
DEAR ABBY: My husband
served in Vietnam and proudly
wears a Vietnam veteran insignia
on his jacket or cap everywhere he
goes. People approach him all the
time and thank him for his service,
which is wonderful. The big ques-
tion is, how should he respond? He
isn’t quite sure what to say back to
them – “You’re welcome”? “It was
my honor to serve”? “Thank you
for caring”? I’m not sure of the
right response, either. So I told my
husband I’d ask you. What’s the
proper thing to say when someone
is kind enough to take a minute and
say thanks? — VET’S WIFE IN
PHOENIX

DEAR VET’S WIFE: I’m
sure being thanked for his service
in Vietnam is music to your hus-
band’s ears. When members of the
military returned from Vietnam,
many of them were treated with
hostility. A proper response when
someone thanks him for his ser-
vice would be any of those you
offered, or a simple, “Thanks for
saying that. I appreciate it.”

DEAR ABBY: My husband
and I have dear friends who live in
another country. They also have a
vacation home in a very nice part
of the U.S. They have often invit-
ed us to use their vacation place
while they’re away, since it stands
empty 11 months of the year. 

I have hesitated in the past
because I know we would use
utilities and it would be of some
expense to them. They are insis-
tent that they will not let us pay
for the use.

We would love to spend some
time there. Is there anything we
could do to show our appreciation
without paying them? — APPRE-
CIATIVE, BUT ...

DEAR APPRECIATIVE:
Yes. After spending time in their
vacation home, write a letter

thanking them and
describing the experi-
ence. Consider sending
them an album of pho-
tographs you took dur-
ing your vacation there,
or buy a gift for their
vacation home. That
way you will have
repaid them without
“paying” them.

DEAR ABBY: My
little sister is almost 12.
She has been having a lot of behav-
ior problems. I thought it was the
stupid videos she watches that
made her act like that, but she’s
getting worse. One night, her
mood was terrible and I noticed
she was texting. So while she slept
I took her cellphone and started
reading the messages. Her texts
were about her being a skank,
drunk, sexually active, depressed,
cutting herself and moving away
soon. No one in the family knows
or would ever allow this.

I feel the right thing to do is to
tell our parents, but I don’t want to

make the situation
worse. Her behavior and
attitude stress us out,
and her “friends” are the
wrong crowd for her. I
know it was bad for me
to invade her privacy,
but something needs to
be done. What can I do?
— SISTER WHO
CARES IN TEXAS

DEAR CARING
SISTER: Tell your par-

ents what you have learned. Your
sister’s behavior problems and
angry or depressed mood must
have been noticed by them as well
as you. Ask them not to reveal that
you looked at the messages, but to
insist on some answers from her
until they get to the bottom of
what’s happening. If even half of
what your sister is writing and
receiving is true, she is headed for
serious trouble and is overdue for
an intervention.

TO MY CHRISTIAN
READERS: Happy Easter, one
and all!

Teresa Dunning to James and Martha Johnston,
land near Whalen Road, $35,000.

Victoria and Brent Carter to Anthony and Saundra
Generali, Lot 142, Riverbend Landing subdivision,
$110,000.

Glennis Minnix to Kenneth and Marilyn Shoe-
make, land near Kitchens Road, $150,000.

Andrew and Ashlee McKinney to Kolby and Brit-
tany Tabor, Lot 9, Meadowview subdivision,
$139,000.

Jerry and Betty Bennett to Brian Jones, Lot 9-10,
Deerwood Estate subdivision, $50,000. 

Melissa Emanuele to Jeffry and Lori Blodgett, Lot
42, Pine Grove subdivision, $255,000.

Tommy Lyons to Eddie and Sharon Robinson,
land near U.S. 31-W By-Pass, $12,500.

Erick and Laura Baker to Michael and Gina Roe-
buck, Lot 17, Fox Run subdivision, $148,000.

Jagoe Home Inc. to Ryan Rouse, Lot 73, McCoy
Place subdivision, $185,000.

RM3 Properties LLC to Harris Montgomery
LLC, Lots 1-7, Cumberland Trace Village subdivi-
sion, no tax.

John and Carla Daniel to Paula Keith, 1297 minor
subdivision, $49,900.

McKinney Farms Homes LLC to Luke and Crys-
tal Townsend, Lot 101, McKinney Farms, $130,000.

Louisville Road, Ventures LLC to Seven Guys
LLC, lots in Countryside Manor subdivision,
$1,700,000.

Michael and Ashton Anderson to Michael and
Ashton Anderson, Lot 37, The Meadows of Smiths
Grove, no tax.

Te I and Paula Kao to Yuthea and Syna Im, land
near Magnolia Avenue, $48,500.

Independence Bank of Kentucky to Ryan and
Karmen Penrose, Lot 1-4, Frank and Robin Smith’s
Porter Pike subdivision, $16,500.

Robin and Becky Walters to Kirk Cantrell, land
near Hunt Lane, $70,000.
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You want the very best for your family 
& Morningside Assisted Living understands. 

 

Moving to assisted living just got easier. Morningside is offering the 

“ultimate move in package” 

 to make the transition effortless. We invite you to visit our beautiful 

community and take a tour to get all the details about this special offer. 
. 

 
981 Campbell Lane, Bowling Green, KY 

 Pet Friendly  270-746-9600  

Need a new Heat Pump? 

 

 

 

If you are a Warren RECC member, you may qualify 

to participate in the Heat Pump Loan Program.  

 

• There is no down payment. 

 

• Repaying the loan is also convenient. The monthly         

payment is simply added to your Warren RECC 

electric bill. 

 

The Heat Pump Loan Program is available only for 

existing site-built homes.  

                Loan applications are available at any Warren RECC office: 
      Bowling Green   Franklin  Morgantown  Leitchfield 

            842-6541  586-3443     526-3384    259-3161  

 

 

 

 

www.wrecc.com 

I’m getting up and running for my lunch
I am not a morning

person.
I had to be at the Fam-

ily Enrichment Center
5K race this past week-
end by 6 a.m. to help
work the race. All week,
I was dreading rolling
myself out of bed at
5:15.

OK, 5:30.
I really like to sleep. I

blame my genes. So,
really, I blame my par-
ents.

At 5:15, my alarm
rang and I hit snooze. At
5:30, it rang again and I
sat up. I slowly show-
ered, dressed and headed out the
door. I made it to my destination
by 6:01 a.m., which made me feel
really proud. 

Because I’m really
not a morning person. 

What I discovered
was once I got going, I
didn’t mind being up so
early. My BFF was
working the race with
me, and I pulled into the
parking lot right after
she did.

She is not a morning
person, either. 

Which is another rea-
son we are BFFs.

“Hey!” I shouted,
starting to feel excited
about the day.

“Hey.” She didn’t
seem quite as excited to

be standing in the dark as I did.
We began to walk to our station.

“Man, I wish I could get up this
early every day. I’d get so much

done!” I was beginning to think of
what an extra hour could bring to
my daily activities.

“Like what? What do you need
to be doing at 5:30 in the morn-
ing?”

“Well, I could do laundry, or
dishes or yoga. The possibilities
are endless!”

She did not agree with my level
of enthusiasm about an early
wake-up call. Then an idea
popped into my head. 

“Oh, I could go running! If I
got my workout done first thing
in the morning, I wouldn’t have
to worry about it the rest of the
day.”

The look on her face made me
understand that she has about the
same amount of faith in me as my
husband does. I tell him all the
time that I’m going to get up early

and go running. To which he actu-
ally guffaws. My BFF was nice
enough to at least not guffaw out
loud.

“OK, Jenn, you go running five
times at 5:30 in the morning and I
will take you out to lunch.”

And just when I was thinking,
wow, she has faith in me that I
will actually do this, she said the
following: “You know what, just
do it three times and I’ll take you
to lunch.”

They both know me too well.
I enjoyed the morning of the

race. I was working in registra-
tion, and it was wonderful to see
so many people come out to run
and walk to benefit neglected and
abused children in our region –
1,031 people registered for the
race.

It was amazing to see hundreds

of individuals heading for the start
line. And then crossing the finish
line.

I was inspired by the dedication
of the runners, especially those
who ran the mini-marathon. I used
to love to run. I ran track in mid-
dle and high school, but I was a
sprinter.

Long distances made me feel
like I was going to die. Literally.
Like I would drop dead right then
and there on the track. I never did,
thankfully. But I felt like it. I
began to develop an admiration
for long-distance runners back
then. Anyone that can run a mini-
or full marathon is an amazing
human being to me. They are
super human, really.

Runners are awesome people
because they just keep going.
They don’t give up, they commit

to their regimen, and they are con-
sistent. They follow through. 

I want to be all of those things.
While watching the race, I

decided I would set a goal and fol-
low through. Next year, I would
run the 5K and not just work it.
Heck, maybe I would even run the
mini-marathon.

My BFF did guffaw at that
statement.

The next day at 5:30 a.m., I
kept sleeping. But at 8 a.m. I was
out on the road, using my couch to
5K app on my phone. Nothing
motivates me more than the
thought of successfully achieving
a goal I set for myself. 

And a free lunch always helps,
too.

— Jennifer Brinkley is an adop-
tive parent and stepmother in
Bowling Green.

CLINGING

Jennifer
Brinkley

Tightly

DeedsSunday’s Child
Foster children in need of permanent homes. 

Delicia (born June 2000) is a beautiful work in
progress. Her smile is infectious and she seems shy
when you first meet her. She lists Gospel, hip-hop
and rock as her favorite music, and she likes several
video games and movies. Her favorite thing to do is
to go places, take pictures and call her friends. She
describes herself as part girlie girl and part tomboy.

Delicia likes singing, drawing and dancing, and
her favorite school subject is science. She likes to eat
seafood like crab and calamari, but doesn’t like
chicken, mashed potatoes and green or brown or
white beans. She loves Family Game Night at her
foster family. 

She would like to visit California, Texas and
Florida, just because. She says thinking about her
family and how talented they are makes her happy.
She has several sisters who dance as she does, plus
some brothers who do not dance. Delicia will need
to maintain contact with these siblings. Delicia has a
best friend who is kind, trustworthy, stays by her side
and understands her. Delicia says she doesn’t care if
she has a one- or a two-parent family as long as they
are African-American. She wants her permanent par-
ents to give her hugs and kisses on the cheek, do fun
things and try new things. Church is OK with Deli-
cia and she belongs to a church dance team. She
worries about her future, she regrets that sometime
she “be mean,” she hopes that God will give her
answers about her future and she wants to be a vet-

erinarian when she grows up. She wants her perma-
nent family to know that she likes crafts and she can
be counted on to try new things. Delicia will need
lots of one-on-one attention, calm interaction and
continued contact with her siblings. Her maternal
grandparents occasionally visit, and the judge hopes
this will continue to be worked out between Deli-
cia’s permanent family and the grandparents as long
as Delicia desires it. Call today, Delicia needs you!

— For more information, call the Family Enrich-
ment Center-Adoption Resource Program at 842-
9032 or 866-842-9032, or contact Special Needs
Adoption, 275 E. Main St., 3C-E, Frankfort, KY
40621, 502-564-2147, 800-928-4303.

Vietnam veteran can’t find right words

JEANNE PHILLIPS
Syndicated columnist

Dear Abby


