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those fights, but I love it.”
Samantha credits that 

drastic change in attitude to 
the tight-knit club of young 
boxers who work out at the 
Legends Youth Boxing gym. 
Samantha’s other influence: 
her brother, Thomas, 12, 
who began to “hemorrhage 
over boxing” about seven 
years ago, according to her 
father, Alex.

“For whatever reason, he 
started wiggin’ out,” Alex 
says. “‘Mom, I gotta box,’ he 
said. But we didn’t know any-
thing about boxing.”

That’s where William 
“Sarge” Farris and his box-
ing club stepped in. Thomas 
trained with Farris for two 
years; Samantha watched.

“I was like, girls don’t 
box,” Samantha says. When 
Thomas entered competition, 
however, and with encourage-
ment with her parents and 
Farris, she grudgingly picked 
up the gloves and started hit-
ting the bag.

“I was like, fine, I’ll come 
and I’ll try it for a couple 
weeks,” she says. “I probably 
won’t like it, so I’m not going 
to keep doing it.”

But Farris made sure she 
didn’t quit. The trainer, who 
has coached four national 
champions in more than 20 
years, had seen other boxers 
let their talents go to waste, 
and he wasn’t going to let 
that happen with her.

“I can get you to the door, 
but you gotta walk through 
it,” Farris says he told her. 
“Samantha weathered the 
storm, and she decided 
she was going to become a 
 national champion.”

Stepping into the ring
Samantha says stepping 

into the ring for the first time 
was “very weird.” She was 
used to playing team sports; 
with boxing, the pressure 
was on her to perform.

“It’s takes so much,” she 
says. “You’re by yourself, and 
so all that weight of losing 
is on you. So it was hard at 
first.”

Thomas stepped in at 
times to help her through the 
nerves. The two siblings have 
a supportive relationship, he 
said.

“It’s been a great experi-
ence of just pushing each 
other to do this well, as we’ve 
been at it for so long,” Thom-
as says. “In hard times, we 
get each other.”

Samantha had lost close 
decisions in years past, com-
ing up short in Junior Olym-

pics regional bouts in 2009 
and 2011. But every time 
she got down, her mother 
Gretchen says, she just came 
away hungrier.

“A lot of people don’t see 
all the hard work that goes 
into it before you even get up 
there,” Gretchen says. “So it 
would be easy to quit after 
you come away not a win-
ner.”

Her perseverance was 
rewarded with not just a 
regional title this year in 
 Dayton but the national title 
in Mobile. Samantha says 
she learned to overcome 
her nerves — and her de-
feats — by simply “pushing 
through.”

“You gotta go up and be 
like, look, what happens hap-
pens,” she says. “Just go with 
it. You’ve put so much into 
this. Just do exactly what 
you’ve been working on.”

Samanatha doesn’t take it 
easy even after the big win, 
expecting to fight one more 
time before school starts. 
Even after her workout Mon-
day, she pleads with her dad 
to let her do her sprints.

Her fellow boxers follow 
her example.

Joe Nelson, 14, thanked 
Samantha for being an inspi-
ration for him to work harder 
in the gym.

“I feel like if I do what she 
does, I can be a champion 
too,” Nelson says. “It shows 
that it pays off.”

A typical teen
Outside the gym, Saman-

tha says, she does “regular 
teenage stuff.” She sings 
in church, plays guitar and 
reads. She says her dream 
job is oral hygienist. She’s 
thinking about attending 
Marquette University but 

considering more “economi-
cally smart” in-state alterna-
tives including the University 
of Kentucky and Centre Col-
lege.

“I guess it depends on 
what boxing does for me,” 
the Olympic hopeful said.

Farris says Samantha’s 
success embodies a key prin-
ciple in the world of boxing: 
You can’t take anything for 
face value, whether individu-
al boxers or entire clubs.

As Kinchen traveled to 
bouts in Memphis and St. 
Louis, Farris says, opponents 
would try to get in her head 
by saying “Oh, she’s too pret-
ty” or “Oh, she can’t fight.”

“All I told them was this: 
‘Don’t let that pretty face fool 
you,’” he says. “That’s all I 
said. Bring your popcorn and 
pop, because it’s gonna be a 
show.”

“This is something that, 
as a dad, I enjoy for my 
daughter,” Kinchen said. “But 
we did this together. Even 
though we couldn’t be all to-
gether down in Mobile when 
she had the medal around 
her neck, that was all of us 
together.”

As she faces her own im-
age — the newly unveiled 
championship banner depict-
ing an unsmiling intimidator, 
fists up, ready to rumble — 
Samantha thinks about what 
it has taken to become cham-
pion.

“You’re gonna fail some-
times, but when you fail it 
just makes winning feel so 
much better,” she says. “It’s 
not win and lose; it’s win 
and learn. You learn from all 
those mistakes. And you just 
keep going.”
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Samantha Kinchen worked out in the ring with her coach, William “Sarge” Farris, at the Legends Youth Boxing gym late last month. Farris, who has coached four 
national champions, says he saw Samantha’s potential, but she put in the hard work to become a national champ.
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Samantha raced Joseph Nelson, another boxer, recently outside the Legends Youth Boxing gym 
on Versailles Road. Samantha’s goal is to box in the 2016 Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
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and thrust their fists in the 
air after signals from space 
indicated that the vehicle had 
survived the harrowing de-
scent through Mars’ pinkish 
atmosphere.

JPL Director Charles 
 Elachi likened the team to 
Olympic athletes: “This team 
came back with the gold.”

“Everybody in the morn-
ing should be sticking their 
chests out and saying, ‘That’s 
my rover on Mars,’” NASA 
Administrator Charles Bolden 
said on NASA TV.

Extraordinary efforts were 
needed for the landing, because 
the rover weighs one ton, and 
the thin Martian atmosphere 
offers little friction to slow a 
spacecraft down.  Curiosity had 
to go from 13,000 mph to zero 
in seven minutes, unfurling a 
parachute, then firing rockets 
to brake. In a Hollywood-style 
finish, cables delicately lowered 
it to the ground at 2 mph.

At the end of what NASA 
called “seven minutes of ter-
ror,” the vehicle settled into 
place almost perfectly flat in 
the crater it was aiming for.

“We have ended one phase 
of the mission much to our 
enjoyment,” mission manager 
Mike Watkins said. “But an-
other part has just begun.”

The nuclear-powered 
 Curiosity will dig into the Mar-
tian surface to analyze what’s 
there and hunt for some of the 
molecular building blocks of 
life, including carbon.

It won’t start moving for a 
couple of weeks, because all 
the systems on the $2.5 bil-
lion rover have to be checked 
out. Color photos, panoramas 
and video will start coming in 
the next few days.

But first NASA had to use 
tiny cameras designed to spot 
hazards in front of Curiosity’s 
wheels. So early images of 
gravel and shadows abound-
ed. The pictures were fuzzy, 
but scientists were delighted.

The photos show “a new 
Mars we have never seen be-
fore,” Watkins said. “So every 
one of those pictures is the 
most beautiful picture I have 
ever seen.”

In one of the photos from 
the close-to-the-ground haz-
ard cameras, if you squinted 
and looked the right way, 
you could see “a silhouette of 
Mount Sharp in the setting 
sun,” said an excited John 
Grotzinger, chief mission sci-
entist from the California In-
stitute of Technology.

A high-resolution camera 
on the orbiting 7-year-old 
Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter, 
flying 211 miles directly above 
the plummeting Curiosity, 
snapped a photo of the rover 
dangling from its parachute 
about a minute from touch-
down. The parachute’s design 
can be made out in the photo.

Curiosity is the heaviest 
piece of machinery NASA has 
landed on Mars, and the suc-
cess gave the space agency 
confidence that it can unload 
equipment that astronauts 
might need in a future manned 
trip to the red planet.
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completed a foreclosure in 
January on a home he had 
owned in Fayetteville, N.C. 
Bank officials said the house 
was vacant when foreclosure 
proceedings began in August 
2011.

Chief John Edwards of the 
Oak Creek police did not give 
a motive for the shooting, 
which is being treated as an 
act of “domestic terrorism.”

He also said officials were 
convinced that there was only 
one gunman. Law enforce-
ment officials said earlier 
Monday they were looking 
to speak with a “person of in-
terest” who was at the scene 
Sunday. But by late Monday 
afternoon, they ruled him out 
as having any connection with 
the shooting.

Edwards, speaking at a 
news conference, also identi-
fied those who were killed: 
five men and one woman, 
who ranged in age from 39 to 
84. Three others, including a 
police officer, were wounded 
during the shooting and were 
in critical condition at a local 
hospital.

Those who were killed 
were identified as Sita Singh, 
41; Ranjit Singh, 49; Satwant 
Singh Kaleka, 65; Prakash 
Singh, 39; Paramjit Kaur, 41; 
and  Suveg Singh, 84.

The gunman, carrying a 
9mm semi-automatic handgun 
and with a 9/11 tattoo on his 
left shoulder, entered the tem-
ple about 10:15 a.m. Sunday, 
police officials said, and be-
gan firing at priests gathered 
in the lobby. He then stalked 
through the temple as con-
gregants, including women 
preparing a meal for services, 

ran for shelter and barricaded 
themselves in bathrooms and 
prayer halls. 

Edwards described the 
first minutes after police re-
sponded to the 911 calls, 
which started at 10:25 a.m. 
He said the first police offi-
cer on the scene was tending 
to a wounded person in the 
parking lot when the suspect 
stood over him and fired eight 
or nine shots at close range, 
striking him in the neck.

The officer, Lt. Brian Mur-
phy, 51, was listed in criti-
cal condition after surgery, 
Edwards said. He said that 
Murphy, a 21-year veteran of 
the department, waved on of-
ficers trying to assist him in 
the parking lot, telling them 
to go first into the temple to 
check on victims there.

Federal officials said the 
gun used in the attack had 
been legally purchased. 

From Page A1

TEMPLE

Indian Sikhs held swords and shouted slogans Monday during a protest in New Delhi, India, 
against Sunday’s killing of six people at the Sikh temple in Wisconsin. 
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