
By The Associated Press
PHOENIX — Kevin Love

scored 13 of his game-high 30
points in the fourth quarter and
the Minnesota Timberwolves out-
lasted the Phoenix Suns 127-124
on Monday night.

Nikola Pekovic scored 24
points and Derrick Williams
added 19 to help the Timber-
wolves snap a nine-game losing
streak in Phoenix.

Jared Dudley scored a season-
high 28 points, Steve Nash had 25
and Channing Frye added 18 for
the Suns, who snapped a three-
game winning streak.

Sebastian Telfair scored six
points in seven seconds –  con-
verting a four-point play and
stealing the ensuing inbounds
pass and scoring a layup –  to give
the Suns a 111-107 lead with 6:38
left.

Luke Ridnour put Minnesota
ahead for good, 121-120, with
1:50 to go and the Timberwolves
made six straight free throws in
the final 37.8 seconds to close out
the game.

Bulls 104, Knicks 99
CHICAGO — Derrick Rose

scored 32 points as Chicago won
for the 10th time in 11 games and
handed New York its sixth
straight loss.

Rose shot 12 of 29 from the
floor and had six rebounds and
seven assists for the Bulls. Taj
Gibson had 15 points and a team-
high 13 boards for Chicago,
which outrebounded New ork 56-
38. The Bulls entered the game
leading the league in rebounding
margin.

Carmelo Anthony led the
Knicks with 21 points and Amare
Stoudemire added 20, but the two
combined for just seven points in
the fourth quarter as the Bulls
pulled away.

Jeremy Lin had 15 points and
eight assists for New York, but
shot just 4 of 11 from the floor
and had little luck stopping Rose.

Celtics 94, Clippers 85
LOS ANGELES — Paul

Pierce scored 10 of his 25 points
in the fourth quarter, Kevin Gar-
nett added 21 points and eight
rebounds, and Boston made an
impressive late rally to win for the
second time in their last nine road
games.

Ray Allen scored 15 points and
Rajon Rondo had 12 points and
10 assists for the Celtics, who
recovered after blowing a 10-
point lead in the final minutes.

Blake Griffin had 24 points and
nine rebounds for the Clippers,
who have lost four of five while
falling behind the Lakers atop the
Pacific Division. Chris Paul had
14 points on 3-for-12 shooting in
his second game wearing a clear
protective mask over his broken
nose.

Jazz 105, Pistons 90
SALT LAKE CITY — Al Jef-

ferson scored 33 points just 24
hours after his grandmother’s
death, leading Utah past Detroit.

C.J. Miles added 15 points,
including three 3-pointers in the
fourth quarter, to help the Jazz
end a two-game skid and snap
Detroit’s three-game winning
streak.

Rodney Stuckey scored 29
points for the Pistons, who have
not won in Salt Lake City since
2002 – losing their last nine visits
here.

The win ended a drama-filled
day for the Jazz that started with a
closed-door meeting between
guard Raja Bell and team brass. It
came two days after Bell was sent
home from a road trip following a
verbal clash with coach Tyrone
Corbin, but both sides proclaimed
the matter closed. Bell started, but
had just one point.

Spurs 112, Wizards 97
SAN ANTONIO — Tony Park-

er scored 31 points in his return
from a one-game absence to lead
San Antonio past Washington.

Parker, who missed Friday’s
loss to the Los Angeles Clippers
with a strained right quadriceps,
hit 13 of 18 shots and had seven
assists. Tiago Splitter scored 17
points, Tim Duncan added 14,
and DeJuan Blair had 11 points
and 12 rebounds.

The Spurs extended their win-
ning streak over the Wizards to
12. Washington has lost nine of its
last 11 and fell to 3-15 on the
road.

JaVale McGee led the Wizards
with 21 points and 15 rebounds,
and Jordan Crawford added 19

points.

Bobcats 73, Hornets 71
NEW ORLEANS — Gerald

Henderson scored 15 points,
rookie Bismack Biyombo
blocked Trevor Ariza’s driving
dunk attempt in the final seconds,
and Charlotte held on to beat New
Orleans.

Kemba Walker added 14
points, including 10 during a
decisive 22-5 run the spanned
from late in the third quarter to
midway through the fourth. Biy-
ombo finished with 12 points and
four blocks for Charlotte, which
snapped a three-game losing
streak but still has the league’s
worst record at 6-34.

Jarrett Jack 15 points and nine
assists for New Orleans, which
has lost five of six in falling to 10-
32. Chris Kaman has 12 points
and 16 rebounds, while Marco
Belinelli and Ariza each scored 12
points for the Hornets.  

Bucks 105, Nets 99
NEWARK, N.J. — Brandon

Jennings has 34 points, seven
assists and seven rebounds and
Milwaukee won its third straight
overall and beat New Jersey for
the 10th consecutive time.

Drew Gooden added 23 points,
eight rebounds and seven assists

as the Bucks rallied from an early
12-point deficit. Beno Udrih
added 15 points and seven assists
and Mike Dunleavy had 15
points, including a 3-pointer from
the corner with 1:30 to go that
opened a 10-point lead.

Kris Humphries had a career-
high 31 points and 18 rebounds
for New Jersey, which lost its sec-
ond straight without point guard
Deron Williams. 
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For more information on Jagoe Homes 
communities in Bowling Green, please contact 

Jagoe New Home Consultant
Debbie Willis 270-782-3133
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A New Jagoe Home is an 
Energy Smart Investment!

The new homes in these beautiful 
Jagoe communities earn an 
Energy Smart rating of 68 on 
the US Home Energy Rating 
System (HERS) Index. That means 
new Jagoe homes are at least 
30% more energy efficient than 
standard new homes with a HERS 
rating of 100! 

Visit www.JagoeHomes.com
to chat live with Jennifer and get 
your questions answered!

NBA

Love leads Wolves past Suns

Rick Scuteri/AP
Minnesota Timberwolves forward Kevin Love dunks against the Phoenix Suns on Monday in Phoenix. 

BASEBALL

Japanese team symbol of recovery
By JIM ARMSTRONG
The Associated Press

IZUNOKUNI, Japan — One
year after their lives were torn
apart by the devastating earth-
quake and tsunami, players from
Ishinomaki Technical High
School are ready to compete on
one of the biggest stages in
Japanese baseball.

When the magnitude-9.0
earthquake hit on March 11,
2011, manager Yoshitsugu Mat-
sumoto was leading his team
through practice on the school’s
baseball field. Earthquakes are all
too common in Japan, but like
everyone who experienced that
terrible day, Matsumoto knew
this one was different.

Within minutes, the school
was transformed into an evacua-
tion center, and it wasn’t long
before the same field the team
was practicing on was under 41⁄2
feet of water. The players and
Matsumoto would spend the next
three days in the school before
moving to a safer evacuation
facility.

Over the next several days, 70
percent of Matsumoto’s players
would learn they had lost family
members or homes in the devas-
tation.

On Sunday, to mark the first
anniversary of the disaster, the
team was to fly to Osaka to pre-
pare for the March 21-April 1
spring invitational high school
baseball tournament, where they
will be a symbol of resilience and
recovery to the people of Ishino-

maki and the prefecture of Miya-
gi.

Ishinomaki, a city of 150,000
on Japan’s northeast coast, was
one of the hardest hit towns in the
earthquake and tsunami that left
just more than 19,000 people
dead. About 46 percent of the city
was inundated by several
tsunamis up to 32 feet high.

After so much suffering, the
people of Ishinomaki will draw
hope for the future and have rea-
son to cheer when their team
takes the field.

“Baseball is very popular in
Ishinomaki, so I’m sure our
games will provide some relief to
the people back home,” Mat-
sumoto said. “My players
weren’t the only ones facing dif-
ficult times.”

As traumatic as the events of
March 11 were on his team, Mat-
sumoto knew the best thing for
his players would be to get back
to baseball as soon as possible.

“When you are young like
they are, you need something to
throw yourself into,” Matsumoto
said. “It was very tough on them,
but baseball has helped them to
deal with their losses. Sports can
be very important in this way.”

Within eight weeks of the dis-
aster, the team was back practic-
ing on the same field that was
flooded.

The Japan High School Base-
ball Federation each year selects
for the tournament three teams
that have served as a model. With
a second-place finish in autumn

state qualifying tournaments and
after all this school had been
through, Ishinomaki was an obvi-
ous choice.

“This will be the first time in
46 years for a team from Ishino-
maki to take part in the tourna-
ment,” Matsumoto said. “I hope
our games can lift the spirits of
the people back home.”

The spring and summer high
school baseball tournaments
enjoy tremendous popularity in
Japan. All the games are telecast
live on national broadcaster NHK
and fans gather around TVs when
their local team takes the field at
Koshien Stadium, home of the
Hanshin Tigers of Japanese pro-
fessional baseball.

“Going to Koshien is about the
biggest honor a school can bring
to its town,” said author Robert
Whiting, who has written several
books on Japanese baseball.
“There are 4,000 high school
teams in Japan, so it’s a huge
honor to go. It’s up there with
sending an astronaut into space.”

The star players of the champi-
onship team achieve a degree of
celebrity status. Many – like
major league stars Daisuke Mat-
suzaka and Yu Darvish – have
gone on to play in the profession-
al leagues.

“Players who have played in
Koshien are coveted by compa-
nies because of the training and
effort they’ve put in to make it all
the way to Koshien. It shows
they’ve got character and fight-
ing spirit,” Whiting said.

SPRING TRAINING

Guillen tossed as
Red Sox win in 10

FORT MYERS, Fla. (AP) —
Miami Marlins manager Ozzie
Guillen was ejected for arguing
a foul ball call and got a wave
goodbye from Red Sox manager
Bobby Valentine in Boston’s 5-3
win in 10 innings Monday.

Guillen, known for his
volatile nature, is in his first sea-
son with the Marlins. He was
tossed by first base umpire Tim
Timmons in the sixth inning
after a grounder down the line
by Miami’s Terry Tiffee was
ruled foul.

Boston reliever Andrew Bai-
ley had started into his set posi-
tion when time was called.
Guillen walked from the dugout,
shouted and banged his hands
together a few times.

After about 20 seconds,
Guillen exited across the dia-
mond. As he left, Valentine
waved at Guillen a couple of
times.

Athletics 9, White Sox  4
GLENDALE, Ariz. — White

Sox starter Jake Peavy allowed
six runs and eight hits in just 2
1-3 innings of his second spring
training start, and the Oakland
Athletics beat Chicago.

Peavy left with the bases
loaded and one out in the third
after yielding four consecutive
singles and a walk.

Tyson Ross, a candidate to
join Oakland’s staff, pitched
three scoreless innings. He
struck out two, walked two and
gave up three hits.

Astros 4, Yankees 3
TAMPA, Fla. — Kyle Wei-

land threw four hitless innings
to lead Houston to the victory.

With new Astros owner Jim
Crane in attendance at his first
spring training game, Weiland
recorded nine ground-ball outs
and worked out of a two-on,
two-out jam in the third by
coaxing Curtis Granderson into
a grounder.

New York starter Hiroki
Kuroda allowed two hits in three
scoreless innings. Nick Swisher
had an RBI triple.

Phillies 4, Pirates 1
BRADENTON, Fla. —

Vance Worley struck out eight in

four perfect innings, Hector
Luna and Jimmy Rollins home-
red as Philadelphia beat Pitts-
burgh.

The Pirates didn’t hit a ball
out of the infield against Worley.
The hard-throwing right-hander
struck out two in each of his
innings.

Gorkys Hernandez’s infield
single in the seventh ended the
Phillies’ no-hit bid.

Giants 2, Royals 1
SURPRISE, Ariz. — Tim

Lincecum pitched four solid
innings and the San Francisco
Giants beat the Kansas City
Royals.

Lincecum gave up an
unearned run and an infield sin-
gle, on a ball hit off his foot. The
ace right-hander was knocked
around for five runs and seven
hits in his previous outing.

Royals prospects Eric Hos-
mer and Mike Moustakas left in
the fifth inning with injuries.

Hosmer hurt his right shoul-
der when he landed awkwardly
diving for a ground ball in the
fifth. He was checked out by the
team doctor and could be able to
play Tuesday.

Moustakas had a bruised right
knee after he was hit by a pitch
from Santiago Casilla in the bot-
tom half. He will be re-evaluat-
ed today.

Twins 2, Rays 1, 10 innings
PORT CHARLOTTE, Fla.

— James Shields took another
step toward his opening day
assignment for the Tampa Bay
Rays, pitching four scoreless
innings.

Shields allowed three hits,
walked two and struck out two
in his second spring training
start, building on the two perfect
innings he worked against the
New York Yankees last week.

Blue Jays 4, Orioles 1
DUNEDIN, Fla. — Omar

Vizquel, the 44-year-old infield-
er auditioning for a utility job
with the Blue Jays, made a cou-
ple of sparkling defensive plays
at third base and hit a two-run
single in Toronto’s win over
Baltimore.


