
– kids are going hard and 
helping out,” he said. “De-
fense can always improve but 
I’m pleased with our effort.”

The Wolverines mounted 
a furious rally in the final two 
minutes of the game. A Ryan 
Barrass layup with 1:14 re-
maining cut the ACHS lead to 
55-52 and Kevin Booth twice 
cut the deficit to four points 
within the final minute on la-
yups, but WHHS couldn’t get 
over the hump.

Barrass and Booth were a 
potent combo for WHHS as 
both went for 24 points and 
tallied 86 percent of their 
team’s scoring.

While a lack of offensive 
balance might trouble some 
coaches, Wooldridge said he 
was happy with the virtuoso 
performances.

“You always want a lit-
tle more offensive balance 
but we’ll take it however we 
can get it right now,” he said. 
“You’d like to see four or five 
guys in double figures but it’s 
not going to happen every 

night.
“Ryan and Kevin were 

on tonight and their team-
mates knew it and kept feed-
ing them the ball. There’s no 
jealousy on this team.”

WHHS (3-16) plays at 
Shelby County Tuesday.

ANDERSON COUNTY – Jay 

Smith 18, Spencer Ruggles 
14, Seth Carmichael 11, Dar-
rin Laswell 7, Austin Hall 6, 
Ross Cox 3, Lowell Gordon 1, 
Austin Linzy 1.

WESTERN HILLS (56) 
– Ryan Barrass 24, Kevin 
Booth 24, Logan Curry 6, Jor-
dan Kendall 2.

PAGE B2    ■    JANUARY 22, 2012    ■    THE STATE JOURNAL   ■    FR ANKFORT, KENTUCK Y

C M Y K C M Y K

UP NEXT
TUESDAY
Western Hills  
at Shelby Co. 

7:30 p.m.

BOYS BASKETBALL: ANDERSON COUNTY 61, WESTERN HILLS 56

BY JOSH RAYMER
JRAYMER@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Western Hills boys 
basketball coach Steve 
Wooldridge said his team 
is learning how to play a 
complete game.

The Wolverines started 
out being a team that could 
put it together for one half 
and has graduated to being 
a three quarter team.

Friday night proved that 
WHHS still has some learn-
ing left to do before it can 
put together a full game, as 
the Wolverines fell 61-56 to 
Anderson County at Laps-
ley Cardwell Gymnasium.

After nursing a 15-10 
lead after eight minutes 
and leading for all but two 
minutes of the second 
quarter, WHHS fell be-
hind at halftime and nev-
er recovered despite pull-
ing within four late in the 
fourth.

“We can’t have the three 
minute spurt in the third 
quarter that lets us down,” 
Wooldridge said. “Our rep-
utation was that we were a 
‘first half team’ or a ‘second 
half team.’ Now we’re get-
ting to where we’re playing 
almost three quarters. We 
just have to stop that three 
minutes that kill us.”

The t hree minute 
stretch that killed WHHS 
on Friday was from the 
5:30 mark to 2:30 remain-
ing in the third quarter.

Over that span the 
Bearcats scored nine 
points while WHHS only 
managed two free throws. 
ACHS’ lead after that 
stretch was 47-35, its larg-
est advantage of the game.

The game swung in the 
Bearcats’ favor late in the 
second quarter as WHHS 
saw the lead it had held 
for over 12 minutes disap-
pear.

Fueling the Bearcat 
comeback was an abun-
dance of rebounds.

“We were rebounding 
good to start off and then 
we let them grab eight of-
fensive rebounds, and I 
guarantee you they scored 
on at least six of them,” 
Wooldridge said. “That 
swung the momentum in 
their favor.”

The defense was also 
effective at slowing down 
the ACHS offense during 
those first eight minutes as 
the Bearcats only scored 10 
in the first quarter. While 
his team didn’t get the win, 
Wooldridge said he was 
happy with his team’s D.

“Our defense is good 

Still a work in progress
Wolveirnes 
come up 
short vs. 
Anderson

PHOTOS SUBMITTED/ALI RAYMER

ABOVE: Western Hills’ Logan Curry attempts a shot over Ander-
son County’s Spencer Ruggles, left, and Austin Hall (32) as Seth 
Carmichael looks on Friday night at Lapsley Cardwell Gymna-
sium.

BELOW: Western Hills’ Ryan Barrass shoots a jumper over Ander-
son County’s Ross Cox Friday night.

BY BRIAN RICKERD
SPORTS@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

The short-handed Frank-
lin County Flyers made coach 
Scott Chalk proud with their 
effort Friday night against 
mighty Henry Clay, but the 
absence of standout junior 
guards Ryan Timmons and 
Casey Tabor was too much to 
overcome for the Flyers, who 
dropped a hard-fought 55-51 
decision.

Timmons missed the 
game due to a recent ejec-
tion, and Tabor was out with 
the flu. Both should be back 
Tuesday when the Flyers 
host Scott County.

But the Flyers nearly won 
anyway Friday, thanks to 16 
points and 16 rebounds by 
junior forward Logan Wood-
side, 15 points from senior 
swing man Garrett Ham-
ilton and eight points and 
13 rebounds by sophomore 
center Chris Roberts.

“I thought our guys 
played really hard and bat-
tled,” Chalk said after his 
team fell to 11-10 on the sea-
son. “We were very short-
handed tonight without two 
of our main guards in there, 
so it was a good thing to get 
that kind of effort. I wish we 
could have won it.”

The Blue Devils won their 
fifth game in a row and im-
proved to 14-6.

The visitors won it thanks 
to 21 points from sophomore 
guard Christen Cunning-
ham, 10 from senior Wes 
Kimball and 16 of 21 free 
throws in the fourth quar-
ter.

A pair of technical fouls 
on the Flyers helped fuel the 
Henry Clay rally from a 42-
36 deficit with less than five 
minutes to go in the game.

Roberts was called for a 
technical foul with 4:35 left, 
and the Blue Devils convert-
ed three of four free throws 
and got a baseline shot by 
Trey Grundy over the next 10 
seconds to cut the FCHS lead 
to 42-41.

Chalk then picked up a 
technical foul. Cunning-
ham made the two ensuing 
free throws for a 43-42 lead, 
and Henry Clay did not trail 
again.

“Obviously that was a 
big turning point,” Henry 
Clay coach Daniel Brown 
said of the technical fouls. 
“That helped us get to the 
free throw line. We weren’t 
shooting the ball well and 
didn’t play with a lot of inten-

sity early, so I think that was 
a big momentum change.”

But Chalk said the Frank-
lin County ship, so to speak, 
was already teetering when 
the Ts were called.

“They were already rally-
ing,” Chalk said of the Blue 
Devils. “That just added fuel 
to the fire.

“We really should have 
had the game under con-
trol,” he added. “We were up 
seven, and we just didn’t exe-
cute. We took quick shots on 
four straight trips instead of 
just executing the offense.”

Still, the Flyers nearly won 
against a very good Henry 
Clay team. And Chalk in-
dicated Woodside’s perfor-
mance was a key ingredient.

“Logan played pretty 
well,” Chalk said. “He played 
really hard and did a good 
job guarding a lot of differ-
ent people.

“He got really hot there 
in the third quarter,” Chalk 
added. “They had the wrong 
matchup on him, so he was 
getting to the basket. He had 
eight points there in the third 
quarter.”

Henry Clay played with-
out sophomore star Jordan 
Green, arguably the team’s 
best player, though the Blue 
Devils are far from a one-
man team.

“They have three guys 
being recruited by Division 
I schools, and I don’t know 
anybody else in our region 
who can say that,” Chalk 
said.

Both teams struggled to 
score through one half. The 
Flyers led 19-17 at halftime 
and stretched that lead to 29-
21, largely behind Woodside, 
before the Blue Devils start-
ed to rally.

HENRY CLAY (55) – Wes 
Kimball 10, Christen Cun-
ningham 21, Teddy Ware 2, 
Alex Blackburn 11, Trey Gun-
dy 9, Darien Tichenor 2. 

FRANKLIN CO. (51) – Lo-
gan Woodside 16, Garrett 
Hamilton 15, Eric Meyer 7, 
Chris Roberts 8, Rylan Rowe 
2, Aaron Brown 3.

BOYS BASKETBALL:  
HENRY CLAY 55, FRANKLIN COUNTY 51

Short-handed 
Flyers fall to 
Henry Clay

UP NEXT
TUESDAY
Scott Co. at  
Franklin Co. 

7:30 p.m. 
Froggy 104.9FM

The All “A” Classic 
statewide basketball 

tournament gives smaller 
high schools the chance to 

showcase their athletes.
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