
C6

C6 The heRALD LeDGeR, eDDyviLLe, kenTucky  WeDnesDAy, febRuARy 15, 2012

Freshman Lyons take runner-up 
trophy in 2nd Region championship 

The young Lyons rose 
from among a field of  
eleven freshman teams 
en route to becoming 
champion runners-up in 
the second region tour-
nament held in Webster 
County last week. 
Thursday night, Lyon 
County earned its first 
win of  the single elimina-
tion tourney against host 
Webster County 49-48. 

Three more games 
followed on Saturday, 
with Lyon taking an 
early morning win from 
Christian County 43-34 
and a 47-36 victory over 
Caldwell County, before 
finally falling to the first 
place team, Madisonville-
North Hopkins 66-32 in 
the championship round.  
Nine freshmen represent-
ed Lyon County in the 

competition.
The first round of  the 

tourney took place on 
February 9, and includ-
ed a match-up between 
Lyon and the host team, 
Webster County. 

The Webster Trojans 
defeated the freshman 
Lyons earlier during 
regular season, but Lyon 
County put together a 
third quarter rally to earn 
a razor-thin 49-48 win in 
the opening round. Coach 
Tom Rooyakkers details 
the Lyons’ performance 
in the first round Lyon 
victory.  

“In the first quarter, 
Webster County came 
out blazing and hit back-
to-back 3 point shots 
on their first two pos-
sessions, and the Lyons 
quickly fell behind 10-4. 
Jericho Wilkerson got 
the Lyons going midway 
through the first quarter 

with a couple of  nifty 
moves along the baseline, 
and the Lyons were right 
back in it.”

Zac Shoulders and Max 
McMain were the two 
Webster sharpshooters 
who unloaded that pair of  
3-point shots, along with 
another 2 points apiece. 
The Lyons caught up, how-
ever, with 8 points from 
Wilkerson and another 3 
from Jordan Gary. 

Rooyakkers continued, 
“Webster pulled out to a 5 
point lead at the start of  
the second quarter. Then 
Brandon White answered 
with a 3-point swish from 
the wing to cut the lead 
to 2. Wilkerson took over 
from there, and scored on 
an array of  shots, answer-
ing every one of  Webster’s 
baskets until the halftime 
horn sounded. Wilkerson 
finished the half  with 14, 
but still the Lyons trailed 
20-22.

“The Lyons returned 
from halftime fired up 
and took off  on a 16-4 run 
that began with a steal 
by Ben Rooyakkers. He 
eluded a defender, then 
tossed a lob pass from the 
top of  the key to a slash-
ing Jericho Wilkerson for 
a quick 2 points. 

That play ignited the 
Lyon squad and everyone 
began pitching in. Dallas 
Galusha hit a nice base-
line jumper, Jake Cannon 
scored on a jump hook 
in the paint and Jordan 
Gary added a couple of  
fast break baskets.”    

The Lyons built a 36-
28 lead at the end of  
the third frame. Dallas 
Galusha picked up all 
five of  his game points in 
the rally, while a renewed 
defensive effort limited 
Webster to only 6 points 
in the quarter.  

Coach Rick Chidester 
noted, “They didn’t have 
a big center on their team.  
Jake Cannon went in for 
us after halftime and was 
very effective against 
their attempted picks. 

Jordan Gary applied tre-
mendous defense against 
their point guard, also.”

Rooyakkers added, 
“The Lyons maintained 
their 8 point lead until the 
4 minute mark. Webster 
cut it to 5, and then 
Brandon White replied 
with a 3 to bump it back 
up to an 8 point advan-
tage with 3:30 to play. It 
appeared that the Lyons 
were going to cruise to 
victory, but Webster 
County continued to stay 
in the hunt for a win by 
hitting 3 consecutive 3-
pointers. Lyon County’s 
lead was down to a single 
point with 14 seconds to 
play when Jordan Gary 
drew a foul.  With the 
game on the line, he calm-
ly stepped up and swished 
both free throws to give 
the Lyons a 3-point lead. 

“The Lyon defend-
ers were up on Webster 
County’s shoulders for 
the final 14 seconds, forc-
ing them into an off  bal-
anced shot from deep 
in the corner that was 
tipped in for 2 points as 
the buzzer sounded, and 
gave the Lyons a 49-48 
win, avenging a 23 point 
loss just 2 weeks ago and 
advancing the Lyons to 
face Christian County in 
round 2.”

Two Lyons hit dou-
ble digits at the net in 
the first game. Jericho 
Wilkerson put 20 points in 
the scorebook, Brandon 
White sailed in 11, Jordan 
Gary added 9, Dallas 
Galusha shot for 5 and 
Jake Cannon supplied 4 
points. 

The second round 
of  the tourney pitted 
Lyon County against 
the Christian County 
Colonels in an 8:00 am 
match-up. Wilkerson pro-
duced another 20+ point 
game in the 43-34 win.

Lyon County glided to 
a 39-19 advantage by the 
end of  the third quarter, 
but maintained control 
of  the floor even as the 

Colonels offered up a 
strong finish with a 15 
point frame. More good 
observations were offered 
by Coach Chidester, who 
said, “It’s hard to play 
at 8am when the players 
are already keeping up 
with a busy schedule, but 
they were able to find the 
intensity needed to move 
forward and play well.”  
Three Lyons lit up the 
scoreboard in the second 
round triumph, with 23 
from Wilkerson, 12 from 
Gary and 8 from White. 

An hour break followed, 
then the Lyons were back 
in action for the semi-
final round against rival 
Caldwell County. Lyon 
County earned the first 
2 points of  the game on a 
lay-up from Galusha, and 
never relinquished the 
lead. 

Coach Chidester 
credited another strong 
defensive performance 
for the Lyons’ ability to 
maintain control of  the 
game. “Jericho took on 
Caldwell’s Dee Cain and 
held him to single digit 
scoring. He made it very 
hard for him (Cain) to 
cross the center line and 
kept him away from the 
basket. Brandon and Ben 
sparked the offense and 
set up scoring chances. 
Zhenya Trimm came off  
the bench and gave us 
some valuable time, too.”

All nine Lyons put 
numbers on the score-
board during the semi-
final win. 

Wilkerson racked 
up 15, White added 12, 
Rooyakkers supplied 
7, Gary added 3, and 2 
points apiece were added 
by Zhenya Trimm, 
Dallas Galusha, Eli Reed, 
Jake Cannon and Nick 
Richardson.

Lyon County earned 
a 47-36 victory over the 
Tigers, but lost a key 
advantage when Jordan 
Gary was injured late in 
the game, and sidelined 
for the rest of  the tourna-

ment. The Lyons entered 
the final round of  com-
petition with the same 
level of  intensity which 
brought them to this 
point, but the demands 
of  multiple games in 
succession and loss of  
Gary for the final con-
test took its toll on the 
remaining 8 players, and 
Madisonville coasted to a 
66-32 win. More injuries 
plagued the young Lyons 
during the last game of  
the tourney, as Galusha, 
Wilkerson and White also 
endured injuries which 
limited their floor time in 
the second half. 

Scoring for Lyon 
County were Wilkerson 
with 15 points, White 
with 5, Galusha with 4, 
Trimm and Reed with 3 
and Rooyakkers with 2 
points. 

Coach Chidester was 
clearly pleased with the 
overall performance of  
the young Lyon team. 
“They gave a tremendous 
effort. The guys played 
against very good teams 
from schools that had as 
much as three times our 
enrollment. 

“All year, we could 
always count on our play-
ers to give an outstanding 
effort. They didn’t back 
down in the face of  this 
challenge.  Madisonville 
is an excellent team, unde-
feated, and their game 
against us was their sec-
ond of  the day, while this 
was our third. 

“It would be interest-
ing to see how we would 
do against them in just a 
single game format. We 
don’t want to limit our-
selves to only competing 
with easy teams, we find 
out what we are made of  
by playing the good ones. 
I’m very pleased that the 
Lyons captured one of  
the two trophies awarded 
in this freshman tourna-
ment.”

Lyon County Freshman Lyons - Region 2 Champion runner-up. Pictured with their trophy following the Feb,\. 11 final game front row are: Eli Reed, Ben Rooyakkers, 
Bobby Staples (Varsity Lyon),  Jericho Wilkerson. Back row are: Dallas Galusha, Zhenya Trimm, Nick Richardson, Jordan Gary, Jake Cannon, Coach Rick Chidester, 
Brandon White. 
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Tough play at the net earns a rebound for Lyon 
County by Brandon White in the champtionship 
round of the second region tournament February 
11.
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