
IT SCREAMS! Whitesburg, County, Kentucky, Thursday, July 1,

Operators
challenge
mine law
Small --mine operators from

Eastern Kentucky, Tennessee,
southern West Virginia, and
Virginia filed suit Tuesday
against the Department of the
Interior, seeking to overturn
the Federal Coal Mine Health
and Safety Act of 1969.

The suit, filed by Pikeville
coal operator Robert Holcomb
on behalf of 125 other small-min- e

owners, claims that the
law favors larger companies
over smaller ones and is there-
fore unconstitutional.

The small-min- e operators
also charge that the penalty
system used by the Bureau of
Mines under the terms of the
law is "patently coercive and
illegal. 1 Their attorneys
filed the suit in U. S. District
Court at Pikeville, asking for
a temporary injunction against
the enforcement of safety
regulations, and a trial by a
panel of three federal judges.

The court papers were forward-
ed Wednesday to federal judge
Bernard Moynihan in Lexington,
according to the clerk's office

(Continued on Page 16)

First in 25 years
No miners died in accidents

in Kentucky during June, the
U.S. Bureau of Mines reported
yesterday.

A Bureau spokesman said the
agency's records show that this
was the first time Kentucky had
had a fatality -- free month in
at least 25 years.

Nationwide, according to the
Bureau, 96 miners died during
the first six months of 1971.
During the same period in 1970,
103 miners died.
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SINGING AGAINST STRIP-MININ- G at a rally in Hazard were Sarah Laverne
Smith and Betty Sue Smith, from Knott County. They were accompanied by
Anne Romaine, left, and watched by Anne's baby. (Mountain Eagle photo)

March set today
A march on the Hazard of-

fice of the Division of Strip-Mini-

and Reclamation was

planned for this morning by
a group attending an

rally sponsored
by Save Our Kentucky (SOK)
at the Hazard Community
College last Saturday night.

Advocates for today's In-

tended action said that the
Reclamation office is not
doing a good job of strip
mine law enforcement. They
also indicated that such a

march would demonstrate
general dissatisfaction with
current strip -- mine laws in
the state.
Saturday evening's rally

drew about 100 persons who
listened to songs and speeches
denouncing strip and auger
mining. A color slide show

(Continued on Page 11)

Seek rule change
At its montnly board meet-

ing last Thursday night, t.ie
Leslie, Knott. Letcner, Per-
ry Community Action Coun-
cil (LKLP) decided to chal-
lenge an Office of Economic
Opportunity (OEO) regulation
that low-inco- representa-
tives can serve no more than
a three-ye- ar term.

(Continued on Page 16)

Millstone Sewing
Center saved

The Millstone Sewing Cen-
ter received word this week
that it will receive $50,000
from the Office of Economic
Opportunity (OEO), thus con-

tinuing the program for at
least another year.
The Sewing Center, one of

tiie oldest and most success-
ful anti-pover- ty programs in
eastern Kentucky, iiad not
been included in the fiscal
year 1972 budget of the Le-
slie, Knott, Letcher, Perry
(LKLP) Community Action
Council. LKLP Director
Jesse Amburgey said that
since LKLP's overall budget
had been cut by tiie Atlanta

(Continued on Page 6)
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Tourism
potential
reported

Land-us- e planning to prevent
the development of strip mines
near areas which have potential
for tourism development is rec-
ommended in a study released
this week by the Kentucky Ri-

ver Area Development District.
The study, made by Spindle-to- p

Research of Lexington for
the KRADD, says that substan-
tial Investments of both pub-
lic and private money will be
needed to develop tourism as
an industry in Eastern Kentucky
and adds:

"Investors may be very hesi-
tant to commit substantial funds
to the development of tourist
service facilities when the pro-
perty immediately adjacent to
the project can be materially
altered by the erection of un-

sightly construction or strip-ruini-

of the land. "

The study predicts that ano-

ther study now being made by
the Appalachian Regional ed

on Page 16)

'Hearing'
The Department of the Interior

has scheduled a "hearing" today
and tomorrow in Washington to
compile information on now the
Bureau of Mines has been carry-
ing out its enforcement respon-
sibilities under the 1969 Federal
Coal Mine Health and Safety
Act.

The meeting was immediately
criticized on Capitol Hill be-
cause it was scheduled without
publicity and, critics claimed,
without adequate opportunity
for coal operators, miners, and

(Continued on Page 12)

THIS IS THE ARCHITECT'S CONCEPTION OF THE WAY THE NEW WHITESBURG GRADE SCHOOL will look when it Is completed.
Bonds to finance construction of the $917,400 building will be sold later this month and the school is expected to be opened next year.


