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11m Mason brings so many wondrous joys --

ws hope that you will share in all of them.
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Miners warned
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Mine operators around Pike
County's Fishtrap Reservoir have
been told by the Army Corps
of En gineers that unless they
take voluntary action to help
ease mine-induc- ed erosion
pouring tons of silt into the
impoundment, legal action
might be taken.

Fishtrap, just three years old,
is being deluged with silt from
deep and strip operations and
access roads serving them. "Ex-

cessive amounts of slit are com-
ing down into the Reservoir, "

said Col. Kenneth Mclntyre,
head'of the Huntington, W. Va.
office in charge of the Reser-
voir In one arm of the man-ma- de

lake, he said, a six-fo- ot

layer of silt was laid down
in a year's time. Surveys are
being taken to determine the
extent of the damage.

Fishtrap was used as a basis
for advertisements by the Ken

Health proposal
(continued from page 1)

As submitted, the 9, 000 peo-
ple would be covered under
a "capitation" sys-

tem. Participants would be
chosen on the basis of need,
according to program planners.

LKLP health program con-
sultants explainea that while
there are 36, 000 "medically
indigent" residents of the
four-coun- ty area, only 24, 000
of them have no form of med-
ical coverage, such as Blue
Cross or social security.

Of these more than 24, 000,
LKLP decided that just 9, 000
could be handled in the first
year of the health program.

However, critics of the plan
have noted that the cost of the
program, including its plan-
ning, comes out to about
$170 for each of the 24, 000
medically indigent. Taken
another way, the nearly $4
million spent for planning or
actual first year implementa-
tion averages out to about
$445 for each of the 9, 000
persons.

The LKLP pln would use the
family unit as the base for
delivering medical services.
The 9. 000 individuals trans-
lates into about 2,430 fami-
lies. The expenditure per fam-
ily thus figures to roughly
$1640 to be spent on each fam-
ily. Some observers feel that
this would make the LKLP

proposal the most costly such
program in the. country. The
suggestion has been made by
some that with the same mo-

ney, comprehensive health in-

surance policies could be pur-

chased for all the medically
needy in LKLP.

Dr. Cooper, however, said
that he was not fully aware of
just what objections OHA has
since he has not been working
directly on the package. None-

theless, he did state mat "the
nature of the consumer corp-
oration board" was unsatisfac-
tory. It seemed "like what we
haa in Floyd County, " where an
OHA health plan was scuttled

(continued from page 1)

Fork site. He also claimed that
siltatlon is not causing any ma
jor difficulties. But, Martin
Pedigo . chief of Public Af- -'

fairs said, "It Is very shaky
situation, and we are moni-
toring it carefully. "

Pedigo said that the Ph
factor is currently 7.1, with
7. 0 being neutral. "Right
now, the alkalinity factor is
keeping the acid balanced, "

tucky Surface Mining and R-
eclamation Association as an
example of "reclaimed strip
mines. " However,, it appears
to be the strip operations and
their access roads which are
the primary factors for the
growing Fishtrap situation.

The Corps invited a federal
attorney to view the damage
and recommend possible legal
sanctions which might be ta-

ken. In the meantime, meet-
ings are being set with the
coal operators to consider
possible ways of easing the
silt problem.

The $35 million Fishtrap pro-
ject was completed in 1968.
Coal operations then active
were permitted to continue in
neighboring lands. The Corps
had felt that existing state and
federal mining laws could pre
vent destruction of the project
by mining debris and runoff.

after community groups ar-

gued that they were not being
well served by it.

Cooper also said that "if the
criticism that the LKLP plan
does not sufficiently empha
size" preventive medicine is
correct, "we will require that
that be changed. " Such a charge
has been made against the medi-

cal component of the program.
Dueck acknowledged on

Tuesday that while there is
" a gooa preventive section
in the dental component, it is
not quite so clear" in the med-

ical.
Similarly. Cooper said that

staff at OHA are "still review-

ing" the plan to use such fa-

cilities as the Daniel Boone

Clinic and the Appalachian
Regional Hospitals. "If we find
that these agencies do not
meet the mandates of our pro-

gram, we will request appro-

priate measures. " The direc-

tor emphasized, however,
that to his knowledge, no
such determination Dy OHA
has yet been made.

There has also been some talk
that the program, if and when
it is funded, will be established
as a corporation independent of
LKLP. Vanderpool noted that
OEO considered such a possibil-
ity "months ago, " suggesting it
then to the LKLP board. That
board has "not resolved" the
issue, Vanderpool said.

"If (OHA) extends the pro-

gram, they may suggest such a
separate corporation, " Vander-
pool added. "If they did, then
LKLP would have the choice"
of either refusing the funds or
allowing an independent cor-

poration to be set up.
Personally, the project di-

rector said, "I'm not sure" whe-

ther the independent corpora-
tion plan would be best.

The overall effect of the de-

velopment is to delay for
three months the im --

plementatlon of the already
much-delay- ed health operation.

Carrs Fork . .

a

he said.
As for silt, he said that "it

washes right out", not creating
a serious problem. "We are
keeping our eye on all the mi-

ning permits (In the area) to
see what happens, " he added.

Meanwhile, the Corps still
anticipates "an impoundment
in early 1973. We have had nr
slippage on any of our earlier
target dates, " Pedigo said.


