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Dear Mr. Opinion Guy,
Over the past few years, 

I’ve built a successful busi-
ness. I’ve worked hard, and 
I’m proud of what I’ve done. 
But now President Barack 
Obama tells me that social 
and political forces helped 
build that. Mitt Romney went 
to Israel and said cultural 
forces explain the differences 
in the wealth of nations. I’m 
confused. How much of my 
success is me, and how much 
of my success comes from 
forces outside of me?

Confused in Columbus.
Dear Confused,
This is an excellent ques-

tion. It has no definitive an-
swer. There were many differ-
ent chefs of the stew that is 
you: parents, friends, teach-
ers, ancestors, mentors and, 
of course, Oprah Winfrey. It’s 
very hard to know how much 
of your success is owed to 
those people and how much 
is owed to yourself. As a wise 
man once said, what God 
hath woven together, even 
multiple regression analysis 
cannot tear asunder.

Nonetheless, this question 
does have a practical and a 
moral answer. It is this: You 
should regard yourself as 
the sole author of all your 
future achievements and as 
the grateful beneficiary of all 
your past successes.

As you go through life, 
you should pass through 
different phases in thinking 
about how much credit you 

deserve. You should start 
your life with the illusion that 
you are completely in control 
of what you do. You should 
finish life with the recogni-
tion that, all in all, you got 
better than you deserved.

In your 20s, for example, 
you should regard yourself as 
an Ayn Randian Superman 
who is the architect of the 
wonder that is you. 

This is the last time in 
your life that 
you will find 
yourself truly 
fascinating, 
so you might 
as well take 
advantage of 
it. You should 
imagine that 
you have the 
power to to-
tally transform 
yourself, to go 
from the pathetic characters 
on “Girls” to the awesome 
and confident persona of 
someone like Jay-Z.

This sense of possibility 
will unleash feverish energies 
that will propel you forward. 
You’ll be one of those people 
who joined every club in 
high school, started a side 
business while in college and 
spent the years after gradua-
tion bravely doing entrepre-
neurial social work across the 
developing world.

This may not make you 
sympathetic when it comes 
to other people’s failures (as 
everybody’s Twitter feed can 
attest), but it will give you 
liftoff velocity in the race of 
life.

In your 30s and 40s, you 
will begin to think like a po-
litical scientist. You’ll have a 

lower estimation of your 
own power and a greater 
estimation of the power of 
the institutions you happen 
to be in.

You’ll still have faith in 
your own skills, but it will be 
more the skills of navigation, 
not creation. You’ll adapt to 
the rules and peculiarities of 
your environment. 

You’ll keep up with what 
the essayist Joseph Epstein 

calls “the 
current snob-
beries.” You’ll 
understand 
that the cru-
cial question 
isn’t what 
you want, 
but what the 
market wants. 
For a brief 
period, you 
won’t mind 

breakfast meetings.
Then in your 50s and 60s, 

you will become a sociolo-
gist, understanding that rela-
tionships are more powerful 
than individuals. The higher 
up a person gets, the more 
time that person devotes to 
scheduling and personnel. As 
a manager, you will find your-
self in the coaching phase of 
life, enjoying the dreams of 
your underlings. Ambition, 
like promiscuity, is most 
pleasant when experienced 
vicariously.

You’ll find yourself 
thinking back to your own 
mentors, newly aware of how 
much they shaped your path. 
Even though the emotions of 
middle-aged people are kind 
of ridiculous, you’ll get sen-
timental about the relation-
ships you benefited from and 

the ones you are building. 
Steve Jobs said his greatest 
accomplishment was building 
a company, not a product.

Then in your 70s and 
80s, you’ll be like an ancient 
historian. 

Your mind will bob over 
the decades and then back 
over the centuries, and you’ll 
realize how deeply you were 
formed by the ancient tradi-
tions of your people — being 
Mormon or Jewish or black 
or Hispanic. 

You’ll appreciate how 
much power the dead have 
over the living, since this will 
one day be your only power. 
You’ll be struck by the as-
tonishing importance of luck 
— the fact that you took this 
bus and not another, met this 
person and not another.

In short, as maturity 
develops and the perspectives 
widen, the smaller the power 
of the individual appears, 
and the greater the power of 
those forces flowing through 
the individual.

But you, Mr. Confused 
in Columbus, are right to 
preserve your pride in your 
accomplishments. Great 
companies, charities and na-
tions were built by groups of 
individuals who each vastly 
overestimated their own 
autonomy. 

As an ambitious executive, 
it’s important that you believe 
that you will deserve credit 
for everything you achieve. 
As a human being, it’s impor-
tant for you to know that’s 
nonsense.
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BELIEVE IN YOUR POWER BUT APPRECIATE YOUR BENEFITS

ILLUSION OF WHO GETS CREDIT

GOP voters still choosing 
Tea Party over establishment

Texas Republicans have just nominated a 
Senate candidate who is promising to protect 
America’s golf courses from the United Na-
tions.

This is not actually the most important 
point about Ted Cruz, the Tea Party favorite 
who scored a dramatic upset victory over the 
state’s lieutenant governor last Tuesday. 

But we don’t really need to go over his 
basic agenda because you can pretty much 
guess it. (Hint: cutspendingshrinkgovernmen-
trepealObamacare.) Also, he memorized the 
Constitution in high school. And he wants to 
abolish the Internal Revenue Service.

But about golf: In a blog posting early this 
year, Cruz vowed that as senator he would 
fight against “a dangerous United Nations 
plan” on environmental sustainability that he 
said was aimed at abolishing “golf courses, 
grazing pastures and paved roads.” 

He blamed all this on the Democratic 
financier-philanthropist George Soros.

While I could personally look with equa-
nimity upon the idea of a world without golf 
courses, the thing Cruz was talking about is 
actually a vague, nonbinding resolution that’s 
more than 20 years old.

The Senate seat in question is currently 
held by Kay Bailey Hutchison, a politically 
conservative and emotionally moderate 
Republican who liked working on undramatic 
issues like aviation safety. 

Cruz’s victory was the latest in a number 
of Tea Party triumphs in Republican prima-
ries, and it certainly does suggest that next 
year the Republican Senate contingent will be 
composed almost entirely of right-wing pur-
ists and people who are afraid they’re going 
to be primaried by a right-wing purist.

It’s so ironic, people. The national elector-
ate is totally turned off by partisan standoffs. 
You can almost hear the public imploring, 
will you guys please just make some back-
room deals? And, at that same moment, the 
Republican candidates are being pushed into 
being more and more intractable.

Cruz will now run this fall against Paul Sa-
dler, the Democratic nominee, who says that 
since Tuesday he’s been getting an “unbeliev-
able” number of calls from people offering 
support and money. That would be a good 
thing because Sadler’s campaign war chest 
was previously the size of a piggy bank.

If Cruz wins the seat, he’d be the third 
Hispanic member of the Senate — two of 
them Republican, all of them Cuban-Amer-
ican. Perhaps it was a coincidence that just 
as he was cruising to victory, the Democrats 
announced that Mayor Julian Castro of San 
Antonio would be the keynote speaker at 
their convention. Castro is the 37-year-old 
son of a single mother whose twin brother, 
Joaquin, is a state legislator currently running 
for a safe Democratic seat in Congress.

Take that, Republicans! We’ll see you one 
Cuban-American Harvard Law graduate who 

memorized the Constitution when he was in 
high school and raise you Mexican-American 
twins who went to Harvard Law and got 
elected mayor and state representative! The 
race for the Hispanic vote goes on, and we 
will try to avoid mentioning that virtually 
the only thing all three of these people have 
in common is an inability to speak fluent 
Spanish.

Texas money and Texas politicians helped 
create the Tea Party movement, and the 
state does tend to treasure the extreme. The 
current Republican state platform calls for an 
end to the teaching of “critical thinking” in 
public schools. 

In the Texas primary, a member of the 
state Supreme Court lost renomination to a 
former county judge who had made his name 
fighting for the right to work in a courtroom 
with a picture of the Ten Commandments on 
the wall and a monument to the Bible in the 
front yard.

There’s always been a strong antigovern-
ment strain in Texas politics, which seems 
to have something to do with Texans being 
obsessed with the fact that their state was 
once an independent republic. 

“We are very proud of our Texas history,” 
Gov. Rick Perry once said. “People discuss 
and debate the issues of can we break our-
selves into five states, can we secede, a lot 
of interesting things that I’m sure Oklahoma 
and Pennsylvania would love to be able to say 
about their states, but, the fact is, they can’t. 
Because they’re not Texas.” He was totally 
stunned when it turned out that nobody 
wanted to nominate him for president.

But even Perry was supporting Cruz’s 
opponent, Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst, who 
represented the traditional Texas Republican 
business establishment. (Dewhurst himself 
has a Mitt Romney-sized fortune.) But he 
turned out to be a terrible debater and lethar-
gic campaigner. His platform was basically 
the same as Cruz’s, although with a slightly 
shorter list of federal agencies to abolish.

Maybe the real answer to this and all the 
other Tea Party-over-establishment upsets is 
that the traditional Republican Party is just 
burned out and devoid of fresh faces. 

It’s either that or the golf course peril.
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Texas Republican Senate candidate Ted Cruz 
spoke to the media Wednesday in Houston after 
trouncing Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst in a runoff.  
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You should start your 
 life with the illusion  

that you are completely 
 in control of what  

you do. You should finish 
life with the recognition 

that, all in all, you got 
better than you deserved.

Don’t let your hectic schedule keep you from Central Kentucky’s best 
news, sports and entertainment. Get eEDITION! 
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Teacher Education
2012 President’s Award Recipient

Ruth Slack Roach Scholar
Student Government President

Student Athlete

WANTED

JOHN C. BUCKLEY IV

Male/White/29

Date of birth: 11/22/82

Height: 6’03”/ Weight: 200 lbs.

WANTED FOR:

BAIL JUMPING 1ST DEGREE & 

TAMPERING WITH PRISONER 

MONITORING DEVICE

Sponsor of the MonthTo support Crime Stoppers, call 1-877-970-2020. SE HABLA ESPAÑOL. 
The “Crime of the Week” is re-enacted each Tuesday on all news broadcasts 

of  WKYT-TV. Visit our web site at www.bluegrasscrimestoppers.com

In addition to Crime of the Week, a 
cash reward is offered for information 
leading to the arrest of this individual.

Crime Stoppers doesn’t 
want your name – 

just your information.
We pay cash for clues
leading to the arrest

of any wanted persons.

877-970-2020
Or, text “TIPS2020” plus your 

tip to CRIMES (274637).

You can log onto

www.bluegrasscrimestoppers.com/

crimeoftheweek to view the suspect. 

ROBBERY
On May 25, 2012 at approximately 3:00 

P.M. the PNC Bank in Woodhill was robbed. A 

male/black suspect entered the bank, walked 

up to a teller and demanded money. After 

stealing the cash the suspect fled the bank in 

an unknown direction.

Detectives were able to retrieve the 

banks surveillance video of the robbery. 

Crime Stoppers is asking for assistance in 

identifying the suspect and are requesting 

assistance from anyone with information 

in solving this robbery case.

$1,000 CASH REWARD!
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