and wildlife, which is why we 
immediately contacted the 
fish and wildlife people.”

While it is unusual for 
two blowouts to occur within 
hours of one another, officials 
say the two events don’t 
necessarily portend additional 
events occurring in other 
places any time soon, nor 
does the timing necessarily 
rule them out.

Mark Meade, the 
acting director of Division 
of Abandoned Mines in 
Frankfort, believes the 
blowouts were more of a 
result of the time of year in 
which they occurred than 
anything else.

Earthslide closes I-75 across Tennessee border 
BY THE KENTUCKY PRESS 

NEWS SERVICE

A2 THE MESSENGER, Sunday, March 11, 2012

LOCAL/REGION/STATE

Through Time

Photo and information provided by The Historical  
Society of Hopkins County

This photo was taken in 1912 of Greenville Street in St. 
Charles. It was taken from just east of Buck Creek and 
looking west. The sign on the building on the right reads 
“St. Charles Post Office.” The building at the extreme left 
is Smith Chaney’s Barber Shop. In the early days, this was 
Buffalo Trace that led to Greenville.
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Troop 11, which is sponsored 
by First Baptist Church of 
Madisonville.

“A lot of people think 
bats attack people and bite 
people,” said Douglas Center, 
13, another Scout. “Really, 
they are beneficial. They 
eat insects and help the 
environment.”

Troop 11 embraced 
the conservation project, 
following a presentation by 
Hopkins County extension 
horticulturist Andy Rideout, 
who believes bats have 
unfairly gotten a bad 
reputation.

Contrary to popular 
belief, it’s rare for bats to 
transmit rabies to humans, 
according to Rideout. He 
said there have been only 
two documented cases in 
the nation during the past 50 
years where humans have 
contracted rabies from bats. 

Hollywood also hurts 
public perception of bats, 
he said, with movies that 
perpetuate the vampire 
legend.

“A bat can eat a thousand 

or more mosquitoes an 
hour, more than purple 
martins,” he said. “They 
also are probably the only 
insect consumer that works 
throughout the night. ... They 
provide many, many more 
benefits than negatives.”

Bats, which are 
threatened by a fungal 
disease called white nose 
syndrome, could use a little 
more public understanding.

The disease started in the 
state of New York, Rideout 
said, and threatens bats 
throughout the Midwest. 
Although humans cannot be 
infected by the disease, they 
can spread it by carrying the 
fungus on their shoes, he 
said.

“Several caves in Indiana 
and Kentucky, including 
some at state parks, are 
closed for public use,” he 
said. “... If you go in and pick 
up some of this fungus on 
your shoes and you have a 
bat population living in your 
woods, then you’re going to 
transmit the disease to that 
group as well.”

That’s where bat houses 

come into play. The narrow 
boxes can provide a safe, 
dark roosting place for bats 
during the daylight hours in 
urban areas where there are 
not enough trees for natural 
habitat.

Although there are 
about 15 species of bats in 
Kentucky, the houses will 
primarily attract small and 
large brown bats — the 
most prevalent species in the 
region.

Lowe’s donated lumber 
for the Scouts’ project, 
while Cumens Lumber Co. 
provided nails.

Troop Scoutmaster Duke 
Gaston and Jim Rush precut 
the lumber to the size needed 
to make the houses, which 
are approximately 12 inches 
by 17 inches.

A team of four Scouts 
assembled the structures, 
placing wire mesh and 
hammering in nails. Each 
house, which can provided 
a roosting place for up to 20 
bats from spring to fall, took 
about an hour to complete.

The Scouts plan to sell bat 
houses for $11 at Lowe’s — 

possibly one Saturday this 
month outside of the garden 
center. Orders also may 
be placed by calling John 
Robertson at 339-5372.

Funds from the project 
will help support Scout 
activities such as campings 
and outings, Gaston said.

Rideout recommends 
placing the houses at least 5 
feet above the ground on a 
pole or in a tree and keeping 
them at least 50 yards from a 

home or structure.
“The important thing for 

homeowners who are looking 
to purchase a bat house is 
they don’t want to stain the 
house or paint the house 
or put any chemical-type 
product on there,” he said. 
“Bats are really sensitive to 
all types of chemicals.”
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budgetary issues, public rela-
tions, employment law, public 
speaking and strategic plan-
ning for emergency situa-
tions, Young said.

“That way you are more 
prepared to present to the 
City Council or to communi-
ty groups to get community 
involvement,” he said.

The class used tactics that 
have proven successful in 
business, such as brainstorm-

ing sessions, and applied it to 
situations that police officers 
could encounter.

Widening the police offi-
cer’s perspective to think 
from a dif ferent viewpoint 
other than law enforcement 
can help eliminate problems 
when dealing with the public, 
Young said.

“There is a lot of different 
avenues that these supervi-
sors will find themselves fac-
ing over their career and (this 
course) will keep them from 

getting pigeonholed with only 
a patrol mindset or only an 
administrative mindset,” Wil-
liams said.

The training is something 
that officers can take with 
them where ever they go.

“It not only helps the 
department, it helps them 
theirself if they are more 
prepared to do higher lead-
ership,” Williams said. “It 
makes them an overall can-
didate for chief positions, or 
whatever it may be.”

OFFICERS
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Showtimes for Saturday, March 10
** NO PASSES **     MATINEE SHOWS ( )

JOHN CARTER (PG-13)
(12:45 3:45) 7:00
SILENT HOUSE (R)
(11:15 1:25 3:35 5:50) 8:05
DR. SEUSS’ THE LORAX (PG) 
(10:55 1:10 3:25 5:40) 7:55
PROJECT X (R) 
(11:05 1:30 3:40 5:55) 8:10
ACT OF VALOR (R)
(11:30 1:50 4:40) 7:10
THE VOW* (PG-13)
(11:25 1:40 4:30) 7:05
JOURNEY 2: MYSTERIOUS ISLAND 3D (PG)
(11:00 1:15 3:30 5:45) 8:00
GOOD DEEDS (PG-13)
(1:55) 6:55 
GHOST RIDER: SPIRIT OF VENGEANCE* (PG-13)
(11:20 4:35)
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Lottery Numbers
Friday’s numbers.
Kentucky 
Mega Millions: 9-10-27-36-42; 
Mega Ball 11; Megaplier 4

Saturday’s numbers.
Kentucky 
Midday Pick 3: 1-7-3
Midday Pick 4: 7-7-1-9

Due to early press time evening  
numbers were not available.

Madisonville	 $3.68
Mortons	Gap	 $3.65	
Dawson	Springs	 $3.69
Henderson		 $3.53
Hopkinsville	 $3.53
Providence		 $3.74
USA	Average	 $3.77

Today’s	Poll

Area	Gas	Prices
(Lowest	found	as	of	5	p.m.	yesterday)

Tell	us:	

Do	you	buy	books	to	
read	or	do	you	use	an	
electronic	device?

Vote	online	at
the-messenger.com

Yesterday’s	question

Are	or	were	you	ever	a	
member	of	the	Girl	Scouts?

Yes	 	 31%
No	 	 69%


