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New York Times editorial

Senate Republicans regularly 
promote themselves as the true 
custodians of national security. This 
claim seemed particularly hollow 
last week when they helped block 
a new measure aimed at protecting 
America’s vulner-
able computer 
networks from 
attack by, among 
others, hostile 
governments.

The legisla-
tion would have 
required compa-
nies to share data 
about cyberat-
tacks with the 
government, and 
would have cre-
ated a framework 
for minimum 
security stan-
dards to toughen computer protec-
tions. But the Chamber of Com-
merce and other business interests 
said the rules would be too costly 
and intrusive, and the Republicans 
went along. The result was to post-
pone action until after the August 
recess, and even then the bill may 
go nowhere given the pressures of 
election-year politics.

The cost of inaction is already 
high. Every day, China and other 
foreign governments, hackers and 
criminals are working to break into 
American computer networks. Last 
year there were 200 attacks on vital 
infrastructure — power plants, 
electric grids, refineries, transporta-
tion networks and water treatment 

systems. Most of these facilities are 
owned by the private sector, whose 
defenses are dangerously weak. 
Many companies do not even insist 
on secure passwords for computers. 
Nightmare scenarios include attacks 
that shut down the stock exchange, 

a nuclear power 
plant, the nation’s 
rail system or all 
three at once. The 
Obama adminis-
tration, including 
senior military 
leaders, lobbied 
hard for the bipar-
tisan bill, which 
was three years 
in the making. In 
the end, common-
sense pleadings 
could not compete 
with the Chamber, 

which has funneled 
millions of dollars to Republicans.

In recent days, the bill’s principal 
Senate sponsors, including Joseph 
Lieberman, a Connecticut indepen-
dent, and Susan Collins, a Maine 
Republican, agreed to compromises, 
including a provision making the 
stricter security standards voluntary 
and giving industry an important 
role in framing them. These efforts 
were also unavailing. 

Senate Minority Leader Mitch 
McConnell insists his fellow Repub-
licans realize that the country faces 
a cybersecurity threat. If that is true, 
they have to find a way to resolve 
the differences and pass a credible 
bill. Otherwise, they will have left 
the nation at grave risk.

JOEL PETT, HERALD-LEADER CARTOONIST

Boy Scouts 
laudable for 

upholding gay ban 
Boy Scouts of America is to be 

applauded. Its policy to exclude gays 
and lesbians only serves to strength-
en its stellar foundation of integrity 
and moral fiber upon which the 
Scouts have been established.

A distinctive and exemplary qual-
ity of character exists throughout 
the organization, which causes it to 
tower above its peers. Its creed does 
not include lambasting or attempt-
ing to discredit others who have 
different viewpoints and beliefs.

To be venomously and viciously 
attacked by organizations and 
individuals who will pander to those 
of questionable character and bare 
moral convictions is nothing short of 
disgraceful.

The comment that the Boy 
Scouts of America is “one of the last 
cultural organizations to have dis-
crimination as part of their policy” 
speaks volumes for the Boy Scouts, 
for one of Webster’s definitions for 
discriminate is “to use good judg-
ment.”

I find it ludicrous that gay and 
lesbian organizations who are 
literally begging for acceptance 
of their lifestyle would refuse to 
extend the same consideration to 
the Boy Scouts, who refuse to lower  
standards of excellence and moral 
conviction even as they face rancid 
persecution from the court of politi-
cal correctness and public opinion.

When the day arrives that I see 
James and John or Susy and Mary 
in the maternity ward rejoicing over 
the birth of their biological son or 
daughter by natural means, then and 
only then will I consider the Boy 
Scouts’ policy decision to be null 
and void.

Phillip M. Ellis
London

Terrorism hypocrisy
I support going after terrorists. 

However, it is hypocrisy for some of 
our nation’s leaders to stand against 
terrorists and nations that kill their 
own people while approving of the 
killing of over 50 million of our own 
innocent children through abortion. 

When they talk about the welfare 
of our children, do they mean the 
ones who weren’t murdered by abor-
tion of which they approve? 

In so doing, are we as a nation 
at or near the top of the list of ter-
rorists? When it comes to crimes 
against humanity, such leaders are 
the blind leading the blind. No intel-
ligent person in a scientifically savvy 
world can believe that life doesn’t 
begin at conception or that it’s a 
mother’s right to murder her child 
before or after birth.

It’s also ludicrous to try to hide 
the atrocity of abortion behind 
concern for a mother’s health. Yes, 

mothers pay a tremendous price to 
bear, give birth to and help raise 
children.

It’s not only the women but all 
of us (including Jesus, men and our 
military) who have to die so that 
others may live. The Lord Jesus 
Christ will return soon to explain. 
If you don’t believe that the Bible is 
the word of God, won’t you be sur-
prised? But then it will be too late.

Benjamin H. Moore II
Lexington

Open eyes to abuse
A great deal is being said about 

abuse but not nearly enough. Abuse 
comes in many ways and often from 
people you would never suspect. 

I had a buddy who was adopted 
out of an orphanage by a well-to-do 
couple. The father became a highly 
respected businessman and a leader 
in the community. My buddy never 
did anything worse than any normal 
kid would do. But when those things 
happened, his father would beat 
him; not spank him, beat him.

He was beaten so badly neigh-
bors would ask him what in the 
world was going on. They could 
hear the screams. He just said, “I 
did something wrong.” The beating 
didn’t stop until he quit screaming. 

The beatings changed my buddy 
in some very serious ways, I’m sure. 
Abuse is everywhere. Every day. 
Worldwide. Help out if you can.

Richard Randolph
Lexington

Guns a disease
1996: In Britain, a gunman 

massacres 16 children and their 
teacher. We blink and move on.

1999: In Columbine, Colo., teen-
age gunmen massacre 13 students 
and staff before killing themselves. 

2006: Six Amish schoolgirls are 
massacred by a gunman in Pennsyl-
vania. 

2007: Thirty-two young college 
students are massacred by a gun-
man at Virginia Tech University. 

2012: More than a dozen young 
people and adults are massacred in 
a theater in Aurora, Colo. And soon 
— as in the other cases — we will 
blink and move on.

This is only a tiny sampling 
of children massacred around the 
world, not by the guns of war, but 
by the guns held by an individual 
with an agenda. Every time this 
happens, the NRA mantra begins: 
“Guns don’t kill people; people kill 
people.”

No, sir. Guns kill people, and 
I am sickened and outraged when 
members of the NRA, as well as 
other gun enthusiasts, rise up and 
defend the right to own guns.

The Second Amendment was 
not referring to the rights of indi-
viduals to own guns; it referred to 
the right of a nation to defend itself 
with the use of guns, if necessary. 

When diseases, such as smallpox 
and polio, kill innocent children 
and adults, public and private 

forces mobilize to eradicate those 
diseases, and as a result, few 
children today die from those dis-
eases. But when it is guns that kill 
children, we mourn for a minute, 
look away and continue our lives 
without missing a beat.

Marjorie Fey Farris
Richmond

Media-aided violence
When are the TV, movie and 

video game industries going to real-
ize that a lot of the violence, crime, 
sexual attacks, etc., in our world 
(such as the shooting in the movie 
theater in Aurora, Colo.) are due to 
the violence, horror, action-packed 
and sexual content of our TV 
programs, movies and video games?

Normal people do not respond 
to these things, but the sick, 
drugged and mentally deranged 
people do respond and reenact 
these episodes.

These things that we are 
subjected to need to be stopped. 
How many more people are going 
to be killed or injured before these 
industries wake up?

Betty Ann Cason
Lexington

Vintage liberalism
Slow news week or just more 

left-leaning news to cover? I don’t 
know, but July 24 was certainly 
vintage Herald-Leader:

How Cheryl Truman kept a 
straight face interviewing yoga 
instructor Joanna Juzwik I do not 
know. This barely qualified as a 
legitimate news story when Juzwik 
started talking about getting in 
touch “with people’s spirits and see 
the energy around their bodies.” 

Really? And this from a paper 
with writers that mock Christians 
talking about the real spirit. An-
other odd-ball story from a growing 
kooky population down in Berea.

Joel Pett was his typical out-of-
touch, far left-wing self with his 
knee-jerk reaction to the tragic 
shooting in Colorado by mocking 
the NRA. 

If one of us right-wing-Bible-
thumping-gun-toting conservatives 
had been present in that movie 
theater with our concealed carry 
weapon, accused shooter James 
Holmes may have killed far fewer.

George Orwell’s book, 1984, and 
the upside down world it presents 
is on full display with President 
Barack Obama trying to deny 
his comments on how success-
ful businessmen have little to do 
with building their businesses and 
having success. His own commer-
cials present his statements intact, 
contradicting his own denial. 

If you vote for this guy again, 
you have only yourselves to blame. 
Obama is a liar, a socialist at heart, 
and will wreck the country given 
four more years. Wake up, America.

Susie Wingo
Liberty
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Child deaths represent the tip of 
the neglect and abuse that threaten 
Kentucky’s youngest citizens and, 
by extension, Kentucky’s future.

Critically examining what went 
wrong when a child dies on the 
state’s watch is one way to shore 
up protections for all children.

And, yet, one of the main find-
ings by Herald-Leader reporters 
who pored over recently opened 
state records is a lack of consistent 
internal reviews after a child dies 
or nearly dies.

Sometimes the internal reviews, 
which are required by state law, 
were detailed and included recom-
mendations for policy changes and 
other improvements. 

Sometimes they were perfunc-
tory one-page affairs that barely 
provided basic facts about the 
child’s death. And occasionally, 
they weren’t done at all.

It’s encouraging, then, to learn 
that the child-protection agency 
has quietly overhauled its internal-
review process. 

Child-protection workers now 
have a standard form for internal 

reviews that highlights missteps 
and policy recommendations.

Herald-Leader staff writer Beth 
Musgrave reports that, according 
to Teresa James, acting com-
missioner of the Department for 
Community Based Services, the 
new internal reviews will gener-
ate action plans to help ensure 
the recommendations are actually 
followed.

We know. You’re thinking that 
having a standard, agency-wide 
form for internal reviews that are 
required by statute is Government 
101. And you’re right.

At the same time, this is a 
positive step in the right direction 
for an agency that has often been 
perceived as more interested in 
covering up its mistakes than learn-
ing from them.

The internal reviews can be a 
useful conduit for communications 
from the state workers who are 
on the front lines of the battle to 
protect Kentucky’s children. 

It will be critical for the admin-
istration and legislators to listen to 
what they say.  

Sheldon Adelson: 1. Democratic Congressional Campaign 
Committee: 0. That’s how the political scoreboard read after 
a highly unusual public apology that the House Democrats’ 
campaign arm offered to the billionaire casino mogul — and 
Republican mega-donor — over allegations of, what else, 

Chinese prostitution. At issue 
was an Associated Press report 
that a former, and disgruntled, 
Adelson employee had alleged 
in court documents that his 

onetime boss was aware of prostitution in a Macau casino he owned. The 
DCCC pounced. “What will Speaker Boehner, Leader Cantor and House 
Republicans do with their Chinese prostitution money?” read a news release 
from the committee. Adelson, never one to back down from a fight, threat-
ened the DCCC with a lawsuit. On Thursday, the Democrats blinked. “The 
DCCC made unsubstantiated allegations that attacked Sheldon Adelson, a 
supporter of the opposing party,” a statement read. “This was wrong.” The 
statement added that the DCCC “extends its sincere apology to Mr. Adelson 
and his family for any injury we have caused.” That’s about as full a retrac-
tion or apology as you will ever see in American politics.

CHRIS CILLIZZA, THE WASHINGTON POST

 Child protection 
makes good move

Cyber-attack danger
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Something to stew over

Standard review of deaths makes sense
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