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IndexCorrection
A story on Page 1A Sunday about the Angel

Investor bill omitted the name of a sponsor,
state Rep. Jody Richards, D-Bowling Green.
The legislation would encourage investment in
small businesses by offering tax credits.

Making history
Glasgow Lady Scotties
take Region 4 title for the
first time in school history.
Page 1B
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 Meritor, Inc. Commercial Vehicle Brake Drum manufacture located in Franklin, KY is hiring for the fo llowing position:

 S R . M ANUFACTURING  E NGINEER S R . M ANUFACTURING  E NGINEER
 Look for our ad in the Classified Section for more information! Look for our ad in the Classified Section for more information!

COMING UP

Schools in both the county
and city district are gearing up
for musical productions.
See Tuesday’s Learning.

Spring plays
SUN BELT TOURNEY

WKU wins second contest to
advance to semifinals, facing
Denver at 8:30 p.m. today.
Page 3B.

Hilltoppers win

Small Ky.
city picks
up pieces

15-month-old dies
By JENNA MINK
The Daily News
jmink@bgdailynews.com/783-3246

EAST BERNSTADT — Tracy Pitman gazes at the
piles of rubble, wiping away tears. Her family has lived
on this spot of land for 45 years, and, on Friday night,
Pitman – who earlier in the day had rolled across the
terrain while huddled
inside her own home –
helped dig her mother-
and father-in-law from
beneath debris. Both
eventually died.

Johnny Bentley
stands on the spot where
his aunt’s mobile home
once stood. It’s now
more than 20 feet away
and crushed. His aunt
died, but Bentley says
he’s thankful he didn’t
lose more loved ones.

They are among hun-
dreds of people in the tiny Laurel County community
of East Bernstadt, where residents are literally picking
up the pieces after a tornado ripped through the area
Friday, devastating neighborhoods. Out of about 700
residents, according to the U.S. Census Bureau, five
were killed. Dozens were injured, an estimated 100
homes were destroyed and at least 100 others were
damaged, according to reports.

“Right now, we just don’t know where to begin,”
Pitman said Sunday.

Pitman and her family are living in a camper amid
splinters, shattered glass, ripped sheet metal and soiled
belongings that used to be their home. Pitman says
there was no warning Friday when the wind suddenly
started roaring. She only had time to throw herself on
top her grandson, and her husband lay on them both.
The trailer tumbled about 30 feet with Pitman, her
husband and her grandson still inside. They all sur-
vived.

“We were spinning and flipping; then we ended up
down there,” she said, pointing to a heap of debris near
the edge of the yard. “We were underneath a wall.”

The next-door home where her mother- and father-
in-law lived is in pieces. Some of the pieces are piled
in the yard; others hang in a nearby tree. A concrete
angel is one of a few intact items.

Pitman’s husband, who was injured, ripped down a
fence and drove through a field to get help because
their road was impassable. As family and neighbors
pulled him from the rubble, Pitman’s father-in-law

See DISPLACED RESIDENTS, 3A

Nam Y. Huh/AP
Leon Gilbert walks by a damaged house covered in snow today following a tornado several days earlier in Marysville, Ind. According to utility company
Clark County REMC, nearly 8,000 of its service members in Indiana were without service after the tornadoes. (More coverage, Page 3A.)

John Flavell/AP
Vehicles, including two police cruisers, are piled up in front of the West Lib-
erty City Hall on Friday following a tornado strike. It was the second torna-
do to hit the town in a week.   

Hidden River Cave visitors face
flight of 182 steps to underground
By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

There are 182 steps down into the
mouth of Hidden River Cave in Horse
Cave, and operators hope to eliminate the
need for them by summer 2013.

“Our biggest challenge is that we have
more steps than any other cave in the
region,” said Dave Foster, director of
American Cave Museum, the nonprofit
organization that operates the cave.

“In order for us to compete with other
attractions, we’ve got to address this
issue,” Foster said.

The stairs are not only a barrier to the
physically disabled, but also to overweight
visitors or seniors who just don’t want to

take the trek down into the cave.
“It’s really a hard sell for the front

desk,” Foster said. “They say we’ve got
this really great cave and, oh by the way,
there are all these steps.”

Foster said some visitors walk away
after that.

“We want to be able to attract senior bus
tours,” he said.

Hidden River Cave is owned by the city
of Horse Cave.

“We don’t have anybody with a bunch
of money waiting to invest in us,” he said.
“So we’ve built this cave a few hundred
thousand dollars at a time over the last 20
years.”

To make the cave more accessible, Fos-
ter and others want to install an incline ele-
vator that would essentially be a box on an
inclined track. Multiple people could ride
to the mouth of the cave in that box, which
would cost about $300,000.

Foster also is looking to expand the
explored portion of the cave.

“Right now the tour only goes through a
very small portion of the cave,” he said.

The tour is along about 1,000 feet. To
get to some of the more spectacular parts
of the cave, including a dome room, the
tour would need to grow by about 2,000
feet. Now, only wilding tours go that far,
but they require a lot of climbing, giving
greater risk of injury to cavers.

“So we don’t do those very often,” Fos-
ter said.

The expansion would include walkways
to make the tour safer and it also might
eliminate some of the steps inside the cave
on the existing tour.

To pay for the project, Horse Cave
Mayor Randall Curry said he applied last
month for a $500,000 nontraditional

Tips help solve ‘dead-end’ investigations, officer says
By DEBORAH HIGHLAND
The Daily News
dhighland@bgdailynews.com/783-3243

A two-year old felony case that had reached a dead end was
revived recently when a piece of information came in to the South
Central Kentucky Crime Stoppers tip line.

“Sometimes, when a case is at a dead end, a Crime Stoppers tip
gives us a new lead or gives us a direction to head” and often solves
the case, said Bowling Green Police Department Officer Ronnie
Ward, who is the law enforcement coordinator for the local Crime
Stoppers board.

On Wednesday, area residents can contribute to the solving of
local crimes by attending the annual Crime Stoppers breakfast at
6:30 a.m. at the Sloan Convention Center. 

Crime Stoppers provides citizens an opportunity to provide crime

By TOM LoBIANCO 
and BRUCE SCHREINER
The Associated Press

LOUISVILLE — Fifteen-month-old Angel Babcock seemed to be the
miracle survivor of a deadly tornado that killed her parents and two sib-
lings when she arrived Friday night at Kosair Children’s Hospital in
Louisville. Though critically injured when the twister scooped her up and
deposited her in a field, Angel was opening her eyes. Hospital workers
said that was a hopeful sign.

But the New Pekin, Ind., girl’s condition deteriorated Saturday as her
brain swelled, chief nursing officer Cis Gruebbel said. As the day went on,
Angel’s eyes ceased to move, and there was no sign of brain activity. Her
family decided to take her off life support Sunday afternoon after medical
staff told them there was nothing more they could do.

Angel’s death ended a hopeful tale for survivors in the Midwest and

Snow blankets southern Indiana, northeastern Kentucky,
hampering efforts to clean up areas strewn with debris

See SNOW, 3A

“We were
spinning and
flipping; then we
ended up down
there,” pointing
to a yard. “We
were underneath
a wall.”

Tracy Pitman
East Bernstadt resident

Crime Stoppers event
group’s top fundraiser  

See CRIME STOPPERS, 6A

Incline elevator sought at cave

See CAVE, 6A


