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Climate change linked 
to drought, heat wave 

Washington: The record heat wave and drought 
tormenting much of the United States is part of a 
“new extreme category” of weather that is most 
likely the result of global warming, a top U.S. 
government climate scientist said Monday. 

And if carbon emissions continue unchecked, 
such events will become routine, with more 
extremes common within 50 years, according to 
research published Monday. 

“You would not have these extremes without 
global warming,” James Hansen, NASA’s top 
climate-change scientist and the main author of 
the paper, said in an interview. 

Hansen was one of the first scientists to  identify 
threats from climate change and to  advocate for 
 action to counter carbon-dioxide emissions. The 
paper by Hansen and two co-authors was pub-
lished in the Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences. It was written before the recent spate 
of record heat and drought across the nation, but 
Hansen said the weather fits the pattern identified 
in the paper.

This year, the January through June period was 
the warmest on record in the United States, with 
temperatures 4.5 degrees higher than the 20th 
century average. 

Best Buy ex-chairman offers 
to buy electronics retailer
Los Angeles: Two months after former Best Buy 

Co. chairman Richard Schulze exited the board 
amid scandal, he offered to buy the struggling 
electronics giant for as much as $8.84 billion, a 
deal that would make it the largest buyout ever of 
a U.S. retailer. 

But the offer of $24 to $26 a share was met 
with considerable skepticism Monday among 
analysts and investors, who nudged the stock price 
up $2.35, or 13.3 percent, to $19.99 but nowhere 
close to the proposed takeover offer price. Stan-
dard & Poor’s cut Best Buy’s credit rating to junk, 
since such a buyout would add debt to its books. 

WORLD

Egypt says it will crack down 
on lawlessness in Sinai

Cairo: The Egyptian government  pledged 
Monday to act swiftly to restore security in north 
Sinai as a brazen attack near the Israeli border 
that killed 16 Egyptian security personnel dealt the 
country’s new president a vexing first crisis. 

The ambush and the gunmen’s attempt to storm 
across the border Sunday night brought into sharp 
focus challenges that could define or undo the presi-
dency of the nation’s first Islamist statesman. The 
assailants are thought to be Islamist extremists who 
have secured a foothold near the Israeli border as 
the area has descended into lawlessness in recent 
years. No assertion of responsibility has emerged. 

The  attack is likely to become the first real 
test of the power struggle between Egypt’s military 
chiefs and President Mohamed Morsi, a Muslim 
Brotherhood leader who was among the thousands 
of Islamists persecuted by the state under the 
reign of ousted leader Hosni Mubarak. Although 
a crackdown on Islamists might be the military’s 
preferred tactic, it could cost Morsi politically. 

German police dismantle 
Occupy protest site

Frankfurt: Police in riot gear methodically 
cleared a tent city at the doorstep of the European 
Central Bank on Monday, ending months of toler-
ance for the encampment, following complaints 
that it had become more of an eyesore and health 
hazard than a protest against global capitalism.

After a court rejected an appeal by protesters, 
officers surrounded the park next to the downtown 
building that houses the bank, blocked off the 
adjacent streets and began dismantling tents.

Protesters argued with the police, beat drums 
and played loud rap music, but there appeared to be 
no physical confrontation. Some people were carried 
or escorted from the site by the police, but the au-
thorities said there were no arrests by early evening.

Clinton visits frail Mandela
Johannesburg, South Africa: Nelson Mandela, 

retired from public life and largely confined to 
his house, smiled when he saw U.S. Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clinton on Monday, but the 
94-year-old Nobel laureate appeared very frail. 

“That’s a beautiful smile!” Clinton exclaimed 
after she and a small group of aides flew from 
Johannesburg to pay respects to Mandela in his 
home village, Qunu. Clinton is on an eight-nation 
African visit. Photographers and a reporter were 
allowed to see a few moments of the hourlong 
meeting in Mandela’s comfortable house. 

Mandela rarely appears in public now, and even 
meetings at home with anyone outside his family 
are growing rare. The Clinton visit had the air of a 
fond farewell. 
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 WASHINGTON — Syrian 
President Bashar Assad’s adminis-
tration struck a defiant tone Mon-
day, renewing its counterattack 
on rebel forces in the country’s 
largest cities and vowing to stay 
in place, despite the defection of 
the country’s prime minister. 

The defection of Prime Min-
ister Riad Hijab to Jordan was 
the highest-profile departure from 
Assad’s government so far, but 
analysts said it was unlikely to in-
dicate a fatal fissure in his inner 
circle.  Hijab, who’d been appointed 
just two months ago, is a Sunni 
Muslim, and Assad’s most ironclad 
allies are fellow members of his 
minority Alawite sect. Assad ap-
pointed a successor within hours. 

Sectarian rhetoric has wors-
ened on both sides of the nascent 
civil war in recent weeks, with 
the regime portraying the rebels 
as Sunni terrorists and the reb-
els calling Alawites heretics and 
blaming them for Assad’s ability 
to withstand international isola-
tion and sanctions for 17 months. 
Human-rights groups already are 
raising concern that Alawites will 
face bloody reprisal attacks should 
Assad fall. 

About five Alawite clans, all 
linked through intermarriage and 

business interests, control the real 
power bases in Syria —  including 
the security apparatus and the 
military — and there have been 
no notable defections from their 
ranks, said Ammar Abdulhamid, 
an exiled opposition member who 
is on the Syria Working Group at 
the Foundation for the Defense 
of Democracy, a think tank in 
 Washington. 

“They control the key decision-
making process in tactical terms,” 
Abdulhamid said of the powerful 
Alawite dynasties. “The defection 
shows that the regime has lost 
control of an old game: the Sunni 
fig leaf.” 

Other reported defectors — in-
cluding at least two more Cabinet 

ministers, members of the security 
apparatus, and Syria’s first astro-
naut — were said to have left the 
regime over the weekend, according 
to opposition activists. The claims 
couldn’t be independently verified, 
and their strategic significance was 
unknown. The government denied 
that others had defected. 

Assad’s government has lost 
control of much of Syria’s rural 
north and has battled opposition 
guerrillas in at least six urban ar-
eas, including the capital, Damas-
cus, since four of the president’s 
top security aides were killed in 
a bombing at the state security 
headquarters July 18. 

It was difficult to determine, 
however, who had the upper 

hand in fighting in Damascus and 
 Aleppo, the country’s largest city 
and its business hub. 

Opposition activists and jour-
nalists on the ground reported 
that fighter jets and helicopter 
gunships pounded rebel targets in 
Aleppo, and there were signs that 
the rebels were giving up ground. 
A reporter for the Turkish news-
paper Zaman wrote Monday that 
rebels had abandoned their head-
quarters in Aleppo on Saturday 
after government planes dropped 
bombs nearby.  

The state television building 
in Damascus also was targeted by 
rebels, Syria’s official news agency 
SANA reported Monday, without 
providing any details of the attack.  

Prime minister flees Syria
MILITARY CONTINUES 
ATTACKS ON REBELS 
IN TWO KEY CITIES

By Hannah Allam and Sheera Frenkel
McClatchy Newspapers

A Free Syria 
Army fighter 
waved from 
the top of a 
destroyed 
army tank 
Monday in 
the town of 
Anadan on 
the outskirts 
of Aleppo, 
Syria.
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 WASHINGTON — Like 
other U.S. trainers with the 
Afghan force that day,  Army 
Capt. William Swenson had 
expected light resistance. In-
stead, the contingent walked 
into a furious six-hour gun-
fight with Taliban ambushers 
in which Swenson repeat-
edly charged through intense 
fire to retrieve wounded and 

dead. 
The 2009 battle of  Ganjgal 

is perhaps the most remark-
able of the Afghan war for 
its extraordinary heroism 
and deadly incompetence. It 
produced dozens of casual-
ties, career-killing reprimands 
and a slew of commendations 
for valor. They included two 
Medal of Honor nominations, 
one for Swenson. 

Yet months after the first 

living Army officer in  40 years 
was put in for the  nation’s 
highest military award for 
gallantry, his nomination 
vanished into a bureaucratic 
black hole. The U.S. mili-
tary in Afghanistan said an 
investigation had found that 
it was “lost” in the approval 
process, something that sev-
eral experts dismissed as im-
probable, saying that hasn’t 
happened since the awards 
system was computerized in 
the mid-1970s. 

In fact, the investigation 
uncovered evidence that sug-
gests a far more troubling 
explanation. It showed that 
as former Marine Cpl.  Dakota 
Meyer’s Medal of Honor 
nomination from the same 
battle sailed toward approval 
despite questions about the 
accuracy of the account of his 
deeds, there might have been 
an effort to kill Swenson’s 
nomination. 

McClatchy’s investigation 
also noted that at least seven 

participants in the battle at-
tested to Meyer’s heroism in 
retrieving under fire — along 
with Swenson and other U.S. 
and Afghan personnel — the 
bodies of three Marines and a 
Navy corpsman.

Swenson’s original nomi-
nation was downgraded to a 
lesser award, in violation of 
Army and Defense Depart-
ment regulations, evidence 
uncovered by the investiga-
tion showed. 

Moreover,  Swenson’s 

Medal of Honor nomination 
“packet,” a digitized file that 
contains dozens of documents 
attesting to his “heroism … 
above and beyond the call of 
duty,” disappeared from the 
computer system dedicated to 
processing awards, a circum-
stance for which the military 
said it has “no explanation.” 

The unpublished findings, 
which McClatchy Newspa-
pers has reviewed, threaten 
to taint a military awards 

REVIEW SUGGESTS TAINTED AWARDS PROCESS

Questions surround ‘lost’ Medal of Honor nomination
By Jonathan S. Landay

McClatchy Newspapers
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 Mitt Romney appears to 
have narrowed his short list 
of potential running mates, 
as national Republicans an-
nounced Monday that at least 
four people once thought to 
be under consideration for the 
No. 2 spot will speak at this 
month’s Republican  National 
Convention — all but ruling 
them out of contention for 
the vice presidential slot. 

The Republican National 
Committee announced that 
former secretary of state 
Condoleezza Rice, former Ar-
kansas Gov. Mike Huckabee, 
South Carolina Gov. Nikki 
Haley and New Mexico Gov. 
Susana Martinez are among 
those expected to address 
the Aug. 27-30 convention in 
Tampa. 

That  leaves a number of 
presumed contenders — in-
cluding former Minnesota 
Governor Tim Pawlenty, Ohio 
Sen. Rob Portman, House 
Budget Committee Chairman 
Paul Ryan of Wisconsin, Loui-
siana Gov. Bobby Jindal and 
New Jersey Gov. Chris Chris-
tie — in the mix. 

With less than three weeks 
until the convention, specula-
tion about Romney’s selection 
is escalating rapidly. And his 
campaign is doing its best to 
maximize the attention, taunt-

ing reporters with the pros-
pect of news, joking about 
the timing and scheduling a 
bus tour through four swing 
states this weekend that could 
be the backdrop for a vice 
presidential rollout — or not. 

“I’ve got some folks com-
ing over today,” Romney told 
reporters Monday as he left a 
grocery store near his vaca-
tion home in New Hampshire. 
When one asked whether his 
house guests included Port-
man and Pawlenty, Romney 
simply laughed. 

He did meet Monday with 
Beth Myers, his longtime ad-
viser, who is managing the 
vice presidential selection 
process. He also saw strate-
gists Stuart Stevens and Russ 
Schriefer, and Bob White, one 
of Romney’s closest friends 
and a fellow founding part-
ner at Bain Capital, joined 
the group at the house. The 
meeting was likely to be one 
of Romney’s few opportuni-
ties to review the selection 
process in private before the 
Tampa convention. 

Whether he has made 
any decisions about a run-
ning mate — or the timing 
of a rollout — is unclear. His 
wife, Ann, remains in London 
to watch her dressage horse 
compete in the Olympics.  

Republicans widely as-
sume that Romney will wait 

until his wife returns home to 
announce his vice presiden-
tial choice, making next week 
seem like a logical time. 

But the campaign is 
  fanning speculation that an 
announcement could happen 
at any moment, including on 
this weekend’s bus tour. The 
trip will take Romney through 
the home states of three pos-
sible contenders: Virginia, 
home of Gov. Robert McDon-
nell, on Saturday; Florida, 
home of Sen. Marco Rubio, on 
Monday; and Ohio, Portman’s 
home, on Tuesday. Romney 
also will stop in North Caro-
lina on Sunday.  

List of convention speakers 
leaves four fewer contenders 
for Romney’s running mate

By Felicia Sonmez
The Washington Post
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 The fund-raising machine 
behind Mitt Romney and 
the Republican Party once 
again outperformed President 
 Barack Obama and the Demo-
crats last month, raising $25 
million more in July than the 
president and his Democratic 
allies.

Romney and the Republi-
can National Committee took 
in $101.3 million in July, his 
campaign announced Monday, 
as Republican donors rallied 
behind their presumptive 
nominee with the national 
convention only a few weeks 
away. 

The president’s campaign 
announced on Twitter on 
Monday morning that his 
July fund-raising with the 
Democratic National Commit-
tee topped out at about $75 
million — the third month in a 
row they have brought in less 
than the Republicans.

Obama’s team appears 
to have all but conceded the 
money race, deluging the pres-
ident’s grass-roots supporters 
this summer with fund-raising 
emails and warning supporters 
of the financial advantage that 
the Republicans will hold going 
into the final months of the 
campaign.

More detailed information 
about the July fund-raising, 
including how much the can-
didates themselves raised and 
how they spent their money, 
has not yet been released 
by the two candidates. All 
campaigns are required to 
report their fund-raising to the 
Federal Election Commission 
by Aug. 20. 

THE NEW YORK TIMES

Romney again 
tops Obama 

in fund-raising 


