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A STITCH IN TIME SAVES NINE
BY STEVE BECKER
West dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
♠ 8 2
♥ A 8 3
♦ K Q 9
♣ A J 10 9 4

WEST EAST
♠ A Q 10 7 6 ♠ 5 4 3
♥ K Q 7 5 ♥ J 6
♦ J 8 4 ♦ 7 6 3 2
♣ 7 ♣ Q 8 5 2

SOUTH
♠ K J 9
♥ 10 9 4 2
♦ A 10 5
♣ K 6 3

The bidding:
West North East South
1 ♠ 2 ♣ Pass 2 NT
Pass 3 NT 
Opening lead -- seven of 
spades.

There are many hands 
where it is much more 
dangerous for declarer to have 
one defender on lead than the 
other. It follows that if he has a 
genuine choice between which 

of two different methods 
of play to adopt -- one of 
which avoids the dangerous 
opponent, while the other 
does not -- he should choose 
to steer clear of the player who 
can do him the most harm. 

Here is a typical case. South 
is in three notrump, and West 
leads a spade. Declarer wins 
West's seven with the nine and 
observes that his best source 
of tricks lies in the club suit. 

Superficially, there appear 
to be two obvious approaches 
to the clubs. One possibility is 
for South to cash the king of 
clubs at trick two, planning 
to finesse against West for the 
missing queen at trick three 
on the basis that West, who 
opened the bidding, is more 
likely to have the queen than 
East. Alternatively, he can 
cross to the ace at trick two, 
planning to lead the jack next 
and finesse, on the basis that 
even if West wins with the 
queen, he will be unable to 
prevent South from scoring 

nine tricks. 
But neither of these 

approaches is correct. In the 
actual case, declarer would fail 
against best defense even if he 
took the second-round club 
finesse successfully through 
East. East's four clubs to the 
queen would ultimately sink 
the contract. 

However, South can assure 
his game by adopting a third 
and significantly better line 
of play. He leads a diamond to 
the queen at trick two (rather 
than a club to the ace) and 
finesses the jack of clubs at 
trick three. If the finesse loses 
to West, South has nine sure 
tricks; if the finesse wins, 
South repeats the finesse with 
equally deadly effect. 

Arranging the play so as 
to avoid the more dangerous 
opponent -- but with the 
added measure of guarding 
against the Q-x-x-x(-x) in the 
East hand -- proves to be just 
what the doctor ordered.

CONTRACT BRIDGE

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

BY JACQUELINE BIGAR
A baby born today has a 

Sun in Aquarius and a Moon 
in Capricorn until 6:53 p.m. 
(PST). Afterward, the Moon 
will be in Aquarius.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY for 
Sunday, Jan. 22, 2011:

This year you want to 
be more authentic, yet you 
get twisted up in language 
like "I should" or "someone 
expects." By getting to 
know the real you, people 
will be more at peace with 
interactions. If you are 
single, different types of 
people will appeal to you. 
Try to avoid commitments 
this year. If attached, the 
two of you play many games. 
Take your interactions with 
a grain of salt, and continue 
to express your caring. 
AQUARIUS could be a soul 
mate. 

The Stars Show the 
Kind of Day You'll Have: 
5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-
Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 
19) ★★★★ A partner could be 

far more out of sorts than you 
might realize. Be sensitive 
to his or her comments. 
Remain responsive, as the 
alternative is no fun for 
either of you. Make plans for 
later in the day with friends. 
Tonight: So what if tomorrow 
is Monday? 

TAURUS (April 20-
May 20) ★★★★★ Keep 
reaching out for someone 
new. The dialogue could 
be interesting, as you are 
two very different people 
from equally different 
backgrounds. Make plans, 
if possible. You will gain 
much insight from this 
bond. Tonight: Up to the 
wee hours. You choose the 
activity.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ Relate to a partner or 
special friend. Make plans 
for the two of you. Even 
friendships need quality 
time. You could get flak 
from a loved one without 
intending to. Everyone wants 
time with you, so it seems! 
Tonight: Your imagination 
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The Family Circus

could take you on quite an 
adventure.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★★ Relate directly to a 
partner. This person will feel 
more valued, allowing more 
openness. You will discover 
that this is true, even if you 
have related to this person 
for many years. Tonight: Let 
the warmth in!

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★ You might have plans 
to indulge in a favorite 
pastime. You might think 
your ideas are great, but 
someone who would like 
to join you doesn't agree. 
You might be surprised by 
what he or she would like to 
do. Postpone your plans if 
this person's ideas are more 
appealing. Tonight: Who 
said you need to be in bed 
early?

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22) ★★★★ You could be 
taken aback by all that is 
going on. Why not toss 
yourself into the immediate 
activity? Fun often results 
from spontaneity. Whether 
learning a new hobby or 
simply being silly with a dear 
friend, you have a great time. 
Tonight: Slowly unwind.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★★ You could be far 
more tuned in to what is 
happening around you than 
you share. You have keen 
powers of observation. Ask 
yourself how you feel about 
all the goings-on. Why not 
toss yourself into the mix? 
Tonight: Be pro-active and 
create what you want.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21) ★★★★★ You might want 
to approach a situation 
differently. A discussion 
reveals a lack of sensitivity 
on one person's part. He or 
she might not have intended 
to hurt someone's feelings. 
Rather than internalize, clear 
out a misunderstanding. 
Tonight: Invite family over.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) ★★★★ Be aware 
of what is not working in 
your life. You alone are in a 
position to turn it around. 
Tap into a deeply fertile 
imagination, loosening up 
any restrictions. Welcome 
the unexpected, as it might 
help a child or loved one to 
become more authentic. 
Tonight: Catch up on a 
friend's news.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) ★★★★ Use the 
daylight hours to the max. 
Express your vitality and 
enthusiasm. A parent or 
someone you look up to 
might be slightly negative. 
Do not take on what is not 
yours. Let go of others' 
judgments and just be you. 
Tonight: Make it your treat. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18) ★★★ Maintain 
the low profile you desire. 
Whatever is occupying your 
mind is very important. Give 
yourself some space. Others 
would prefer to get together 
when you are more present. 
Make plans fluid. Tonight: 
The sign of friendship is 
finally ready to socialize.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20) ★★★★ Go where people 
are. You will feel most 
comfortable around crowds, 
friends and a happening of 
some sort. Remember, you 
could just get together with 
someone for a late lunch. 
Use caution with finances. 
The unexpected could strike 
your wallet! Count your 
change. Tonight: R and R.

Born today: Actress Linda 
Blair (1959), Journey singer 
Steve Perry (1949), actress 
Ann Sothern (1909)

YOUR HOROSCOPE Note: Bigar's Stars is based on the degree of your sun at birth. The sign name 
is simply a label astrologers put on a set of degrees for convenience. For best 
results, readers should refer to the dates following each sign.


