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Doug Bennett, director of  instruction 
for the Whitley Board of  Education, was 
named the new superintendent of  the Lau-
rel County School District Friday morning. 
The Laurel County Board of  Education has 
hired Bennett on a  four-year contract.

“There were such good candidates. We 
believe we have picked the best candidate 
because of  his past experiences and that he 
will lead us to where we want to be,” said 
Charles “Bud” Stuber, board chairman. 
“We have the cast to do this, we just need 
this leadership to get us over the hump.”

Bennett will begin his term as superin-
tendent on July 1, 2012 as the district says 
goodbye to Interim Superintendent Ronald 
“Sonny” Fentress as he completes his 2011-

12 school year term.
“I’ll fi nish up and turn it over to the next

administration,” Fentress said. “I retired
in 2005 in Anderson County and this is the
seventh interim since then. There’s a good 
book that says you take one day at a time
-- we’ll see what happens.”

Through his professional experiences in 
the Whitley County District for 20 years, 
Bennett said he will carry that knowl-
edge onward to commit to Laurel County 
a leadership that will bring them to the top 
among the state academically.

“The experiences I’ve had there (in 
Whitely County) and the training, I think 
will be very applicable to Laurel County
Schools,” he said.

Bennett is currently completing his
doctorate degree at the University of  the 
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Stuber: ‘We have picked best candidate’
Bennett accepts role as district superintendent
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Doug Bennett, the newly named superintendent of Laurel County Schools, shakes 
hands with Denise Griebel, deputy superintendent.  Also shown is Larry Bryson 
(center), school board attorney.
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The North Laurel High School Greenhouse, now open for the season, offers FFA students the chance to learn about tending plants and business.  
They are currently selling snapdragons, impatiens, begonias, marigolds and more.

BY CARRIE DILLARD

Editor

Mercedes Laster, a senior at 
North Laurel High School, will 
join the record 19-time UCA 
National Champion University of  
Kentucky cheerleading team for 
the 2012-13 season.  She is only the 
fi fth per-
son from 
Laurel 
County to 
be accepted 
to the 
Cheerlead-
ing Wild-
cats and 
the second 
from North 
Laurel 
High 
School.

“It makes 
me feel 
good,” 
Laster 
said.  “This 
is all I’ve 
thought 
about do-
ing through high school, getting 
better to go on to college (level).”

Others to qualify for the UK 
cheer team in the past have been: 
Brian Elza, Laurel County; Holly 
Young Bundy, South Laurel; 
Brooke Johnson, South Laurel; 
and Toni Blake Williams Greer, 
North Laurel.

Greer, who is also the assistant 
coach of  NLHS cheer team, has 
seen Laster grow into a great 
leader.

“She’s ready.  She’s right where 
she needs to be,” Greer said.  “She 
has unbelievable leadership abili-

NLHS senior 
to join UK 
cheer team

“She has 
unbelievable 
leadership 
abilities at 
her age. I 
think that’s 
what drew him 
(Coach Jomo 
Thompson) to 
her.”

TONI BLAKE GREER,
NLHS ASSISTANT COACH

SEE CHEER, PAGE 3
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Bankers have given back.
Following a radio challenge by 

Tim Barnes, president of  Home-
town Bank in Corbin, 27 banks with 
the Kentucky Bankers Association 
(KBA) have collected $38,353 for local 
tornado victims.

This was the fi rst time the KBA 
has joined together for a fundraiser 
of  this type for Kentucky communi-
ties.

“It’s a group of  community bank-
ers…we’re all competitors here, but, 
when it comes to something like this, 

we are all going to team together,” 
Barnes said.

 The Kentucky Bankers Asso-
ciation presented the check to Judy 
Nicholson, executive director of  the 
United Way of  Laurel County, on Fri-
day.  

“There’s still a lot of  work to be 
done, but we sure appreciate what 
you all do.  You’re going to touch a lot 
of  lives,” Nicholson said.

Nicholson said there is a special 
committee who will be voting on how 
the funds will be used.  All of  the do-
nations will stay in Laurel County 
and reports will be given to the KBA 
on how the funds are used.

In total, there were 68 families af-
fected by the March 2 tornado who 
acquired anywhere from minor to 
major damage to their homes.

“There are a lot of  families that 
need things in excess of  what they 
were compensated (by insurance 
or FEMA),” Laurel County Judge-
Executive David Westerfi eld said. 
“There’s a lot of  needs — applianc-
es, wheel chair ramps, porches, and 
there’s going to be a lot of  things this 
money can be used for.”

A total of  27 banks contributed 
and allowed the public to drop off  

‘Bankers Give Back’: 
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One bank’s challenge nets $38K for 
local United Way tornado relief fund
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