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Hospital
problems
considered
The Kentucky Nurses Associ-

ation (KNA) has been asked by
registered nurses at the Whites-bur- g

Appalachian Regional
Hospital to work with them "In
an attempt to solve some nur-

sing problems. "

KNA, which it a statewide
professional association for nur-

ses, has had personnel in Whites-bur-

for some time now eval-
uating the situation. When
askea what matters are being
reviewed, a statement was re-

leased which said that ". 11 of
these activities are related to
better patient care and more
effective use of nursing per-

sonnel. "

KNA executive director Nelle
Weller, who has been in'Whites-bur- g

several times, declined
comment on what specific
complaints are being consid-
ered. But, she emphasized,
"what we are doing is to make
things better for patients. " She
noted that there Is no wage is-

sue or any question, of direct
benefits to nurses involved.

In response to a reporter's
query, the registered nurses
also declined to discuss specif-
ics. "Any f urther information
at this time will have to come
from Miss Weller or Mr. Don
Andrews, director of the Appa-

lachian Regional Hospitals"
in Lexington.

Andrews was called, but an
assistant reported that he was
out of town for three weeks.
He suggested that the Whites --

burg administrator, Bernard S.

Wysocki, be called. However,
Wysocki was alto out of town
this week, an operator at the
hospital said.

The board of the Kentucky
River Area Development Dis-

trict (KRADD) voted last week
to Inform state executive and
legislative officials of its sup-
port for a severance tax on all
minerals, with the revenue to
return to the counties of the
minerals' origin.

KRADD's action, which came
in the form of a resolution pro-
posed by Hazard Mayor Wil-

liam P. Morton, was taken af-

ter Morton had pointed out
the "need to let the governor
and others know that we feel
we should be able to keep
this (severance tax) money
right here. "

The only debate on the mat-
ter involved an amendment
proposed by Arch Bowman of
Owsley County. Bowman wan-

ted the resolution to cover
counties where coal and other
minerals are transported, though
not necessarily mined. He
noted that damage is done
in such counties at overweight
trucks past through.

Morton, however, warned that
such an amendment "could in
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Reservoir may be dead

Mineral tax favored

Further evidence that the pro-
posed Carr't Fork dam may be
"dead" even before it it com-
pleted was offered at last
week's Kentucky River Area
Development District (KRADD)
board meeting.

The board approved a request
for more than $12 million from

clude Fayette or even Jeffer-
son count let, " and would de-

feat the purpose. The amend-
ment failed 7-- 5, and a vote
on the resolution itself then
passed, 8-- 3.

The resolution noted the im-

portance of coal to eastern
Kentucky, and noted that a
severance tax may come out
of the 1972 legislature. There-
fore, it resolved, "we take pos-

itive action to organize the
public offld als in the coal
producing counties to ruake our
position known. . . "

"Be it further resolved, " the
statement continued, "that we
feel that replacing all the reve-
nue lost from a possible remov-
al of the sales tax on food from
a tax on coal alone it discrim-
inatory and unfair and that if a
tax it passed, it should be
levied on gat and oil and all
other miner alt. "

Governor Wendell Ford hat
favored a severance tax, but
only on coal, with revenue
remaining within the state's
general fund
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the federal government for the
Buckhom-Ga- yt Creek Water
District. However, the action
was taken with the following
staff recommendation: "There
is increasing concern over in-

dications water stored in the
Can's Fork impoundment will
be highly acid and require ex-
pensive treatment to eliminate
hazard as a source of supply. "

Thus, staff recommended that
the water treatment plant be
located at Buckhorn.

The staff's recommendation
was based on studies by the
Army Corps of Engineers, ac-

cording to staff assistant Paul
Townes.

However, a spokesman for the
Corps in Louisville denied that
there is a serious problem of
acid drainage at the Carr's
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March set
Plans were made at an anti-str- ip

-- mining rally in Knott
County last Saturday for a
march to Frankfort on Janu-
ary 4, 1972, to puth for a
legislative ban on strip-minin- g.

The activity it set to coin-
cide with the opening day of
the 1972 General Astembly.
Save Our Kentucky (SOK) it
coordinating the drive.

People attending a rally at the
Cordia School in Knott Coun-
ty discussed such problems
at transportation and cotts
of the proposed trip to the
state capital.
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Washington sends
health plan back

The Office of Health Affairs
(OH A) has sent back the $3. 5

million health program pro-
posal of the Leslie, Knott,
Letcher. Perry Community
Action Council (LKLP). The
program, which was sent to
Washington earlier this month,
was returned for revision in
sections with which OHA is
apparently dissatisfied.

Dr. Leon Cooper, director of
OHA, told The Mountain Ea-

gle that the planning grant to
LKLP has been extended for
three months. " Until the things
we've pointed out are redone, "

he said, "we will not review
the existing package any fur- -
ther. "

(OHA is part of the Office of
Economic Opportunity)

O-o-o- -o,

tannenbaum!
Pine trees grown on a Letcher

County strip mine figured in
the newt in Washington, D. C,
this week.

Here's the story, at reported
in the Washington Evening Star:

By Bob Walter!

NOTHING IS SACRED ANY
MORE DEPT: Even the tradi-
tional Christmas tree is being
used at a lobbying gimmick
by a special interest group nere.

Four high-ranki- ng officials of
the Interior Department, eight
members of the House and Sen-

ate and a Congressional staff
aide have received free white

(Continued on Page 13)

Housing
A modular housing project is

fetting underway near
the units being

placed on a strip-min- e re-

claimed by the Beth-Elkho- rn

Corp. The first ted

units made their way to Let-

cher County yesterday.
David Zegeer, Beth-El- k horn's

division superintendent, said
that he would "rather wait"
before commenting on the pro-

ject. He explained that in the
past, efforts by his company
in terms of strip-mi- ne recla-
mation "have been ridiculed
in certain" newspapers. "We
want to be sure we have this
:hing going before we talk too
much about it, " he said.

However, Zegeer did say that
current plans are for 35 to 40
units to be placed on the site.
The units are constructed by
Kentucky Construction Co. in
Lexington, and then transpor-
ted here. Beth-Elkho- rn it tell-
ing the individual sites to the
construction firm.
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The move came somewhat
as a surprise since program
planners have been going

indicating that OHA ap-

proval was expected. Project
Director Isaac Vanderpool had
told LKLP board members that
while he expected some re-

visions might be requested,
funding would be likely.

However, Dr. Cooper said
that OHA will authorize fund-

ing only for further planning,
and not for any implementa-
tion of the program.

He said that he was uncertain
as to whether funds would be
provided for the Boone Fork i

Community Kitchen after its
current funding ends on De-

cember 31, although he ex-

pected that "arrangements had
been made" to that ettect.

Asked yesterday about the sta-

tus of his proposal, Vanderpool
said that OHA was "reviewing"
it, and "we will probably know
something by the first of the
year." Meanwhile. LKLP health
planners at a meeting of so-

cial agencies in Whitesburg on
Tuesday appeared unaware of
the development. Mrs. Lois
Baker, health planner, and con-

sultant Peter Dueck had come to
explain aspects of the plan.

Mrs. Baker, who has been
on the staff for only a few
weeks, was unable to answer
many of the specific questions
of those present. Similarly,
Dueck said that "there are
many things still up in the
air.''

The program has been the
subject ofcontroversy, with
critics questioning such aspects
as a seemingly high pay scale
and the proposal to limit the
program to only 9, 000 LKLP

residents.
(Continued on Page 20)

started
Plans alto call for the estab-

lishment of a mobile home
park on 8. 7 acres of flat land
beneath the strip mine bench.
Trailer sites will be leased,
Zegeer said.

The immediate hope is to get
IS units set up on one tide of
the former strip mine bench,
he added.

Takeover?
The Kentucky River Area De-

velopment District is moving to
take over planning for education
and health services in an eight-coun- ty

area.
The district board of directors

also has indicated intentions to
assume a more active supervisory
role for all projects and programs
conducted in the district counties
and financed primarily by local,

(Continued on Page 8)


