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process that’s designed to 
leave no margin of doubt 
or possibility of error about 
the heroism and sacrifices of 
U.S. service personnel. They 
also could bolster charges 
by some officers, lawmakers, 
veterans’ groups and experts 
that the process is vulnerable 
to improper interference and 
manipulation, embarrassing 
the military services and the 
Obama administration. 

“The whole awards system 
is just totally jacked up,” said 
Doug Sterner, a military his-
torian who has made a career 
of verifying the authenticity 
of commendations. 

The Pentagon and the 
military services deny that 
the system is flawed, and the 
U.S. command in Afghanistan 
denied that there was any at-
tempt to downgrade Swen-
son’s Medal of Honor nomina-
tion. 

Yet despite the possibility 
of malfeasance or worse, no 
further effort was made to de-
termine what happened. The 
“discrepancies” posed by the 
evidence of a downgrade to a 
Distinguished Service Cross 
“could not be resolved,” the 
investigators said. 

Swenson’s nomination was 
resubmitted last year. Presi-
dent Barack Obama must 
approve it before Sept. 8, 
the third anniversary of the 
battle, or it expires and can 
be revived only by an act of 
Congress. 

It couldn’t be determined 
whether there was an effort 
to kill Swenson’s Medal of 
Honor nomination, but there 
are several possible motives 
for doing so. 

Interviewed by military 
investigators five days after 
the battle, Swenson implicitly 
criticized top U.S. command-
ers in Afghanistan by blasting 
their rules of engagement. 
Angered that his repeated 
calls for artillery and air sup-
port were denied during the 
ambush, he charged that in 
trying to prevent civilian ca-
sualties for political reasons, 
the rules were costing U.S. 
soldiers’ lives. 

“We are not looking at the 
ground fighter and why he is 
using these air assets,” Swen-
son said, according to a tran-
script obtained by McClatchy. 
“We just reduced an asset 
that’s politically unpopular. 
I’m sure there are a lot of peo-
ple out there saying, ‘I would 
really like that asset.’ There 
are probably a lot of people 
who got killed as a result of 
not having that asset. 

“I’m not a politician. I’m 
just the guy on the ground 
asking for that ammunition to 
be dropped because it’s going 
to save lives,” he said. 

Further, several key parts 
of the Army’s draft account 
of Swenson’s deeds — a cen-
tral pillar of a nomination file 
— conflict with the Marines’ 
 account of Meyer’s acts. 

The Army’s version, a 
copy of which was obtained 
by  McClatchy, said it was Sw-
enson — not Meyer — who 
led the recovery of U.S. and 
Afghan casualties from the 
Ganjgal Valley. 

“The need for a ground re-
covery of all remaining casu-
alties had now become clear,” 
the Army’s draft narrative 
said. “Facing this extreme 
and dire circumstance, and 
going above and beyond the 
call of duty, CPT Swenson 
gathered available combat 
power to lead a return up the 
wash.” 

The Army’s draft narra-
tive also corroborated the 
reporting of a McClatchy 
correspondent who survived 
the ambush that the belated 
arrival of U.S. helicopters 
had allowed trapped Ameri-
can personnel to escape, and 
that they weren’t saved by 
Meyer. 

“A team of scout helicop-
ters … arrived in the valley. 
CPT Swenson … began to 
talk the aircrafts’ fires onto 
the various enemy targets,” 
the draft narrative said. “The 
enemy sporadically engaged 
coalition forces while they 
were overhead. This provid-
ed (Swenson and those with 
him) the slim opportunity 
they needed” to pull back. 

The problem of conflicting 
narratives would have been 
eliminated with the quiet 
death of Swenson’s nomina-
tion, which was put in two 
months before Meyer was 
nominated. 

Clearing Meyer’s award 
would have pacified Marine 
leaders who blamed Marine 
casualties on the Army’s fail-
ure to provide timely air and 
ground support. Moreover, 
they were angered by the first 
investigation of the battle — 
conducted solely by the Army 
— which they considered un-
balanced. And then the Army 
nominated one of its own for 
the Medal of Honor. 

After receiving an official 
inquiry about its status in 
July 2011, Marine Gen. John 
Allen, the top U.S. command-
er in Afghanistan, resubmit-
ted Swenson’s nomination 
when a duplicate packet was 
found outside the computer-
ized awards system. Allen 
also ordered the investigation 
into what happened to the 
original. 

Swenson’s replacement 
nomination, submitted about 
the same time that Obama 
signed off on Meyer’s deco-
ration, is thought to have 
been approved by the Army’s 
leadership and is awaiting a 
review by Defense Secretary 

Leon Panetta before being 
passed to Obama for final ac-
tion. George Little, a spokes-
man for Panetta, declined to 
discuss the case. 

Swenson, 33, of Seattle, re-
signed from the Army in Feb-
ruary 2011. He declined to be 
interviewed for this report. 

The evidence that his orig-
inal Medal of Honor nomina-
tion was downgraded against 
regulations comes on top of a 
McClatchy investigation that 
found that the Marine Corps 
inflated its account of Meyer’s 
deeds, attributing actions to 
him that were embellished 
or unsubstantiated or that 
couldn’t have happened.

Obama’s recitation of 
Meyer’s acts — delivered at 
a White House awards cer-
emony on Sept. 15, 2011 
— repeated the exaggerated 
and erroneous details, said 
the McClatchy investigation, 
which was published in De-
cember by the journalist who 
survived the ambush while 
on assignment with Meyer’s 
unit.

From Page A5

MEDAL

Army Capt. William Swenson of Seattle, called for air support on his radio as Afghan security 
forces and their U.S. military trainers took cover after being ambushed on Sept. 8, 2009. The 
force had been headed to the village of Ganjgal in Afghanistan’s eastern Kunar province to search 
for weapons and hold talks with the elders who had agreed to accept the authority of the local 
government. Three U.S. Marines and a Navy corpsman and nine Afghans were killed in the battle. 
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have their own costs covered 
should the need arise.

Department of Insurance 
spokeswoman Ronda Sloan 
said she expects the judge to 
consider the state’s motion to 
hold Medi-Share in contempt 
for disobeying a permanent 
injunction barring it from 
 doing business in Kentucky.

“Medi-Share agreed to the 
injunction on March 1, 2011, 
but continues to operate in 
the state,” Sloan said Mon-
day.

The judge might also hear 
a motion to reconsider the 
injunction because of changes 
that Medi-Share has made 
over the past year that could 
bring it into compliance with 
state insurance regulations.

Tea Party activist David 
Adams, who has filed com-
plaints with the Department 
of Insurance in support of 
Medi-Share and similar min-
istries, said he thinks Ken-
tucky’s Christians are closely 
watching the case.

“The more they look at 
this issue the clearer it will 
become to Kentucky’s two 
million active Christians that 
their rights to save money on 
one of their biggest bills is 
being unconstitutionally in-
hibited by their state govern-
ment,” Adams said.

Medi-Share continues 
to recruit new members in 
Kentucky by running ads on 
Christian radio stations, de-
spite the injunction.

Medi-Share members af-
firm a statement of Christian 
beliefs and pledge to follow a 

code that includes no tobacco 
or illegal drugs, no sex outside 
of marriage, and no abuse of 
alcohol or legal medications. 
Every month, members pay 
a fixed “share” to cover the 
medical expenses of members 
in need. The cost usually is 
less than private insurance.
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1190 E. New Circle Rd.
1-800-636-3212

Sat. 9am-4pm

Call Today!

VISIT OUR
SHOWROOM

ANDREGISTER
TOWIN THIS
SMART CAR

VISIT US
ONLINE FOR

OFFICIAL RULES

FREEESTIMATES!

WANTED
HOMES THAT NEED ROOFING

A select number of homeowners in Lexington
and the surrounding areas will be given the

opportunity to have a lifetime Erie Metal
Roofing System installed on their home at a

reasonable cost.

An Erie Metal Roof will keep your home cooler
in the summer and warmer in the winter.

Call today to see if you qualify. Not only will
you receive the best price possible, but we

will give you access to no money down bank
financing with very attractive rates and terms.

DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SAVE.

An Erie Metal Roofing System will provide
your home with unsurpassed “Beauty and

Lasting Protection”!

www.ErieMetalRoofs.com

TM

1-888-351-9442
Call Now!

National Fuel Efficiency month is not a government holiday. *MPG is EPA HWY estimate.

1) 36-month closed end lease with 12,000 miles/year, all rebates to dealer; security deposit

waived, excludes tax & license; tax & license only due at signing, WAC. Expires 8-31-12.

$0
DOWN!

$0
1st PAYMENT!

$0
SECURITY
DEPOSIT!

HYUNDAI ON RICHMOND RD.

36MONTH
LEASE

Auto, Very Nicely Equipped

35
MPG!*

New 2013 Hyundai

SONATA GLS

$255/mo.!
1

Our Best Sellers
Choose Your Gift

Get More

Free with any Estee Lauder purchase of $35.00 or more. Worth over $100.00

Get
Advanced Night Repair
and Soft Clean Cleanser

A Chic Cheek Trio. Free.

2 Pure Color Blush shades plus
bronzer and travel case. Add them
to your gift with any Estee Lauder
purchase of $70.00 or more.

Both Gifts Together Worth Over $150.00

Choose Your Moisturizer
Resilience Lift Creme (shown)
or Time Zone Creme

Choose Your Shades
Subtle or Bold
2 Pure Color Lipsticks

Plus
Sumptuous Mascara

Everything you’ve told us you love. All in one gift. Then, ask us anything. Learn something new.
Get individual attention, with our free Signature Services.

Offer good while supplies last. Quantities limited. One of each gift to a customer, please.

Call 1-800-345-5273 to find a Dillard’s store near you.


