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Osbourne threatens to leave 
‘America’s Got Talent’

As if there were not already enough tumult on 
talent shows: Sharon Osbourne is openly threaten-
ing to leave America’s Got Talent over what she now 
claims is NBC “discrimination”  against her son Jack 
Osbourne. 

The British-born talent judge and co-host of CBS’ 
The Talk is fuming because she claims the network 
booted her  son, 26, from the upcoming reality show 
Stars Earn Stripes after he was diagnosed with mul-
tiple sclerosis. “It’s discrimination, and it was badly 
handled,” Osbourne told the New York Post. 

Osbourne’s threat comes as top-rated talent 
contests across the dial are seeing shake-ups at the 
judges’ tables. American Idol is in the middle of a 
housecleaning after Steven Tyler and Jennifer Lopez 
exited the show. The X Factor hired Britney Spears 
and Demi Novato to replace Paula Abdul and Nicole 
Scherzinger. Howard Stern is finishing his first sea-
son on AGT after Piers Morgan left to devote more 
time to his CNN show. 

One reason for all the musical chairs: ratings. The landscape for 
talent shows has become increasingly competitive as more of them 
have cluttered the air. Idol saw ratings declines of double digits this 
season, and Stern did not deliver the ratings bounce for AGT that many 
analysts expected. 

 Producers of Stars Earn Stripes  had talked with Jack Osbourne in 
May about a role on the show, which features celebrities facing off in 
military-style feats. But producer David Hurwitz told the Post that Jack 
Osbourne, whose MS diagnosis was revealed earlier this year, was un-
able to handle the “rigors” of the competition, and the deal collapsed 
(Hurwitz claimed that Osbourne was never officially hired).   
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 Actress Verna Bloom is 73. Humorist 
 Garrison Keillor is 70. Singer B.J. Thomas is 70.  Country singer 
Rodney Crowell is 62.   Actor David Duchovny is 52.  Actress Charlize 
Theron is 37.  

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS:

Aug. 4: 
Powerball: 19-30-48-53-55   18
Jackpot: $186.1 million; no 
winner

Aug. 3: 
Mega Millions: 2-10-13-38-46   2
Jackpot: $13 million; no winner

Aug. 6: Decades of Dollars:
1-9-10-12-20-43

Aug. 6: Day: Pick 3: 3-6-4
Pick 4: 7-5-1-0

Night: Pick 3: 4-1-5
Pick 4: 8-9-9-6

Cash Ball: 2-9-13-22 10
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 NEW YORK — Healthy 
older adults and those with 
mild cognitive impairment 
given a drug that spurs hor-
mones important to normal 
brain function had improved 
concentration, decision-mak-
ing skills and verbal memory, 
a study found. 

The healthy adults given 
Theratechnologies Inc. ’s 
 Egrifta, a drug that spurs the 
release of human growth hor-
mone, had executive function 
improvements that were more 
than 100 percent greater than 
those in a placebo group,  and 
verbal memory improvements 
were 50 percent greater, said 
Laura Baker, lead  author of 
Monday’s study in the Ar-
chives of Neurology. 

The growth hormone is 
released from the brain and 
stimulates others that are 
important for normal brain 
function, Baker said. The sys-
tem of hormones declines as 
people age. Monday’s findings 
offer a possible new treatment 
for the aging brain of healthy 
older adults  and those with 
mild cognitive impairment, 
who are at an increased risk 
of developing Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, she said. 

“Very few other strategies 
to improve cognition in these 

adults have demonstrated suc-
cess,” Baker, an associate pro-
fessor of psychiatry and behav-
ioral sciences at the University 
of Washington School of Medi-
cine in Seattle, said Monday . 
“This strategy of supplement-
ing one hormone that can then 
impact several other hormones 
represents a new approach that 
targets an entire biological sys-
tem to restore function to that 
of a younger adult.” 

More studies are needed to 
look at the safety and efficacy 
of long-term use on cognitive 
function in older adults before 
doctors can start prescribing 
it as a treatment, she said. 

Growth hormone shown 
to improve cognitive 
skills in older adults

By Nicole Ostrow
Bloomberg News

Have your account number handy and visit lge-ku.com/dc or call 1-800-356-5467.

With Demand Conservation, it’s easy to earn up to $20 or more in summer energy bill credits.
All you have to do is sign up, and we’ll place a switch on your A/C unit, electric water heater,
or pool pump. We do the work. You get the credits.

Sit back. Relax.
And watch the summer energy bill credits roll in. The Demand Conservation Program.
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