
SANTA CLARA, Calif. (AP)
— Randy Moss is ready to show
the world he can still be that
dynamic deep threat who once
dominated NFL defensive backs.

Even after a year away. Even at
age 35. Even with a reputation he
says isn’t all it’s made out to be.

Moss is getting a another
chance in the NFL, signing a one-
year contract with the San Fran-

cisco 49ers on Monday only
hours after he worked out for the
team and with former NFL quar-
terback and current coach Jim
Harbaugh.

“I’m not a free agent. I’m a guy
straight off the couch, straight off
the street,” Moss said. “One thing
I want the sports world to under-
stand is the love and passion I
have for football.”

Moss will fill a big void for the
reigning NFC West champions in
Harbaugh’s version of the West
Coast offense.

While he didn’t go as far as to
promise not to pout when times
are tough, he did say all the right
things, and that he plans to be a
positive presence in a locker room
known for its blue-collar,
unselfish approach.

GLENDALE, Ariz. (AP) —
Andrei Kostitsyn keeps it simple
for his turn in a shootout, and the
strategy definitely worked on
Monday night.

Kostitsyn scored the only goal
in the tiebreaker to give the
Nashville Predators a 5-4 victory
over the Phoenix Coyotes.

Kostitsyn, shooting first for the
Preds, beat Mike Smith through
his legs for the win.

“I try to do my best move to
score in practice and then try the
same thing in the shootout,” he
said. “We don’t play many games
against Phoenix so I don’t know
the goalie. I try to do many differ-
ent moves in practice, and (Mon-
day night), I did the wrist shot and
scored.”

Phoenix trailed 4-2 early in the
third, but Oilver Ekman-Larrson
and Raffi Torres scored to help
send the game to overtime.

Despite giving up the four goals,
Nashville goalie Pekka Rinne, who
leads the NHL in wins, was strong
down the stretch and to keep the
Predators in the game.

“It was a little disappointing to
give up the two late goals, but we
managed to get two points and
that’s the important thing,” Rinne
said. “It may not be so good when
a team comes from behind like

that, but with the win, you feel
fine.”

Martin Erat had a goal and two
assists for Nashville.

Erat opened the scoring when
his shot from the right faceoff cir-
cle trickled through Smith’s pads
with 29 second left in the opening
period. He helped set up second-
period goals by Mike Fisher and
Francis Bouillon.

Craig Smith added his 15th
early in the final period to give
Nashville a 4-2 advantage. Then,
the Coyotes responded.

Ekman-Larsson scored at 7:11
to get Phoenix within one, and
Torres tied it with 4:59 left when
he poked in a goalmouth scramble.

The Coyotes recorded one
point and remained in seventh in
the Western Conference. Col-
orado beat Anaheim in overtime
earlier Monday and is one back of
Phoenix with 78 points.

“At this point in the season,
you take every point you can,”
Phoenix coach Dave Tippett said.
“We had to rally because we

made poor mistakes. These are
mistakes which cannot happen at
this time of the year.”

Nashville pulled within two
points of Detroit for fourth place
in the West.

Phoenix tied it twice in the sec-
ond. Daymond Langkow tipped
in Ekman-Larrson’s shot from the
right point 49 seconds into period.
After Fisher scored, Keith Yandle
drilled a 25-foot slap shot past
Rinne at 14:23.

Bouillon then knocked in his
own rebound with 1:34 left in the
second to make it 3-2.

Smith and Rinne finished with
31 saves apiece.

“We showed some resilience as
a group,” Phoenix captain Shane
Doan said. “We had some big
goals late in the third and tied it
up. It’s a big point but obviously
no one is happy.” 

NOTES — Erat picked up his
second three-point game of the
season. . Langkow’s goal was just
his second in his last 21 games.
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Ross D. Franklin/AP
The Nashville Predators’ Andrei Kostitsyn (right) scores the game-winner against the Phoenix Coyotes’
Mike Smith during a shootout in Glendale, Ariz.

By TERESA M. WALKER
The Associated Press

NASHVILLE — A person familiar with the situ-
ation says the Tennessee Titans will be visiting with
four-time NFL MVP Peyton Manning in his search
for a new team. 

ESPN.com first reported Titans coach Mike
Munchak will meet with Manning after a session
with Miami coach Joe Philbin.

The person spoke to The Associated Press on
Monday about Manning’s meeting with the Titans
on the condition of anonymity because the location
and time of that meeting remains confidential.

Titans owner Bud Adams made it known Sunday
he will do whatever it takes to sign Manning to get
back to the playoffs and win his team’s first Super
Bowl. Adams told The Tennessean he had talked to
Manning’s agent, Tom Condon, asking for a visit
with the quarterback.

Manning has plenty of connections to Tennessee.
He starred at the University of Tennessee, leading

to his first name becoming a popular choice for
newborns in this state. His wife is from Memphis,
and Manning already knows the Titans’ facility a bit,
having practiced against Tennessee a few years ago
when the Colts came to town for some joint prac-
tices.    

Munchak also was a teammate of Archie Man-
ning in 1982 and briefly in 1983 with the then-
Houston Oilers. Munchak just hired Dennis Polian –
son of former Colts general manager Bill Polian – as
his assistant. 

But the biggest key is Adams, the 89-year-old bil-
lionaire who wants back in the playoffs. His Titans
have been only twice since 2004 with both trips in
2007 and 2008 lasting only one game each. A meet-
ing with Manning could come in Houston where
Adams still lives after relocating his Oilers to Ten-
nessee in 1997.

“I want Manning,” Adams told The Tennessean.
“I’d love to see him in Titan blue after watching him
so many years with the Colts. ... I want him. I am
ready to do what it takes to get him aboard, and I
think he’d be the guy to get us into the playoffs.”

The Titans already have veteran Matt Hasselbeck,
signed to a three-year contract last July, and Jake
Locker picked with the No. 8 overall selection in the
2011 draft. But Hasselbeck is due $5.5 million in
salary this year after getting a chunk of his deal last
season. 

So far, Manning has met only with the Denver
Broncos and Arizona Cardinals.

He was expected to be heading back to Florida,
but did not show at the Dolphins’ headquarters
Monday despite reports he would meet with the
team.

Dolphins owner Stephen Ross arrived at the team
complex at midmorning, and several players –
including quarterback Chad Henne – showed up
around the same time to work out. Henne is a free
agent and not expected back this season.

A media stakeout at the complex began when a
local TV station camera crew arrived at 4 a.m. Half
a dozen TV cameras and a handful of reporters
eventually gathered across the street. They weren’t
allowed on the team’s property, but a Dolphins offi-
cial brought out water, pizza and napkins.

Curious motorists occasionally pulled up to ask
for an update.

Manning spent nearly 61⁄2 hours at the Arizona
Cardinals’headquarters and training facility on Sun-
day in meetings designed to lure the superstar to the
desert.

The session followed a meeting of nearly six
hours Manning had at the Broncos’ facility in Den-
ver on Friday night. The two sessions were evidence
that, for the time being at least, Arizona and Denver
appear to be the top two contenders.
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AP source: Manning
to meet with Titans

“It may not be so good when a team comes
from behind like that, but with the win, you
feel fine.”

Pekka Rinne
Predators goalie

Preds top Coyotes in shootout

Ross D. Franklin/AP
NFL quarterback Peyton Manning leaves the
Arizona Cardinals training facility Sunday after a
five-hour meeting with coaches and front office staff
in Tempe, Ariz.

Moss agrees to deal with 49ers


