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Ministers, Deacons 

and Layman Alliance
The Baptist Ministers, Dea-

cons and Layman Alliance will
meet at 6:30 p.m. Monday at Mt.
Vernon Baptist Church.

There will be a special presen-
tation by the Rev. Bruce
Kendrick.

Those on the program will be
the Rev. Abrom Meadows, Sun-
day school lesson; the Willie
Kendrick, Sunday school alter-
nate; Paul Cross, topic; Joe Wal-
lace, topic alternate; the Rev.
Robert Presley, sermon; the Rev.
Montel Richardson, sermon al-
ternate; the host pastor is the
Rev. Willie Clark; the Rev. Roland
Butler, moderator.

The Layman’s League of 

Virginia Street Baptist Church
The Layman's League of  Vir-

ginia Street Baptist Church will
host its annual country ham
breakfast at 7 a.m. Sunday in
the A. R. Lasley Fellowship
Hall. James Oldham Jr. will be
the breakfast speaker and the
Rev. Roland Butler III, associate
minister of  St. Bethlehem Bap-
tist Church, Pembroke, will be
the 11 a.m. speaker.  The men of
the church will provide the
music.

Hopkinsville Cumberland 

Presbyterian Church
Hopkinsville Cumberland

Presbyterian Church will host a
performance by Bethel Univer-
sity's Renaissance Blue Grass
Band at 6 p.m. March 25. There
is no charge for this event, but is
a gift and ministry to commu-
nity. For more information, call
the church at 270-886-1464.

Ethiopian missionary trip
There will be a benefit gospel

singing for members of  an
Ethiopian missionary trip. It
will be at 6:30 p.m. March 17 at
the A.W. Watts Senior Center on
West Seventh Street. Tickets at
the door are $10 per person. Re-
freshments will be available at
the concert. Featured artist will
be Shepherd's Calling, The
Brumfield Family Tradition and
His Praise.  For more informa-
tion, call Garry Shepherd at 270-
886-3756.

Durrett Avenue 

Missionary Baptist Church
Durrett Avenue Missionary

Baptist Church will host Men in
Praise at 6 p.m. April 1. The
event will feature various
singing groups.

The Laity and Classroom 

Alliance
The Laity and Minister’s Al-

liance of  Todd County will meet
at 9 a.m. Saturday at Phillip
Chapel CME Church, 305 South
Allen St., Elkton.

Upper Room House of Prayer
The Upper Room House of

Prayer Ministries, 210 E. Fourth
St., will host a Pastoral PreAn-
niversary and fellowship service
at 4 p.m. Sunday. Robert Clem-
mons will be guest speaker for
this event. The church will host
its monthly Women Fellowship
at 7 p.m. Friday.  Beverly
Ramirez will be our guest
speaker for the evening.  It will
observe its pastoral anniversary
service at 10 a.m. March 18.  De-
vron Walton will be guest
speaker.  The public is invited.
Theressa E. Johnson-Dillard is
host pastor.

Bethel Berry Baptist Church
Bethel Berry Baptist Church,

6975 Old Madisonville Road, will

be celebrating Randy and Bar-
bara Meriwether’s 19th pastoral
anniversary at 2 p.m. Sunday.
Shalmon Radford and the East
View Baptist Church will be af-
ternoon guests. The morning
guest speaker will be Aaron Pet-
tus, of  Cedar Grove Baptist
Church.

Gospel Extravaganza
Refuge of  Hope in Christ’s

third annual Gospel Extrava-
ganza will be at 6 p.m. Saturday
at 1912 Center St. Various local
groups and soloists will be fea-
tured. For more information,
call Simone Robinson at 270-874-
7213.

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church

will celebrate the 39th Anniver-
sary of  the mixed chorus at 2
p.m. Sunday. Afternoon guests
will be the Rev. Emmanuel Wil-
son, associate minister at
Church Hill Baptist Church,
PeeDee. Dinner will be served.
The Rev. Dr. Jerry Bacon is host
pastor.

Lane Tabernacle CME Church
Lane Tabernacle CME Church

will observe Ladies in White
Day at 2 p.m. Sunday. Various
ladies will speak during the pro-
gram.

Crofton Christian Church
Crofton Christian Church will

host a showing of  Courageous at
6:30 p.m. Friday. There will be
popcorn and drinks available.
For more information, call
Diane Pyle at 270-424-8856.
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For Brian Coatney, the chance to teach a new class in
Bible study came unexpectedly. 

Coatney teaches English at Hopkinsville Commu-
nity College and is the author of  “Did You Ever Think
of  This?” a book of  his reflections on faith and the
Bible. In 2006, he met Dr. David Carter, a professor in
the college’s fine arts and humanities division who or-
ganizes programming at St. John United Methodist
Church. 

Carter’s father died this past fall and Coatney sent
him a consoling email. A few days later, Coatney re-
ceived a call from him. 

“(David) said, ‘I have discovered a new writer of
Christian literature ... you,’” Coatney recalled. “He
had found my book at a downtown book store and he
asked if  I would teach a class at his church. He wasn’t
in despair over his father’s death, but (the book) af-
fected him a lot.” 

Coatney’s book is a compilation of  essays, stories
and poems. It is written in the same structure as
Paul’s Letter to the Romans. Coatney tried to write the
book as an anthology where people can start reading
at different places throughout. 

“My goal with the book was to write something that
was both Christian and Literature,” Coatney said. “I
feel like the two have drifted too far apart.” 

Coatney’s class started this past Wednesday and is
free. He said students can still join. It will be on
Wednesdays through March 28 and will later run from
April 18 to May 6. 

Coatney said the class will focus on different aspects
of  his book and the Bible. He said he lectured some in
the class’s first meeting, but wants it to be more dis-
cussion-oriented. 

“I am trying to get a little conversation going,” he
said. “No one has to feel nervous like they have to do
certain work. It is certainly meant to be serious, but it
is not that labor intensive.” 

Classes start at 6:30 p.m. Those interested in joining
should call the church at 270-886-1049. 

REACH DENNIS O’NEIL at 270-887-3237 or doneil@kentuckynewera.com. 

Bible study class
offered at St. John
United Methodist 

BY SHAWN POGATCHNIK

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

DUBLIN — Somewhere in Ireland, a burglar
has the heart of  a saint.

Officials at Christ Church Cathedral in Dublin
said Sunday they’re distraught and perplexed
over the theft of  the church’s most precious relic:
the preserved heart of  St. Laurence O’Toole, pa-
tron saint of  Dublin.

O’Toole’s heart had been displayed in the cathe-
dral since the 13th century. It was stored in a heart-
shaped wooden box and secured in a small, square
iron cage on the wall of  a chapel dedicated to his
memory. Saturday someone cut through two bars,
pried the cage loose, and made off  with the relic.

“I am devastated that one of  the treasured arti-
facts of  the cathedral is stolen,” said the Most Rev.
Dermot Dunne, the cathedral’s dean. “It has no eco-
nomic value but it is a priceless treasure that links
our present foundation with its founding father.”

Ireland’s national police force, the Garda
Siochana, said detectives were studying hours of
closed-circuit TV footage to try to identify the ap-
proximately 40 people who walked out the cathe-
dral’s front doors Saturday morning.

The force said the thief  may have hidden
overnight in the cathedral and fled with the
heart when its doors opened Saturday. Worship-
pers didn’t spot that the relic was missing until

Saturday afternoon. Nobody was arrested.
Nuala Kavanagh, the cathedral’s director of  op-

erations, said whoever stole it appeared to have no
interest in financial gain, since
several nearby objects made of
gold and other precious materi-
als were not touched.

“It’s completely bizarre,” she
said. “They didn’t touch any-
thing else. They wanted the
heart of  St. Laurence O’Toole.”

Church services went ahead
as normal Sunday. The trickle
of  tourists visiting the Viking-
era cathedral weren’t told of
the theft. Many approached the
O’Toole chapel and spent
much time looking, confusedly,
between their guide books and
the pried-open box.

Ireland’s churches have suffered a spate of
such robberies of  irreplaceable, but also hard to
sell, religious artifacts.

Last year three relics believed to be fragments
of  the cross used to crucify Jesus were stolen
from Holy Cross Abbey in County Tipperary. Po-
lice safely recovered those relics in January but
arrested nobody.

Also in January, a thief  stole the ornate con-
tainer housing the jawbone of  St. Brigid in a

northside Dublin church. The container, called a
reliquary, was bolted down to the altar. However,
it had just been cleaned and so the jawbone of  St.

Brigid, one of  Ireland’s earli-
est and most venerated saints,
wasn’t inside.

O’Toole was Dublin’s arch-
bishop from 1162 to 1180 and
gained a reputation as a skillful
mediator between rival Gaelic
and Norman factions then
fighting for power in Ireland.
He died aged 58 while traveling
in Normandy on another peace
mission. On his death bed he
was said to have declined to
make a will, claiming not to
have a penny to his name.

Pope Honorius III canonized
O’Toole in 1225 on the weight of

many claims of  miracles at his original grave site.
O’Toole’s heart had been the last surviving

part of  his remains. His bones were re-interred
in an English church yard in 1442 but were dug
up and disappeared during the Protestant Refor-
mation of  the 16th century.

Although O’Toole is mainly revered by Roman
Catholics, Christ Church Cathedral has been a
center of  worship for the Anglican-affiliated
Church of  Ireland since the Reformation.

Saint’s ancient heart stolen from Dublin cathedral 
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A tourist gestures at the broken iron cage that housed the heart of St. Laurence O’Toole inside Dublin’s Christ Church Cathedral on Sunday. The cathedral is a cultural heart of Dublin’s fair city, but
Officials at the Cathedral said that they are distraught and perplexed over the theft of the church’s most precious relic, the preserved heart of St. Laurence ‘'Toole, patron saint of Dublin.

“They didn’t touch
anythign else. They
wanted the heart of
St. Laurence O’Toole.”

Nuala Kavanagh

Christ Church Cathedral director of operations n

Religious robbery


